"FOOTBALL. ;

e

SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

P

WATFORD v. LUTON.

A LUCKY DRAW.

Played at Watford on Good Friday. Result:
Luton, 1 goal; Watford, 1 goal. Teams:—

WATFORD: Biggar; Aston and Brooks; Fyfe,

McCartney and Richardson; Badenoch, Goodall,
Eames, Turner and Spikesley.

LUTON: Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; Gal-
lacher, White and R. Hawkes; Warner, McDonald,
Brown, Pickering, and Barnes. ;

Referee: Mr. J. Mason.

Owing to an arrangement between the directors
of the two elevens it was agreed that the two
Southern League matches should take place at
holiday times, the gates to be pooled. Consequently
Watford visited Bedfordshire at Christmastide and
were defeated by 2-0. On this occasion the hard
state of the West Herts. ground and the compara-
tive form of the two elevens foretold a probable
repetition of Luton’s performance. The excursions
from' the surrounding districts were very largely
patronised and the number of cyclists riding to
Watford was unusually hich. The weather was far
too hot for serious football between any but severely
trained teams and the attendance was particularly
big. Light blue favours were everywhere in evi-
dence the Luton supporters turning up in great
force. : T
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There were about 7,000 péople present when the
Luton team turned out first to the accompaniment
of cheers, shortly afterwards by Watford who re-
ceived an even heartier reception. Both clubs were
not quite at full strength. Fyfe deputising for
Main in the Watford ranks, and Gallacher appear-
ing in place of Fred Hawkes in. the visiting half-
back line, who went'lame in the previous match.
One of the linesmen was recognised hy some of the
spectators as the one who was responsible for the
giving of the penalty kick that won Luton their
game on the Raturday before, against Norwich
City and he was greeted with an enthusiastic cheer.
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The start was delayed until the appearance of
tallacher who caused some little fun by turning
out in odd boots. “Bob” Hawkes won the toss and
made himself prominent in the first few minutes
by breaking up two attacks by the Watford right
wing, in which the veaénmn Captain Goodall is sueh
a noticeable figure. Luton got going in decidedly
attractive style and a shout of “goal” went up as
\gnrncr missed the post by an inch with a clinking
shot.



The badl was very lively and play as dashing a8
tho excited orowd could ‘wish, At the Tuton end
w long rango offort by Eames wont over tho b,
Following closely upon a corner whioh Blackett gave
away ‘Goodall receivod when placed almost beneath
tho bar but shol skywards, Watford got into ey
distance by moenng of good passing but MeCurdy
gavod in the nick of time from Bames, who missed
an open gonl o minute lnter, A magnificont centre
by Spikesloy was missed by MoCurdy and pnmt(-d
on to Badenoch who put in a fino coffort which
Platt clovorly saved.
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Play wag teansferved Lo the other end whoere
“Bob” Tlawkes sont a yourd or two on the wrong
side of tho post with one of his famous  drives.
Brooks miskicked o contre from Warner and gave
Brown the chunce of a lifetime but he seut heaven-
wards.  Gallacheor having left « to offect o ¢hange
in hiy odd foobgenr, MeDonald had to perform the
work of ftwo and the Watford loft wing found
themselves with w fair amount of liberly in con-
sequence,  Blackett well placed a long clearance
from which  Pickeving should have scored, but,
failing to tuwrn his opportunity to good use, ho gave
up possession to Barnes who only foreed a corner
off the goalie. Richardson committed a dirty foul
upon  MceDonald and  was  promptly penalised,
Blackett placed the frec-kick only a yard or so past
the post. “Sandy” Brown, who appeared to be in
bettor condition than usual, was playing a  fine

gameo.
°* - ®

Platt saved a good shot from Turner and Luton :
attacked again, Fyfe handling within the penalty
aven without heing detected by the referco.  Brown
ended a spell of prossure by sending high ovor, |
MceDonald “slipped and mis<ed one of the hest
chances of the game. McCurdy had fo give up a
cornor which Platt punched out; MeCariney re-
turned, shaving the post with o curling shot. A
free-kick for a foul in the Luton half of the field
was 5o excellently placed by Aston that Platt only
just saved by (mu']ling tho ball over tho bar. At
the interval there was no score.

® * ®

In the first period play had been fast aud those
was little difference between the teams, Luton | av-

ing been very slightly tho better on the general

play. The hdlves had great difficulty in | ling
the Watford forwards and Blackett and MeCu, dy
were often extended. The home halves appoared
fo be a very useful trio and broke up the Luton
attack with coolness and completeness, but the Wai-

ford forwards were a very useful five whoso passing
required a good deal of watching by the opposing
defence,
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Luton openced the sccond half with a fruitlsss
dnsh down the wing by Barnes. At the other cnd
Spilcesley got in a long but weak shot which Plafit
casily savod.  From a corner againgt Watford the
home team burst away and gave much difisutcy
unfil Blackett retrieved a former mistake by putt-
ing into touch.  Amnother corner in the visitors'
favour had to be punched away by Biggar ord
“Bob” Hawkes in his veturn struck the corner of
the goal. Luton assumed the aggressive again and
Brown headed a beautiful goal amid a scene of
great excitement. Watford oqualised less than a
minute later, Turner and Platt rushing for the
bhall which the goalic missed and tho forvawd
touched into goal. MThere was some ¢oubt as to
whether there was an infringement of the off-side
Taws.
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Thig quick reply smartencd up the play and the
Watford forward style became very brisk. i a
dangerous movement the ball passed dangerously
back and forth in front of the Luton goal several
Bimoes until it wos pub wide, The visitors’ display
sadly foll off and they were lucky to escape defeat
when Spikesley  and Turner  both bungled open
«chances. splendid centro by Badenoch was
‘headed  into Platt's hands by Bames and a fine,
acourato passing movement by the Watford for-|
wards took them up close to the Luton goal until
Blackelt saved by kicking out. They returned, and
Platt made o cupital save of a fast header by
Eamos. .
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Tufon woealkonod still more until Biggar had havdly
anybhing to do and it wos certainly Watford's gnmo
if they could huya shot. wolls - MeDonald seomod to
haye forgotten Warner's very oxistonce. A good
opening to Lufon should have rosulted from o sue-
anusful nbbaclk wpon Axton by Barnes if the othor
forwardy hind followad uy. Brown was given oft- |
wido dn biiw own Jindf,  Badanool wanb up wt expross
ppead,” White fouling  him, bringing him {o
whordubill, — Bron o Froeiels, Plall mado wn
excollent waye,  Worner hud hoen given. so fow
ohnnces thiy ol (haf ha wg‘n moraly speolutor n[l/li_d.‘
thorovowd dronfenlly advinod him o j'ul, dvonsod iy
‘ordor o onbol un onrly train, i /
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little amusing calculation in order to show the
proper distance they should stand from the ball
and a couple of wunofficial free-kicks, Blackett
cleared. Platt brought off two beautiful saves and
Spikesley missed with a long shot. Play was tame
towalds the close but Watford were always the
most dangerous team and it was a relief to the
Luton supporte1s when the final whistle sounded
to find that their favourites had escaped with a
draw..
» 8 % aen
Watford should have won by 3-1, had their marks-
manship been better or Platt’s ablllty less. In the
first half there was a very slight \balance in favour
of Luton but in the second a rot set in and they
,Wme nowhere.. The Watford game in the closing
stages was a very good one and the visitors must
be considered lucky “to draw. Of the Luton players,
Platt, Blackett, McCurdy, “Bob” HaWLes, Brown
and Barnes were the pick e ,
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