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LUTON v. READING.

~ Played at Reading on Monday. Ref:ﬁlt;.——_

T AR SN . 1 goal.
|3 b s e S e L 1 goal.

The players turned out as below : —
Luton—Platt; Plackett and McCurdy; F.
Hawkos, Gallacher, and H. Lane; Lathcron,
Warner, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes. |
Reading — Newbigging; Henderson and

Watts; Getting, Bannister, and C. Brown;

4

‘Bainbridge, Higginson, McCafferty, Aliman,

and Leonard, |
Referes, Mr. A. E. Farrant (Bristol).

Reading are one of the Southern Loa,%ui,
toams Luton invariably do well agaimst, Jﬁlt
the composition of the eleven which made the

}_

Journey on Monday did not altogether inspire

confidence. Mo begin with, Bob Hawkes could
not get away, while, as mentioned eclsewhere,
White had previously made another most 1m-
portant engagement for this particular day be-
foro he was aware of the alteration of date.
In additien to this re-shuffling of the half-baclk
lino, Macdonald received a naety 1Djury to his
ankle against Southampton, and 1t was c1s-
covered on Monday morning 1t was quUe Im-
possible for him {o turn oudt.
_ . ..

The bost was théerefore made of ithe available
matorial at the command of the Club, H. Lane
goming in for his initial Southern League
match, although he has several times previous-
v assisted tho first eloven in United. League
matches. Latheron crossed over from his usual

wing to play cutside to Warner.
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raising a represeniative team. L

. Roading were alse somewhat in difliculizes 1

m—=

ce Linton,

i they were without the services of-their amaveur
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captain, and in his place Watts turned out. He
has been a bit of a roamer this scason, having
played for Grays United and Southern U nited,

' hut with both these clubs in financial difficul-

ties ho had not been playing recently uniil
Saturday last, when he once more came ouyv in
a Reading sghirt, and {rom paper reports d:d
well. Judging from the attendance, Reading
will not be financial gainers by the alteration
of dates, but that, of course, 13 their look-out.
I should gay 1,200 spectators would be a liberal
ostimate of the numbers round the ropes, al-
though the kick-off took pl&ceéas late as 5.00.
=

By winning the tose, Reading had the advan-
tago of a stifish breaze, and for a time ap-
peared likely to run away with the Lutonians.
It naturally took a little time for the re-con-

structed Luton team to seitle down, dnd.

luckily, during this period the DBiscuiteers
failed to get a goal. MecCafferty put in about
the most dangercus attempt from a decent
range, but Platé is not often beaten by such,
and he brought oft a clever save.
) x L1

The first timme Luton got away eame about

through a nice run by Barnes on the leit wing,

and he transferred the ball right across to
Warner, who in turn passed 1t over to Lathe-

ron. Just as the latter was about to get in his
centre, Watts bundled him over rather roughly,
but it eertainly saved a goal, for with the 1n-
side men all up, it was almost any odds on
one of them scoring. The free kick taken by
Blackett was somewhat easly cleared, and play
once more veered to the other end of the Leld.
& = *

Ifollowing a throw-in near ine goai-oe,
Platt almost missed a good attempt from Hig-
ginson. But the efforts of the home forwards
were not long 1n meeting with their reward.
Bainbridge, after a swift rush down the right,
put the ball right across the goal-mouth.
McCafferty missed the centre altogether, al-
though it appeared any odds on his netting if
he but touched the ball at all, being only a
few yards out. But Allbman was on the spot a
vard or so wider, and belore any Lutonian
could tackle him. he had the ball in the net
with a bard dr:ve right away from Platt. who
naturally expected the attempt to come’from
the other side. with McCafferty in such a good

position,




Lathoron. scon after the re-start, raced away.

past Watts and put in a grand dropping centre,
which Pickering just failed to gather, or an
oqualiser must have resulted. At the opposite
ond Loeconard was allowed to get in a middle
right off the goal-line within a yard or two of
the eorner flag. Aliman prevented the
ball swerving behind, and, touching 1t towards
the centre, McCaflerty with a first-time attempt
just failed to convert. |
" * %
Luton had anocther look-in when Warner was
fouled near the penalty area, Blackett’s place
kick being pounced upon by Pickering, but
Nowbigging got dewn to Pickering’s shot at
the bottom of the upright and cleared amid
cheers. Midway in the first half Latheron, in
iaking one of his dashing runs down the right
wing, cleverly headed the ball by Watts, who
could not turn so well as in his younger days,
and ‘' Smiler ” managed to get in a fine centre.
In travelling across the goal the ball touched
a Reading defender, ang from the resulting
corner kick the Qequa}jiing goal came about.
- Newbigging and Brown both made for the
ball as 1t dropped, and the former just missed
it, but he struck Sandy a terrible blow on the
side of his jaw, and the ball cannoned off
Brown’'s head into the net. ‘‘ Rather a soft
coal,”’ said the Reading spectators, but Sandy
scarcely thought so, I judge. For a brief spei!
after this goal, Luton imvroved, and on one
occaston Loonard was offside midway between
“hig oqwn penalty”and ha.;lf—way ﬁlines.
|
~ Platt almost let his side down when he came
\ out to meet a left-wing attack and failed to
l gather the ball. Bainbridge was presented

with an absolutely open goal, as Peter could
not get back in time to reach the shot if 1t had
boen directed towards the uprights. Fortu-
nately for Luton, Bawnbridge sent the ball in
the opposite direction and a simple goal kick
rosulted. It must remain a mystery how the
Reading crack winger falled to reap the advan-
tage of Platt's misjudgment. At half-time,
therefore, the score stogd 1 goal each.

The second half was drawn blank, but this
was more the result of bad shooting than clever
defensive tactics, although of course the latter
had something to do with the result. The
Reoading forwards were the chief sinners in this
particular, and they seldom appeared likely to
take advantage of openings, even whon they
were presentod. 'The downfall of Luton’s goal
looked pretty evident, however, when, during
' a sustained spell of pressure, Bannister struck
tho crossbar with a swift rising shot. The ball

rebounded to the left, and Platt, following it
up, managed to charge down the return




| A diversion was made by Brown and Warner
working the ball well down the field with a
clover combined movement, and the former
tried a shot from good range, which Neow-
bigging had conmiderable difliculty in digsposing
| of, %ut he managed tho trick.  After this,
Reading held tho upper hand in the exchanges
for somo time and torced several corners with-
out any particular danger threatening, owing
to bad placing. 2

~ About the last real chance Reading had of
winning the game was some eight minuteg be-
foro the finish, when Platt, in fisting away a
shot from Allman, put the ball right on to
McoCafforty @ toe, but the latter failed to return
the shot, and danger passed for the moment.
As time approached, Lanton did much better, |
and on at least two occasions appeared likely
o bring off a complete surprice. Latheron got
gloan awayv and passed the ball back to War-
 ner, who tamely kicked it straight to Bannis-
tor, and the latter cleared. But the closcet |
Luton came to securing the lead was almost the
inal kick of the mateh.
| z -
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Brown, taking aim from thirty yards |
down the field with a surprise shot, caught
Newbigging quite unawares, but though the
aim was protty true, it just failed in 1ts object,
the ball almost brushing the bar at the junc-
ture with the upright and passing out. 'T'his
goal would have ensured fourth position on the
table and possibly third at the finish, but a
division of goals was really as much as Luton

deserved,
= % ™

Still, a total of 41 points constitutes a record |
for Luton in the Southern League, the previous
Lest being 40, two seasons ago when sixth posi-
tion was taken. Considering the hard work
recently put i by the team, they must be con-
gratulated on the fimish up of the season.

 Since April came 1in, s1x Southern Jeague
| matches have been played, and secing four of
them were away from home, 1t 18 certainly a
 fine performance to only lose one, and that ]
through an oﬂ"lc-ia,l errcr, at Plymouth.
* ®

The signing-on process at Luton has been con-
; tinued, and the signatures obtained up to date
aro:—Platt, McCurdy, Fred Hawkes, White,
Gallacher, Warner, Macdonald, Brown, Picker-
ing, and Barnes, while it is probable that
Blackett will have appended his signature be-
fore the appearance of these notes, thus com-
pleting the team. The directors, however, con-
template signing on three or four new players,
. o, ARl %
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