LUTON v. NORTHAMPTON.

| Played at Luton on Boxing Day. Result:—

Luton ...
Northampton S
Toams: — :

Luton—Platt; Blackett and MoCurdy; F.
Hawkos, White, and: iailahersCord e
Macdonald, Brown, R. Huwkos, and Barnos,
 Northampton—Perkins; Dreman and Mar.
tin; Neal, Chadwick, and Tirrell; Froc
Platt, Brawn, Gooing, and Dilks, . = "

The crowd at the “third “holida ¢
sasmed o be grouter oves than s n Gt
mas Day, and ropes had to bo pluced across
the entrance to the grand stand to prevent too
many poople from getting in. The weather
was none too bright, and af the start it scemod
doubtful as to whether it would nat become
too foggy for the game to bo played out, but
fortunately the light lasted very well, and as
it happened, the moss exciting incidents of the
game took place towards the end.

Told briefly, the story of the play i
Luton were sathor tha bottor toum b the St
half, and their superiority was much more
apparent in the second moiety, but the do-
fenoo of the visitors was very good, and it
soemed as though the result would be o draw
about & quarter of an hour from time. Bob
Hawkes, who had got kicked on the lip carly
in the game, was charged rather heavily about
this time, and after limping about for a few
minutes, went off. As it happened, this
proved to he about the bost thing he could
have done.

As everybody in Luton who is at all in-
terestod in_ football knows, Bob is a good
player, and moreover he is captain of the
Luton’ team. His absence irom the field of
play caused Bluckett to go to the front just
before Luton forced a corner, and he was well
up when Barnes took the flag kick. The ball
went_straight to the right back, who let fly.
Porkins put his arm up to get at the ball,
but it was going at a great rate and crashed
into the back of the nef.

Then there was & scene of great enthusiosm
Tha - goal which the people had expected for
the last half-an-hour or more had come, and
it had been scored by a full back ! The cheer-
ing lasted several minutes, and it caused the
supporters of the Luton team to go home just
the reverse of down-hearted. Not only did
Blackett score a goal, but he stopped one of
the Northampton players from getting a clear
fun earlier in the game. It happened just be-
fore half-time, and although it was near the
half-way line, Brawn would have had a good
chance of scoring if he had got down the field.
Blackott tripped him, and the consequent freo
kick was ocasily clearod.

1t was a great pity that Bob was injured, for
he has rendered splendid service at inside-left
during the holidays, and thore was any amount
of powder behind some of his shots on Tues-
day. His partner, Barnes, came very near to
scoring early in the game, for both he and
Perkins rolled over rear the post, and the
outsido-left hooked the ball over the bar.
Soon afterwards Brown sent over from a splen-
did contre by Lathoron, and later on the ball
went across the gonl and into touch while
Perkins was away from his charge.

But although there were some oxciting inci-
donts in the first 45 minutes, there were many
moro after the interval, and it was a wonder
that Luton did not score before they did. TLef
it not bo forgotton, however, that Norhamp-
ton have some good forwards, os own by
the fact that they have Brawn nud Gooing,
and they now and again aoted on the aggres:
e, Erost, thoir _outside-right, _especinlly
doing good work. Just aftor the resumption
Porkins had his work cut out to save a :iinger
from Bob Hawkes, and a minute or (1.0 after-
wards the Luton captain sont just wide, tak-
ing a flying kick at tho ball, which was passed
back by Brown.,

. .

The game was stopped for a minute or two
on noeount of u slight injury to Dreman, av:d
following o centre by Frost, Whito nlmosf vut
through the home goal. — After Luton had
pressnd very strongly at the other end, North-
pmnton camp ngain, and the ball touched Gal-
Inchor’s arm inside the penalty area. o
visitors appenled for a penalty, but the referce
toole tha view that it wns an accident, and so
nothing camo of an incident thaf might have
altered in n vary matorial degree the result
of the game.

o

Tho incidonts which have already beon re:
forred to followed, and the last happening of
note wng . shoti by Burnes which went just
Tido. " As hns nlrendy boen indicated, Luton
Hnserved fheir viotory, buf Northampton eave
& ory good show. Our old friond Perking
fofondad his charie in eplondid style, and the
Bicks aore fraod, bt the bst part of the tenm
Wore tha halthicks: of whom Chadwick, (he
ittra, was fha pisk. - The offier fwo were

very roliable.

hough playing at outside-right
Dlansad. -the spoctadors, for
hor on {ho lisht sido ha is o
Gullacher was not guita so
fous duy, but ho did some
a, und holpad tha forwards
{o pub in_moro spi {od nbtnoks than was {ho
o "o apnosita’ onds Al the othon
ployors were in their usunl form. At tho end
of thiz mafeh Tufon had won ol their holiday
matehos, seoring 6 gonls and  obtaining 6

Latheron, olth
instend of loft,
thoueh Tio s rol
trior all the way.
good s on the provi
amart things ab ti




points, and the scores in the consecutive
matches had been 3—0, 2—0, and 1—0—rather.
curious results, commg in tlm order thay did.

The gate at Monday's match at Luton
realised £214, and on Tuesday upwards of £220.
was taken. In each cse thore was a poolin
Srrangoment, inippzananss BT Wkl
share the gates at Watford and Northampton |
ot Bastor. - About 9,000 people patronised the
Luton ground for theso liday matches, and
the amounts taken constitute a record for a
sixpenny gate in Luton.

The following is the League tablo up fo
ato: —

Gout. i

Piyd. Wn.Dn, Lt. For.Apstels |

Fulham .. 17, 101 “i6 Tisa R ze'
Southampton ... 17 9 5 3 24 18 23
Toltobmar 1. 16 10 3 4 o7 11 2
Luton 7179 <4 on a5 eeoal
Bristol Rovers .17 9 2 6 34 230900
Plymouth Argyle 17 8 4 5 2 14. 20
Norwich City .16 7 4 5 22 16 18
rentfor 7 4 5 16 16 18
Portsmouth 17 6 6 5 28 19 18
Mlll\\ull B O ) o
Readin 5 4 718 22 14
Quoen's Park R/ 17 6 2 929 2 1
West Hom United 17 7 0 10 1718 13
Swindon ...... 16 4 4 9 14 22 12
Jorthampton ... 16 5 1 10 12 1
w Brompton . 17 3 5 911 3 1
Wa 3 4 10 17 30, 10
Brlghton andHove 17 4 2 11 12 28 10

Luton Town v. Leyton and Bassett v.
W o Bnlvine B Beodl OV AN
Mackintosh to watch the match in.—Note
address: 28, Wellington-street.—{ADVL.],
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