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Played at Gainsborough on - Saturday.
Result : — : LR
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GAINSBOROUGH TRINITY v. LUTON.

=

Luton S L
Gammsborough ol dadern ooy o il coe

Luton—Platt; Jackson and McCurdy; F.

Hawkes, White, and R. Hawkes; Warner,
Fitzpatrick, Brown, Gittins, and Barnes.
(Gainsborough Trinity—Bagshaw; Prescott
and Cartwright; Dixon, Jenkinson, and Far-
row ; Nortney, Kitchen, Ingham, Holmes, and
Foxall '

Referee, Mr. A. Brigg (Blackburn).
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Although by the time thesec notes are 1n the
hands of readers, another and it 1s hoped an
even more successiul match will have taken
place, doubtless those who were unable to take
the tedious journey into Lincolnshire will be
interested 1n a few comments upon the game at
Gainsborough. Under the circumstances a de-
tailed report 18 not required, but whilst no
goals came along there were several interesting
items connected with - the match. Eleven
players made the journey as far as Retford on
f'riday evening, Hogg being left at home be-
cause of an injured leg, and R. Hawkes delay-
mmg his journey until Saturday morning. The
arrangements at Retford were thoroughly
satisfactory, and Saturday morning was spent
quietly there, tho party leaving by the mid-day
train and reaching Gaimnsborough after the ten
miles’ ride 1n good time.
» @ »

Gainsborongh are one of the struggling clubd,

and their ground does not possess many of the
modern *mprovements for accommodating a

crowd. Buat 1t 1s ample for their modest re-.

quirements. One of their officials informed me
that at the Second League fixture with Stock-
port County the previous Saturday the takings

wero just over £40, and this on a fine after-

noon! It was a bit curious that both teams

should be playing a reserve man at right back.
Prescott, who turned out in this position for

(Gainsborough, is an amateur, and was 1n the
sarme college team as A. Mander and A. Eling,
both of whom have played for Linton Reserves
for soveral seasons, although the former now
wears Hitehin colours. Z < '

Encouraged by the crowd, which numbered
Just over three- thousand, the home plavers
wont. off with great dash, but were evidently
excited and fintshed with many wild lunges.
Just at the start Luton’s defence was a bit
shaky, and if the Trinity plavers had kept
their heads better, 1t might have had serious
consequences for Luton. Quite early in the
game Jackson came into contact with Foxall,

and two or threp times the Gainsborough

winger managed to get through, but he made
[ittle or no use of the opportunities. ILess than
twenty minutes from the commencement,
Foxall, in making one of his wild rushes,
brought Jackson down badly, and 1t was ev'-
dent that the Lutonian had met with a some-
what serious injury. The local crowd quickly
assumed that JJ ackson was shammlg}g‘ becauso
of Foxall getting away, but as he did not rise
when the attack failed, it was clear that this
view was far from justifiable. ' "' -




Jackson went off and White dropped back
into his place, while Fitzpatrick blossomed out
as a centre half-back, and, by the way, Ingham
kriew it before many minutes expired, for he
was completely bottled up, and gave lLitble
anxiety to Platt all through the game. When
Jackson came back he first took un the inside-
richt pesition, but he only spoilt the combina-
tion, being quite unable to get the ball when 1%
meant meeting another player. Therefore
Warner dropped inside, and Jackson limped
up and down the line, waiting for chapces 1m-
stead of attemp'cing to make them.
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The first half ended with a blank sheet, and
this about represented the play. for neither
«ids had found the goalkeepers a deal of work.
But in the second half Luton had decidedly the
better of the game, and with a fair share of
luck would have won easily. Once or twice at
least Luton suffered through the referce failing
to notice infringements by a none too sCcrupu-
lous defence. Brown was twice fouled inside
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the penalty area, but not even a free kick was

civen. Several really cood attempts were only

Lept out in an extremely lucky manner. Onece
tha ball hit a plaver, and he saved unconscicus-
lv. as it were, while on.another occasion Warner
put in a particularly fine effort, a la Fulbham
match. but it missed the goal just as a small
crowd of Lutonians on the stand were shaping
their mouths to shout ** Goal.”
¥ * ' W

(Gittins broke through 1n good style near
time. This broucht Ragshaw out several
vards, and forcing Gittins over in the direction
of the corner flag, he ultimately saved the
situation. for Gittins taking the ball the merest
trifle too far, it just rolled over the line before
he got his centre in. Having an open goal t<
shoot at, Brown made no mistake and promptly
placed the ball in the net.  Naturally, the
crowd behind the ropes at that end set up a big
shout, and the refereo tell in with their view
of the incident and disallowed the goal. He
was probably correct in doing this, but evil-
dontly it was the shout of the snectators which
drew his attention to the mfringement, for at
the moment he was not well up with the ball.
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This was really Luton’s final opportunity ot

winnine the match, but knowing the replay

would have to be at Luton, the plavers doubt-

less were content with' their pariria] SUCCOES,
That, to a certain extent, was the feeling
among the supporters, for it was recognised
that a further mateh would enable matters to

richt themselves financially.
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It will be gathered that Platt had littla to
do. but he did that little well and gave confi-
dence to the rest of the team. McCurdy
plaved hig nsual steady game but for one slip
W}'l_u,:h was ultimately muddled awav., Tho sut-
prise packet, however, was White, who
tumbled to the prsition of right back at once
and never gave the slightest cause for uneasi-
';";:: The half-backs ware In ;{c’md_ form, even
plaég t.-l*'_m‘ reorganisaton of this d_lvmlnr} took
Uﬁntr;y_h?;f Fitzpatrick made B most eflfoetivo
L thim%i(; arfu] both ]Eﬁh a‘m! I‘l. Hawlkes were
omoth n form. Foxall 18 ooked upon as

Ing wonderful ot oubs«.ldf.}-left in local




circles, but he flattered only to deceive, for if
he did manage to slip by his half and full
back, he simply threw away his chances by
some of the wildest sheoting it has been my
fortune to witnoess.
- o

As a wing Barnes and Gittins were naturally
the better pair, but this cannot bs blamed to
Warner, who played a fine game practically
single-handed. Brown worked hard to get a
coal, and the faet that he oot the ball 1n the
net twice 1s ample proof of this.

Gainsborough Trinity lacked method in
every department, unless the vigorous at-
tempts of Jenkinson to stop the opposing front
strine by some means, fair or unfair, can be
Qut down vo & stuaied method. Judging from
Saturday, visiting teams have rather a rough
time at Gainsborough. and most people will

agree that it was a fine performance to keep
them out.
» * »

It 1s rather a curious fact that athough
Gainsborough were members of the English
League when Luton performed in that compe-
tition for three seasons, they have never yet
woen a game against Luton.
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Unfortunately, the gats proved to be the
smallest of the whole 22 ties, and Luton’s
share, including fares, did not amount to £40,
which will mean a big loss on the week’s ¢x-
penges, especially after the extra cost Incurred
1 travelling down overnight. '
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- One 1nteresting ttem was noted on tho return
journey. The Great Northern Railway ran
three excursions to Gainsborough, ILancoln,
and Grimsby respectively, but from Boston to
Hatfield all travelled by the same train, and
the fact that all three Southern teams to visit
Lincolnshire should make a draw and thus

~compel the Lincelnshire clubs to come South,
- was looked upon as decidedly curious.
& -~ 23,

The Gainsborough correspondent of the
“Morning Leader’ writes:—“In the North
and Midlands there 1s a prevailing impression
that Southern clubs are not good Cup fighters,
but after Saturday’s results the impression will
exist no longer. At Gainsborough it was con-
sidered that Trimity would win pretty com-
fortably, but the home side cut up badly, and
Tmton adpunistered 8 severe shock to the

T'rentside footballers. They looked for a side

which wonld play pretty exhibition football,
and would tack the speed and dash which

generally win Cup-ties. Luton. however, total-

ly deceived them, for they fought through a
typical Cup-tie in ge.miin@ G*zln-tie fashion.

“Tf the home team suffered bv the abhsence
of Retts, their stalwart and clever left back,
Imton wers more heavily handicapped by the
ininrv +o Jackson, and for nearly the whole of
the zame they mav, in perfect honestv, be said
to have plaved ten men. Even then they
plaved with more confidence than did Trinity,
and White, who dropped to full-back, letting
in Fitzpatrick at centre-half, did wonderfully
wall. and Titzpatrick was always ‘cool, clever,
and jndicions. Trinitv did not play their cus-
tomarv oame. The best forward work was:
done bv the wineers, Foxall making some fine
flashes on the laft, but he spoiled his work by
hisa wild finishes. Racshaw kept an almost
DﬁTfQGﬁ qna]_ a.nd PI‘HSG{')H} and Cart\vright
wore safo and strone at back. Jenkinson, how-
ovar. was the shining licht of the team. He
did two meon’s work at centre-half. On the
whola, Trinity were rather fortunate mn
drawing.
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“Platt. in the Tnton goal, pave a very fine
avhibition. and MeChuardy was the best back on
iho finld, Tha halveas wors stnady and reliabla,
hut the forwardas, thourh tricky and generally
clover in midfiald. wore not strome in front
of eoal. Warner plaved a brilliant winge
came. and placed eceontro after eentre with
haantiful accuracy, but tha other forwards
failad 10 talce the chanecea thus offered. Stall,
T.uton did eonciderably the most pressing, and
on the form chown ghonld win the replayed tie
at Luton on Wednesday.”
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