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Tho teams were as follow :— € "

Luton-—-}’latt; Blackett and McocCurdy; F,
Hawkes, Gallachor, and ‘8. Hawkes; Warner,
Macdonald, Brown, I'ickerifig, and Darnes. -

Millwall—Joyce; Cuampbe!l and Btevenzon ;
Comrie, McLean, snd Dlythe; B!‘ﬂfﬂmr};}
Hunter, Heaton, Jones, and Watkins,

Reoferce, Mr. T. Armit (Leek). . -
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Although Luton occu La) such an exalted post

tion in tho Southern League table, they had
not until Saturday won a match away from
homo in that competition sinece the opeming
month of tho scasdon: in {fact, noarly siy
months. Indeed, their only away victory dur.
g this [)f-}l'ic)d was o ﬂ_u]i"}{ i"ﬂ'lf_.'"*‘---{i;'()a_j win at
Now Brompten in the United League, wlep

a mistake of the home defonce presented Pic--

kering with an open goal. BHeveral times, 1t is
true, they have tully deserved to bring away
tho spoils, but fortune was against therm, some-
times 1n the shape of official rulings,
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It is rather curious success should come
whon, taking the maten right through, Platt’s
charge bore a greater emount of pressure than
Il any previous game, Many times during
past years have 1 seen Luton press for prace-
tically the whole half and then their oppo
nents, the first time thev gol away, managed
to got a goal. Just for once, the boot was on
the other leg, and it was Lnton who enjoyvec
the good fortune i1n this recpect at Millwili.
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During the morning the weather promiscd
to be a ropetition of the previcus Saturday,
and with a return to drier nitches, 16 wes
hoped a victory away would rosult from- the
improved conditions 1 this respeet.  but
though the Millwall turf was certainly brmer
than for several seasons when Luton have
visited that delightful (!} spot, as a resuiv ol
a steady rain about ths time the spectators
began to assemble it became somewhat
troacherous and many slips were the resuit.

It will be noticed White had no{ recovered

S e T i
from his injury of the previous Week, and
Gallacher played at centre-half for the first

time in the Southern {Jea.gue;
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Quito ecarly in the game Platt gave evidence

]

that he was in good form by cleverly touching
o fine drive from Hunter over the bar at tnc
oxpense of a corner kick. T'he manrer in
which the Millwall attack commenced pleasec
the crowd, and visions of an ample revenge
for that 6—1 defeat at Luton rose in their

minds. It was certainly not forgotten, for

the players were greeted with the remark,
““ No six-one to-day,” as they came on the ficld.

Tuton were practically penned in their own
half for the first quarter of an hour, and it
.would be wearisome to recount tho number of

goal kicks at this stage of the proceedings.

Suffice it to state the Luton defence was firm

as a rock, and what few woll-directed attempis

came to Platt between the uprights were con-

fidently dealt Wi:}]h by l:im.

The Luton forwards did not get a chance to
settle down, for their opponents monopolised

the play to such a tune that it was seldom the
Lutonians could get a kick at the ball except
to repel an attempt at scoring. But when they
did manage to force the ball over the half-way
line full use was mado of the opportunity.

Pickering worked his way through on the left
and drew the Millwall defence to that side of
the field; then, realising he had little chance
of getting clear, he tipped the ball over to
Macdonald, who had simply to dash between

thq~L backs and confront Joyce, who scemed
quive unprepared for this manceuvre on the

part of the Luton attack and stood helpless

when Macdonald let drive into the net. 1
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It was certainly fortunate to get the lead on

the first occasion a serious visit was pald to

Joyce, but the goal was well worked for and
quite doserved to score. It might have been
expected this successs would alter the run of

the game and that Luton would improve, but

such was not the case, and Millwall continued.

to confine the exchanges to the Luton half of
the field right up to t]:il*e inteI;val. )



About the nearest shave the home team had
of equalising .came as a result of a free kick
some forty yards out against Gallacher. No
fewer than three:times did Platt bring off a
grand save before the ball was got out of dan-
ger. On another occasion Hunter anpeared
to have a clear course to goal, but Gallacher
managed to get up in time, and Hunter ran
richt into him. Both players fell, and the
Millwall forward apparently got the worst of

| the collision, but he resumed after a little
attention. «

Hercabouts DBlackett went off, it being
understood his leg troubled him, and he did
not return until the second half, but the Luten
defence was not to be beaten, for offside came
to their aid 1n consequence of Blackett’s
' absence. Therefore Liuton were able to retire
l with the only goal to their credit at half-time,
i

although 1t came about on the only occasion
the forwards got anywhere near the Millwall
zoal.
, | <] a B
- In the second half Luton did a bit more
pressing than during the first; still, Millwall
 had almost as many tries at Platt’s charge, for
their shooting was, on the: whole, better
directed. But the worst feature of the con-
« iading ‘‘“ forty-five’”’ was the unfair tactics in-
dulged in by the players, especially one of the
Maillwall defenders, whose great ideca seemed
to be first to foul an opponent before attempt-
ing to play the ball. It was a most unpleasant
spectacle to seo first onoe player and _then
another being injured, and the referee did not
ponalise half the offences.
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Brown got in one good attempt which Joyce
did well to get away, otherwise it was Platt
' who was still holding the fort against a serics
' of attacks. It would only be repetition to re-
| count the number of times the Millwall for-
wards had a pop at goal; suffice it to say
Platt was playing with the confidence born of
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Eighteen. minutes before the finish Hunter
received a nasty kick in the mouth from Blac-
kett, the Millwall player having the misfor-
: tune to come 1nto contact with Rlackett’s foot
in an attempt to bring the ball over his head.
Hunter was assisted off the field and did not
roturn. Stevenson played the one-back game,

Campbell apparently having a roving commis-
‘sion, as he was all over the field; 1mdeed, at

times he was rig;ht among the*forwafrds.

Naturally, Luton got down a bit oftener;
and Pickering was forging his way towards
Joyce 1n good style when Stevenson made a
dash across and brought the Luton man down
inside the penalty area. Bob Eawkes decided
to have a try to convert the resulting penalty
kick, this being his first attempt since the
present season commenced, and he proved him-
self quite as certain a scorer as under the old
rule by placing the ball in the extreme corner
with a low chot. As there was little more thanp
ten minutes to go, 1% looked a good thing for

Liuton, but they reckoned without the referee,
~who, within two minutes of Luton’s goal, gave
 Millwall a simhilar opportunity to score by tha

award of a penalty kick against Gallacher.
% * *

It was a terrible blunder on the referee’s
part, for 1t could only be for handling, as Gal-
lacher was not near enough another player to

“foul him, and I am eqgually certain the ball did
not touch either his hand or arm, as he was
| directly facing the Press box at the moment.-
Heaton was enirusted with the kick and he
| lot drive with creat force, but Platt was on
 the alert and quickly flung out his leg and the
} shot was safely disposed of -by one of tho
| Luton playsrs, who had scarcely nioved off the
| 15 yards’ line, so quickly was the ball returncd,
- Platf, for once, came in for the rana-shaking
process by his delichted comrades.
hol &h @

It onght to be mentioned that Blackett had
left the ficld immediatelv after Bob netted
Luton’s second goal. F. Hawlkes fell back to
preserve a clean sheet, but unfortunately this

move turned out to the discomfiture of Platt,
although 1t was no fault of Freddy’s. A shot
from the wing was put across, and Platt, who
had a good view all the way, would have dis-
posod of this with ease, but in its flight the
ball struck Hawkes on the breast, and this
diverted it sufficiently out of 1ts course to beat
Luton’s goalkeeper for the only time during
the game. It was rough luck, certainly, for if
over a custodian deserved to have the credit of




hnfﬁpm hls charm intact, Platt d1d on Satur-
day. DBut he had this satisfaction—no Millwall
player could do the trick. With onlf: one
minute and a half to go, thero was really no
chance for Millwall ;b retricve the situation,
~and 1t was a sorrowfuyl crowd that trooped oft
the ground when the roferee called tlme.
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As will be gathered, from the running com-
ment, little ercdlt ?"?.‘jchod to the Luton front
strng.. It was seldok they got the ball at all,
atid  en  the fo wisoccasions - danger ' was

threatened to Joyee @t was the Iof“* -Wing pailr
| who brought the ba'_,?_ ihrough Of the halves,

"“Bob Hawkes was mest 1n ovidence, Gallacher

not settling down to his latest pO“‘-lthH so well

as the previous week, while Jred Hawkes was

pna.x.umll ~a bit less econfident. than usual after

'his two or throe weocks’. '*=b<=:ence from  the
tea.m

» T _

If any 01‘*0 player yras remonmble for tho
welcome Wictory 1t was plat:, who has cer
tainly not pl a,‘;*m{ a bhtel game since his ﬁrs‘f
appearance dU‘Jlﬂ"‘“ Plymouth, and this 1s high

praise, for he has given many finc elhlblthJS.
3 !ﬂ{kf“"'. nor McCurdy made any m.;s—

No© L]“‘U

h..ul...es, but with their comrade behind in such
fine fotile he:}j 'L“ 1 g about their work with
everv confidonc Bob ha,w'l:e..,, by netting the

penalty, had ﬂ e d1 stinction of scoring Liuton’s
fiftieth goal 1n the S ’res_x,.them League.
‘Millwall qal te spoilt their good work by
.hady tactics; otherwise they la yved 1n their

~well-known :?:t3 o of leeping ‘the baﬁl always

on the move. But though they shot hard and
often, they appeared to loee many opportunt-
ties th wrough not giving suthclent time to steady
tm-‘jmsdveb in front of goal, and many asttempts
were vards too high. Stevenson was the better
hack and Elﬁthu the cleverest half. All the

forwards were pretty fast, with Jones probably

he pick ot the bazket
_ L b
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