The Southern League.

SOUTHAMPTON v. LUTON.
Played
ach ;J.tfh_a Dell, Southampton, on Satnr-
Southampton .. .. 2 goals
Luton .. 1 goal.

- .
Teams:—
Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy;
e g b e LY
Macdonald, Brown, E. Dobson, and Barnes. ~
Southampton—Clawley; Clark and Harts-
horne; Lee, Hogg, and Meston; Tomlix;.;n,
Hedley, Harrison, Brown, and Mouncher.
Referce, Mr. H. Smith (Boston).

. It will be noticed the two changes mentioned
in these columns last week were duly made in

e constitntion of the Luton forward rank
while Southampton were practically at full
strength, for their latest capture from Ireland
(Johnson, centre-half) was not due to arrive
until the Monday of the present week. e
Saints have scarcely been doing so well this
season as usual, although they are well up
amon.- the leaders as s result of their victory
of Saturday, Harrison, who 1s usnally on the
Spot when goals are about, had been absent
from the team for six weeks, but he made his
reappearance against us on this oceasion and
gave no evidence of Bis unﬁt.nesa,

Phe Luton players were down in good ti
having lnnch at Southampton, but for the
opening twenty minutes they did not appear
to have shaken off the effects of the long
journey, and conseguently the Saints had a
monopoly of the attack. Within the first
minufe we had an evidence of what was ‘n
store, for a nice touch through by Hagrison
allowed Mouncher to force a corner off Blac-
kett, but F. Hawkes disposed of the incident
by getting in the way of & good shot by Hogg
from a rebound immediately following the
corner kick.

. .

This relief was not for long, as Tomlinson
managed to get the better of McCurdy well
out on the wing, and dropping in & fine centre
Platt was forced to make a couple of saves in
quick succession. The second was & particu-
larly fine effort, for the whole of the South-
ampton inside forwards were well up, and it
appeared an easy thing for one or the other
to touch through, but Platt made a daring

unch right over the heads of the half-back
ine and thus a%vod th-e smxn’uon.

Hartshorne hereabouts made & faulty kick
following a left-wing rush and centre by
Tuton, and Macdonald all but reached the
ball, but Clawley, realising the danger, came
out and just managed to got his toe to the
ball as Mag arrived on the spot. It was an
extremely close thing, and the spectators gave
the local custodian & big cheer. At the oppo-
sito end Mouncher was allowed to %c on when
saveral yards offside, and but for the coolness
of Platt a goal must have resulted. As it
was, both Hedley and Turner got in iood
attempts, but Platt managed to get them oth
away, although he was seen }rannncully
appealing to e.rulero.n betwsen times.

The game was only eight minutes old when
Harrison, with one of his old-time bursts, got
through in the centre, although tackled by

cCurdy. F. Hawkes oome over to the
rescue, but could not control the ball, and 't
rebounded from him to Brown, who was quite
unattended and had no one but Platt to beat.
The Saints’ inside-left just touched the ball
aorosa the goal-mouth, and it found_its wui
in the extreme corner quite out of the reacl
of Platt. It was an extremoly Tucky woint,
but it counted all the same. _




_ Vomlinson, who at this stoge was the chief
instrument .in getting the ball through the
Luton defence, again managed to work his
way goal-wards, and almost did the trick with
a fine oblique shot. But gradually the Luton
attack improved, and the exchanges became
more even. Twice wero Luton awarded free
kicks less than thirty yards away from Claw-
loy, but_ neither was turned to account, Blac-
kett placing the first yards wide, while White,
who took the other, sent the ball into one of
the home defenders and it cannoned on to the
wing, where Tomlinson raced away with it in
good style, and it was Luton’s goal which was
ondangored. The defence held out, however,
and managed to relieve the situation. A
protty run by Barnes and Dobson promised
fo mend matters, but the former’s centre came
across rather awkwardly, and Gallacher failed
to eather in tim.e to be of any service.

Still the Luton attack kept up the pressure,
and Brown was discovered with the ball at his
toe, with ‘only his brother-in-law to beat. In
some way Clawley managed to judge the
direction of the ball, and brought off a-good
save, without really clearing, and Gallacher
meoting the ball, sent in a stinger which hit
somoone or other, and thus a promising move-
mont was spoilt more by good luck than good
judzment.

(] ® (]

A botter fate befell a well-executed move-
ment on the part of Dobson. who wormed his
way through the opposing half-back line and
dropped the ball over to Macdonald, who was
a yard or so inside the penalty aren exactly
in front of Clawley. The Saints’ backs did
their best to prevent him getting through;
indeed. it appeared dangerously like a penalty,
for ha was palpably hamnvered, but he man-
aged to keep his feet. and Clawley roalising
somothing must be donme, and that quickly,
mado a'dash forward. but Mac kopt his head
and planted the' oquu.l.iser in.good style.

Half-time was fast approaching, and with
Taton now on level terms, the crowd were
Lopt on tenter-hooks, for our boys had quite
rocovered. from their stiffness of the opening
twenty minutes and, were more than holdinj
their own... But they could not force a lead,
although several times they were just_on the
point of getting through. Hogg at thig stay
Saved the home side from defeat by the whole-
hoarted manner in_which he went about mat-
ters, apparently boing all over the shop at the
same ftime, for he certainly kicked the ball
twica to any other player’s once. From a
Luton point of view one ron] each was fairly
satisfactory, especially as the improvement
mantioned was ;ery pl;onOunr‘-ed at this stage.

Quite ecarly in the socond half Platt was
badly injured by Brown. who, in making a
dash for the ball, kicked Peter on the chin.
"The game was stopped for sevoral minutes, a8
it was patent Luton's goalkeeper had met
with a nasty accident, but after some atten-
tion from Lawson he resumed his place. It
transpired afterwards his lip was cut right
through, and in addition he sustained a soyore
shoking up, for Brown rushed at him in a
very reckless manner.

.
Aftor a spell of Luton attacking the Sainte’
forwards osme down once more and Hedley
got in o shot, but o freo kick was awarded
o Luton, somgone apparently being offside,
bhut personsally 1d not see what was wrong.
Midway in the socond half Platt brought of
one of the best saves of the day, when he
tipped a low swift grounder from Hoge wide
og)the goal. The ball came to_him through a
orowd of plufers, and Platt had to prachcnllz

throw himself across the goal for at
n’l’;gmnt of Hogg letting. drive ho was ot the
opposite post w. where. the s}‘ot was directed.

i t attack White was compelled
m‘t)g‘z‘l;‘en% :ox!;noer, and following the taking of
this Bob Hawles 8180 obliged the Saints w;t

a second, unfortpnqtoly,’ a8 it turned out, hm-

ing- nd it was quite o]
st:is:nﬁnrgm: ?:hnncoz to save, for ho was
pundled through the goul without mercy. I
cannot, see how it couliddhslvobb?len to'r'x}herl:\?tu?hz

er had the ball at all,
foul, for Feter BOVEZ Sy 140 the contre, and

{7}
LI B dvtl‘;’e m.nwh /a8 wop.
L)

a3 events prove!
2 ds gathered thero was evos &
r{aaaaf:e 2\:‘;1; wggrumblc ot the docmfun, lq:
f:he ball had been over the lino blo ox;: i hl
reached the goal-mouth, ‘nnc(}l“smivnenrll\‘xdiﬁ th:
1O players conourrec in thif fo
Eﬁiﬁfsu the corner kick. Re-startin| b "ff,"f
foroed threg:cornexs in sPcwEsmF‘ft Gl
o who took: them, did nob i
'Jehngu] and the last Wﬁ” ensily got away
0, : 1 u
u,;j‘j"ﬁ;e ﬁblp‘u:jv ljtch?,::m‘r&}; Clawley. thought
~ ohanc® Yicarwng coming when Barnos camo
O el ey ing nicoly. BQTORFY
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As will be zathered by the running com.
ment above, after the opening stages Luton
had an equal share of the game, and would
have had only their deserts by i
spoils. I am willing to admit th
had the better balanced a k,
this line, after they had settled

t ame, giv-
ing bartner many openings, besides being
.Lleéz‘;ra when a dagh rough the centre was
. i

- *

fall of the geal. In addition, he was really
the main cause of the #oal which Macdonald
finished, and on the wholo Justified e (osal.
which, against such redoubtable opponents as
the Saints, was rather a big one. The visit-
inz dofonce compared man for man quits
favourably with the Saints. Bob Hawkes was |
mora suited by the stats of the turf than in
some recent matches, and quite pleased the
crowd with his clever touches forward. Platt

gamo, with the possible exception of a mis.

For Southampton, Tomlingon opened in
great style, but he fell way afterwards, and
McCurdy had his measure in the second half,
He was well fod by his partner, who, although
getting en towards the veteran stage, is up 1o
all tha tricks of the game, and now that Har-
rison has returned to the centre, will probably
keep & permanent place at inside-righi. Of
the halves Hogg was easily the pick swhich
called forth the remark from one of the Saints'
officials in my hearing, " You see what getting
another man for the position does.” T pre-
sume Hogg had not been altogather pleasing

is now masters by this and reports from the
Pross. Hartshorne was much the better back,
Clark cortainly not kesping up his last season’s
reputation as the best right back in the
Southern Lssgnf. A 4

Fulham were again victorious on Saturday,
heating Bristol Rovers by a goal to nil, but at
Plymouth, Tottenham Hotspur went down by
2 goals to 1. Northampten underwent some-
thing like a total eclipse at Park Royal, the
Rangors routing them by 6 oals to 1. and at
Brichton, Portsmouth piled up fi
azainst the home team. Millwall drew at
Reading at ono goal all, Brentford did ditto
at Norwich, where tho Canaries equalised in
the last minute, and at Watford. Swindon
rained an unexpectad viotory by 2 {o 1. West
Ham at home beat Naw Brompton by the only
goal of the match.



dThe following is the Leagne table up to
ato:— =

Gonls,
Palh Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn. For, AxstPts
ulham ... 160 195 e Sip10
Tottenham H. 14 3 2 2 g %8
Bouthampton 3 4 22 18 20
Plymouth ....... 4 3 13 19
Portsmouth S & 6 27 15°18
Bristol Rovers ..,.... 6 2 32 22 18
uton ... 4 4 .29 17 16
Brentford 5 4 16 16
Millwall .. 6152515215017 h
Norwich City 5 4 19 16 14
Reading ..... 6 4 18 19 14
Queen’s Park Rans. 16 8 2 28 24 14
West Ham United 16 10 0 16 19 12
Northampton 14 8 112 32 11
Watford . LT )
Swindon . e 2l 10
New Brompton ...... 15 8 5103 9
Brighton and H'ove 14. 9 210 25 8
.

. Luton are now seventh on the list, but are
in a relatively better position than Bristol
Rovers, who have played two more matches,
and Portsmouth, with two points to #he good,
‘have played one more game. With reasonably
good luck, Luton ought therefore to improve
their position during the coming holidays, as
they have Reading at home on Saturday, Wat-
ford on Monday, and Northampton on Boxing

L . . °

Roally, they ought to be quite equal to win-
ning all threo matohes, and if they can do that
the six points should help them a lot.  But
they wiﬁ have to be careful, especially on
Baturday, for if the Biscuiteers are at tho top
of their form th%v will.wx\nb sgmo holding.

Luton Town v. Roading and Bassett v.
tho World for supplying a good Overcoat or
Mackintosh to watch the match in.—Note
address: 28, V\:ellingtgmstres(,—(!\Dvr.],

For the Reading match on Saturddy, Bob
Hawkes will play_inside-left, T, Dobson will
tako tho outaide-rizht position, and Gallacher
will figure at half-back.

The. United Loague matoh between Luton
and Crystal Palace, which was stoppod fivo
minutes beforo time on account of darkness,

i to be replayed at Luton on Monday,
Fob. 19th.

o .

Frail, the old Luton custodian, who now
keops goal for Stockport Counfy, had a
penalty given against him on Saturday for a
foul on Lamberton, another old Luton man
and now of Clapton Oricnt. Lamberton took
tho kick and failed to convert. but he was
the shining light of the Orient forwards, and
scored two out r.\f l'hr(\: gonh‘.’

It seems that there has been o rumour about
| the town to tha effect that the Amnteur Foot-

ball Clul - “brasking up.”  We are in-
| formed, howevor, that this is anite unfounded.
| and that tho Club is going along in a vory
| satisfactory wav.
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