~ The Southern League.

LUTON v. NEW BROMPTON.

Played at Luton on Saturday. Result;— J
L e SR e e & goals. |

.

I'he teams were as follow:—

Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; F.
- Hawkes, White, and Gallacher; Warner, Mac-
donald, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes. :
New Brompton—Martin; Walton and
I"loyd ; Bull, Mavin, and Elliott; Barnfather,
T'ravers, Phillips, Beadsworth, and Campbell.

Reforee, Mr. C. C. FPllowﬁeld.

Miserable weather prevailed on Saturday,
hut fortunately the rain held off while the
wamo was 1n progress, The ground, however,
was in a very sodden state, and the three thou-
sand spectators who turned out to witness the
mateh expeoted there would be plenty of ﬂliF'
ping and ﬂliding.and not muc-h.artlstic football.

Anticipations in this respect were not quite
realised, for the teams went about their work
with a will, and 1t may as well be stated at
the outset that the visitors made a remarkably
good fight of it, though their methods in the
sacond half partook more of the vigorous than
the scientific order. In fact, quite unnecessary
roughness wae indulged in, and the wonder was
that matters did.not tal.{e a se;ious turn.

_ Seeing that Luton had already beaten the

Bromptonians twice this season and drawn
with them once, it looked a fairly easy thing
for them on Saturday, but it proved anything
but that, and the homesters had to congratu-

late themselves upon gaining a somewhat lucky
victory. 138 virRa
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The visitors winning the: toss, took what little
advantage there was to be dérived from the
wind, and at once gave a taste of their quality
by torcing a corner. This was well placed, but
Barnes’obtaining possession, made'a grand run
down the field, and finished up - -with & nice
ceantre, {from which a corner resulted. This
was not. turned to account, but Luton camse
again, and from a fine centre by Fred Hawkes, -
Brown headed t.h_roughi 3 ' '
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A goal 1w the first few minutes looked de-
tidedly promising,; but Luton were not destined
to-hold their lead for long. New Brompton
were goon in evidénce in the vicinity of the
Luton zoal, and Barnfather was responsible for
a brillidnt shot, which was cleverly saved by
Platt. * Mavin then had a try and sent wwide,
but the same player had much better luck a |
muniite later, a long shot from him having its
nourse altered by coming into contact with
White’s toot and finding its way just inside
the upright, .
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. Hwven though Platt’s calculations were upset
in the way stated, he would have saved only
thet he slipped in going across the goal, so that
the point was an extremely fluky one. After .
this play became very fast, and Martin and
Platt both made fine saves, the one from
Barnes and the other from Campbell. Platt .
then had to deal with two or three smart
attempis, following which Warner showed up
with a tovely run, and from his cenire Brown
Headed over: e NIt R 6 T *
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Platt dvd well to tip over the bar a long,
tasping shot from Floyd, and Luton msp(mg-
ing, Barnes and 'Warner put in some good
work. A bad decision by the roferece checkoed
Luton at & ecritical moment, Warner being |
given offside just when working his way inm,
and then Barnes put in'a brilliant piece of
piay, which did not meot with the success if |
daserved. ¥
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Nearing helf-time Fred Hawkes had to
retire hart, someone having stepped on his
ankle. and Luton resorted to the one-back
#ame, -Blackett going amongst the halves.
Both teams struggled gamely to get the lead,
but when the interval arrived the score still
stood at one go&é each. #
. Hawkes turned-out again afterwards, but
timped somewhat painfully. ¥or a time, the
play was oarried from end to end without
either side gaining any particular advantage,
and when YLuton began to press, Floyd quite
{ost his head. He weént for Warner very badly,
but was the vietim of his own violence, and ﬁ:lﬁ
same had to be stopped until® he _mco;og;ai
After that, his behaviour provoked a 8’03 Bk
of hootiri%' from the crowd, for he ragea &

1

like 2 bull in & Ehina-s‘l}o;).




- Martin saved a beautiful shot from Barnes,
- and then the outside-left put 1n a centre, which
- Brown handed on to Macdonald, but that
player shot over. From a corner given by
- Watlton, Barnes placed beautifully, the ball
falling right in the mouth of goal, but Mac-

donald failed to get on it, or he could easily
“have touched through. Fred Hawkes ‘had a
- good chance ﬁn% 5h0t~~f‘lde* k=]
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A splendid shot by Pickering missed by
1nches and then the inside-left ha.dg a fine oppor-
tuntty from a centre by Warner, but headed
over.  Piekering soon afterwards sent in &
magnificent shot, but Martin brought off a
splendid save at the expense of a corner, and
tnig was not impreved upon. Luton at this
itme were certainly having the best of matters,
and eventually Pickering was brought down.
within the penalty area, and the referes
pointed to the fatal spot. Sandy Brown took
the kick and scored with a shot which went
in just under the bar. :
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dubsequently Pickering had hard -luck with
another brillant shot, the custodian effccting a
save which bordered on the miraculous, but to-
wards the finish the visitors pressed very
saverely, and nothing but first-rate custodian- l
ship on the part of Platt enabled Luton to keep
the lead. Again and again New Brompton
looked liks equalising, but fortunately Platt was
in his best form and successfully dealt with all
the shots put in. Just on time a corner was
givon, but before it could be taken the whiatle
sounded, leaving Luton 1n possession of &

rather lucky victory.
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Az already indicated, New Brompton marred
their work by rough tactics, but apart from
that they played an exceptionally smart game,
and one could not help feeling surprised at
their lowly position in the League. On the run
ol Saturday’s game they certainly deserved to
share the points, for they were wonderfully
gquick on the ball, and forwards and halves
combined well, Mavin especially lending plenty
of support to the attack. '
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As to Luton, Platt gave a smart exhibition
between the sticks, as also did Martin for New
Promoton.  Blackett and McCurdy were in
good form, and White and Hawkes rendered
excallont service at half-back, but' Gallacher
was not quite equal to holding Barnfathor.
Forward, Barnes and Pickering again showed
sp well, and it was gratifying to see Warner
once more doing first-rate work on the right
wing, Macdonald was not 1n the bost of form,
and Brown was still a little slow, though he
kept going well, and had the satisfaction of
scoring both goals, '
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The rvefereeing was not quite up to the mark,
and Mr. Fallowfield made more than one mis-

fake in his offsid.e decisions. P - 1
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