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uthern League.
#ﬁ:;’"w' .,,. LUTON V. B LN -l F OR‘ * i | | |
- Played at GCrifin Park on Saturday.
Result oo | -

Brontférd 'lliliil*iiilli.l"i;l 2 glojaltlﬁll
Luton L L B T R R I DAY DR R B D R B B RN O B B B B R BN A A l goa’l-
The teams were as under : — 4
Lu?011—-—]3rla,-tt; Blackett and McCurdy; P,
Ylawlkes, W hite, &;t}d Gallacher; Warner, Mae-
donald, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes,
IB}_*ont)ford-—-\Vhlttakur;.' Watson and Riley |
Jay, : 1 arsonage, and Robotham; H- 1tley,
Shanlcs, Corbett, Hobson, and Underweod.

Referce, Mr. J. Brodie (Stafford).
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A year or so back, Brentford were looked
upon as easy prey, but a change has come over
tho scene, and this sgeason they elaim fourl
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Southern League points from Luton, thus ioin.
ing Ifuiham 1n inat particular. Tt will be
noticed R. Hawkes was an absentee. and I
understand he will be a doubiful “starter in
future away matches on account of business
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dutics. Fortunately, Luton’s position 18 safe,

and poix}tsgre noy of such supremo Importance
as ab this time last year, althouch of course a
POS1Tlon as near the top as possible is the am:
pition of both the players and directors,
- = =
thg or ﬂ%%s*ccorjd; ?may {iuzltcll i*n suceession,
weather conditions were iavourable: ip

4 fa4”
gﬁsod, more s0 irom a player’s point of view
an the fortnig

&= ht previous, fo; they were not
botaered by a glarmeg sun. Winning the toss
meany hitle advantage under the circum.

: A< H ':"" % Yy > -14-.. *r‘ "‘u
?%‘gcm, and this barrea prix ilege fell to Brent-
-0-"— ¢
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EIH_FIOL *:ue opening twenty minutes there was
];ut € €8¢ 10 record but a serics of aitacks
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f_fli*?r_itfoid; bl.l_.;t mro,..fgh cliances innumerable
i?ﬂ HLO *Lii_‘.;em tm[:-,y la_i,)ued to take advantage of
‘;\_,1} : "airilrfl-h}?’, L; lmatt had something to do
}:é:?,{fiib S:&L(:?; le au?lrs by }HS! aicrtness
};,..Ulémbcom' tnose attempts which came to
]Lﬁ i Qqnmderu'}g the pressure put upon the
suton delence, however, many morc shots
stouid have found their way to the target., So
much were Liuton acting on the defensive that
miskicks were by no means infrequent, but
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time after time good luck came to their aid
and a clean sheet was maintained.
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About the only time Luton got dangercus
during this period Pickering threw away the
advantage by passing the ball to Macdonald,
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when a touchh to Barnes was the obviously
proper thing to do, Macdonald being well off- l
side at the time. At the opposite goal, in

attompting to punch a long shot over the i}a.r,.

Platt did not quite get at the bhall and it

dropped down directly in front of the geal

with the whole Brentford attack well up, but

someone managed to drop behind arnd kick

away from practically beneath the bar. 'This

was a lucky thing for Luton, for the shot was

really the final one of about half-a-dozen put

in within a courle of minutes. |
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After all this pressure, it was something in
the nature of a shock to the Brentford specta-
{ors to see Luton get a goal on the first occa-
gion a shot was put 1n to Whittaker. Warnor
started the movemenb by a clever run. finish-
ing up with a vell-judged centre, which Brown
passed over to Pickering, and tH? latter beat.
ing his man, let fly at goal while standing a
vard or so wide. Whittaker made an attempt
to stop the shot taking effect, but he only sue-
ccoded in knocking the ball into the side of the

nev.




. Betfore the effect of this slice of good fortune
had aitogether passed away, Luton forced a
corner, but I'. Hawkes closed this incident by
putting behind. He really got the baill by
chance, for White, who had the best oppor-
tunity, miskicked badly, and it came to V.
‘Hawkes before he was really aware of its
proximity, e
' * e ¥ & j
Half-an-hour from the start an equaliser
looked certain, when Blackett badly let
Hobson richt on top of Flatt,. but. Peler
brought off a fine save, luck:ly for his side.
A few minutes later, following a iree kick
taken by Watson, the Luton goal was again
endangered, but Corbett made a terrible hash
of an open goal. Another time Underwood
roi tho better of a duel with Blackett, and
racing away, sent across a square centre, which
“was not taken advantage of by his mside
comrades. it
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An even more dangercus attempt was made
by Shanks, who forced his way through all
opnosition and enticed Platt to leave his goal
as the only chance of saving his eharge. Just
before Platt could tackle the Brentiord sharp-
shooter, tho latier put 1n a tremendous drive,
which appeared certain to find the net, as no
Lutonian stocd in 1ts way., But the elevation
was an inch or so too high, and the ball
hitting the erossbar went over the net instead
of finding a2 resting-place 1nside. It was an J
oxtromely lucky moment for Luton, but as at
Millwall in the first half, matters seemed shap-
ing our way.
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After experiencing such a succeszion of For-
tune's favours, the Luton players entered
npon the second half with a good deal of conli-
donce, and for a time they at least held the:r
own buf could not add to their score. Fouls
were pretty frequent, although manv were of
a mero tfechnical nature, and the players
scarcely knew what to do 1n tackhng, for Mr
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rodie Ilffllu}lﬁ(ff‘l the smailest ofience.
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I was well _]x]:: cod for .‘f;(_,*f*fnﬁg‘ all that took
place when Gallacher was judged to have
fouled one of the PBrentford playere near

the centre of the field. Ho simply

b i u +
t‘%harged inp ])la}”(_er 11 (]ll{“'ﬁ-z‘tll.“)l“l, but a
foul was given, and from this the Bees

h{ld LI”}P ﬂfﬂ)d fortune to score i.ht} m]u:i:,.]i»irm
roal., Underwood geti INg 4Croes a centre from
the touch-line, Platt drepped the ball between
his legs, and it remained stationary about a
foot over the line for a second, when Flatd
marce another attempt to get it out with Cor-
bett in close attendance, but he only kicked it




1 er ii;h rough. It was hard lines on Plait
for his firek mistake to spell disaster, but it 15
all in the game., Sl W
: ,There was still over half-an-hour to go, and
with Luton playing up far beiter than in the
st half, the game was not lost. T'en minutes
' later, however, what proved the winning point
fell to Brontford. and over this goal strong
complaints are made by the Luton players.
Shanks was observed to be putting in one of
his characteristic bursts when McCurdy went
to tackle him, but rather to the surprise of the
onlookers, Mace completely missed the ball as
it came acrose, and, behold, Shanks was away
with it.  McCurdy at cnce claimed hands
arainst Shanks, who would not have securcd
tho ball at all only by knocking it down just
before it reached the Luton back. But the
reforeo paid no Keed, and Shanks put 1n a sno
which Corbett, following up, just turned in
oul of Platt's reach. 'I'here 18 no doubt the
roforce made a mistake, for tho appeal was
guite unanimous from the whole of the Luton
dofence in a position to see, and they visibly
pulled up, or I rather think Corbett wouid not
have been aliowed to settle ocn the ball quite
s0 -casily. Ao
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As a rule, for the final quarter of an hour
tho Bees were the attacking party, but they
could not again beat Platt, who, but for his
mistake over the goal mentioned, played a
very line game, Jut there was just one
moinent when a division of points appeared
the most probable ending. Barnes got away
with one of his dashes down the wing and
dropped a high centre weil in the middle of
the goal-mocuth. Sandy Brown cieverly met
the ball with his head and appeared to turn
it away from Whitfaker into the top corner
of the net, but the Becs' goalkeeper just
managed to get at 1t and prevent 1t passing
throuch., Although he ceuld not guite hold the i
| ball at the first attempt, he had the gooa for-
tune to get it away at a second, greatly te the |
relief of the crowd. ' ;
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Undoubtedly, on the run of the game all |
through, the Bees were ablo te clain the |
advantace, and the single-goal victory cannos |
be put down as a fluke. Still, having a lead |
at the interval, Luton have somce Causc to com- |
plain of the loss of both points, S6ells f}’le;fyf
plaved the better football during LhTe conclud-
ine hoplf., Lt was a fa,st,_g*a,mgiﬁai}d Lnue{— WOoOod
was the ospecial tavourite Widl the spectators,
with his fine bursts down thei' touch-line, which
ho usually finished with a strong centre. He
was the life and ¢ al of the Brentiord attack,
although Shanks worked much harder than 1]
have gcen hind. Parzonage also played a great
came ab centre-hall, and 1s not iar removed
From being the bost player in {his position
down Sﬁﬁiht r ' '

On the Luton side there was not that under-
stagnding we saw against the Spurs; still, 1t
could not be said that anyone played a bad
rame. White came back to his old position
as if nothing had happened, although it was
a month since his last game. Forward, Picker-
ing played his usuval clever game in mudfield,
and 19 quietly adding to his stock of goals,
which did not amount to many early m the

‘season” when others were more successful 1n
finding the net. Anyway, he had the honour
of netting the l(l()th goi,l of the season.
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