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LUTON v WATEIORD,

Played at Luton on Christmas Day,  Rosults
LIOBOD sy tsi ket via cres v w2 gonls,
WY ABTOTE vrsernsivins (LS RO nil,
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Luton—DLlatk;  IMoge and MceCurdy; T
Hawkes, White, and R, Iawkes; Warner,
Maodonald, Murphy, Pickering, and Darues.

Watford—Diggur; Aston and Richardsony
Badgor, Hiteh, and I'yle; Soar, Turner, Niblo,
L;l‘ll:h‘ﬂ, and Law.

Roferee, Mr, C, C., Fallowfield.
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I+t was a reguar holiday orowd that
assombled on the football ground on Christmas |
attornoon to witnoss what may almost be called
the annual matech at Luton with Watlord.
Aftor having had a pood dinner, thore 1s
nothing better for the average man than to
got out 1nto the fresh air and let i1t digest.
But although he is generally in a good framo
»f muind after hus Christmas dinner, if he goos
 a tootball mateh his happinss 13 not com-
ylete unless ho sees a good game and the team
0 favours having the best of matters,
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This being so, the large majority of the 8,000
or more spectators present at the mateh on
Christmas Day must have felt at peace with all
the world. The game was, perhaps, the best
contested and fastest seen on the Town ground
this season, and the frequent cheering testified
fo the faet that the onlookers were having a
good time. 'The spirit which animated the
huge gathering was evidenced by the great
amount of amusement caused by the blowing
of a coupls of small tsumpets while the Volun-
tecr Band was playing a selection prior to tho
match, and later on the chorus of ‘*’Neath the
shade of the old apple tree” was taken up 1n
different parts of the ground. p
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The game started something like a quarter of
an hour after the advertised time, owing to the
late arrival of the visitors. Something hiko
1,500 people made the journey from Watfora
in crowded compartments, and the tram was so
heavy that it did not get along very Ifast in
the cuttings. The sun was shining brilliantly
when the pame started, and notwithstanding
tho coldness of the atmosphere, one could not.
complain of the weather for the time of the
YEaT. :
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Brown was absent from the Luton team, and
his place was taken by Murphy, while Picker-
ing partnered Barnes on the left wing.  The
visitors also had a re-arranged forward lne.
which included Turner, who at one time played
for Luton, at inside-right. It would take too
much space to give a full account of a game
that was crammed with incident from start to
finish, but I will endeavour to give a general
idea of the run of the play, together with some
of the oustanding features of interest. ’

As the reader is already aware, the result
was a win for Luton by 2 goals to nil, but
notwithstanding the position of Watford in the
League, the wonder, taking into account the
opportunities that came their way, 1s that
Tuton did not score two or three more.
Right from the start Luton had the better of
the exchanges, and within five minutes Warner
and Macdonald found themselves on top of one
anothar in the goal, wondering why the ball

was not there too.
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R. Hawkes almost scored later on, one of the
baclks miskickine in front of gecal, and Soar
scomed to be a certain scorer when MeCurdy
slipped in attempting to take a bacl: pass by
White. The outside-right rushed away, but
Platt disposzed of hisshot. A few minutes after-
wards Macdonald sent across the mouth of
goal, and it seemed that the slightest touch
from Pickering would put the ball through,
but somechow the latter playor failed to get
at 1t
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Thon Turnor got through for Watford, and
tho referee allowed the point, but Luton at énce
appealod on the ground of offside, and after
consulting one of tho linesmen, Mr. IFallowfield
altered his decizion. Following a weak clear-
anco by Platt, a Watford player had a good
chaneco. but shot wide. Shortly before the 1n-
torval Barnes hoaded in well, and Biggar was

very smarh 10 saving.
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Tho teams erossod over withouf leaving the
fiold, and Biggar, who had given a really fine
oxhibition, was loudly cheered as he took up
his position at the town end. But for the
scrow on the ball, Warner would undoubtedly
havo scored almost direetly, and a fow minutes
afterwards Pickering, who was playing well
with Darnes so far as passing was concerned.
mado a bad miss. Maecdonald was in a good

osition af the time, but did not interfere, as
{1)0 ovidently thﬂnght he was mfIni:;Ic}.
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Up to this point the spectators had been very
onthusiastic, and Lulon’s first goal was the
causo of a scene unequallad on the ground for a
long timo. It was really the ontecome of a
cornor taken by Warner. Fred Hawkes, who
was standing in the midst of several players,
triod to kiclk the ball throngh, but in some wav
it went out to Warner, who bangoed 1t into the
opposito corner of thoe net from an almost 1m-
possibla angle. This happened about twenty
minutes after the change of ends, and cheers
ront the air for ten minutes or so almost with-

out a break., *
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There was good roason for if, TLuton keeping
np a fierco attack. At length Watford broke
awav, and T'yfe shot wide. A hunge kick for-
ward by Macdonald was reached by Warner,
who banged it ncross the goal. Barnes met it
and shot. but Biggar once more brought off a

gomarkable save. In thq subsequent play he




wins brought to hig lknoos by Murphy nnd
Aroppad L;m ball, but recovared it bolore any

of tho forwards could Fob Lllﬂru.
L

In nn nhln.nk by Watford, Wluin offoctunlly
provantod 'urner from uhnniuur Laton toolk
up the running apain, and 1, Hawles tried
ono of hig charnctoristio drives, which waos
eathor wido of tho marlk. Warnor, howaever,
wus handy and transforred to Piclering, who
hondod by Biggar olosg (o the far post.  From
now (o the end Luton foairly hnh‘ tho vpper |
hand, but Dig g wap mluul (o all emergoncies,
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Tha groat strongth of the Lnfmr toam waog
in {ho ]m[”mrk llnﬂ both R, Hawlkes and 17,

ILLowlkeos boing in thoir very bos) form,  Darnes
was the bost fnrwu.ld although I ur]'}hy and
Muaodonald put in o lot of worlk. ‘.Vflrxmr

was vory gpood, and he might have been given
much more to do in the first, half than was
aotually the eage. Watford were good in do-
fonce, and their forwards wore fast, buf Nihblo
lost a lot of ground in keoping the ball too |

L much.
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