Southern League.

BRENTFORD v. LUTON.

Played at Brentford on Saturday. Resnlt —

Luton ....... D s aaasen 1 goal.
Brentford _esesseszacens i nil,

The teams were as under i,_I_C - gl e s

—Platt: Hogg and McUordy; JI. K CS,

W%Juttgiuanldmdléhes; b&%arnﬁr, Gittins, Brown, FKitz-
patrick, and Barnes.

Brentford—Williams; Watson and Taylor; dJay,
Parsonaze, and Tomlinson; Pentland, Hagan,
Greavoes, McAllister, and Underwood.

Reierece, Mr. A. W, McQue (London).
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Luton’s task on Saturday was certainly a for-
midapie one on paper, for Brentiord were the
only team 1n the Southern League with an unde-
feated home record. Bofh sides were practically
at fuil strength, for although R. Hawkes was
unable to make the journey, Jones can now SCarce-
ly be looked upon as a reserve, whiie Greaves at |
the start of the season was a reguiar member of
the Bees” attack, aithough Corbett has been acting
as pivot in 1.'&*{:{311?;IIr matclies. !

McCurdy won the toss, but this was of no prac-
tical advantage, inasmuch as there was little wind
about and certainly no sun. As a matter of fact,
the surrounding were dull in the oxtreme, and
it was reported to be thé smallest Saturday gate
of the present secason. The meagre attendance,
however, was due to counter attractions in town,

notably the charity match near by at Craven
Cottayze.
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The game commenced with the Bees attacking
in force, but they could not drive home the advan-
tages gained in midfield. It was a noar thing,
however, when Hagan dashed down with the ball
in a dangerous way, Greaves eventually putting in
a shot which it took all Platt’s time to prevent
scoring, but Peter just managed to keep it out,
and White had to give a corner, which was easily
cleared. 1t appeared all over a few minutes later
when, during a hot attack, Platt dashed out to
Groaves and did not get the ball away. McCurdy
fell back into goal, and it was fortunate for
Luton’s chances that he did, for otherwise a goal
mugt have resulted. As it was, McCurdy kicked

t%lﬁl ball from practically under the bar in fine
BLY10O,

To give an idea of the way the game was going
I have only to mention that Sandy was just about
thus period given offside when not more than thirty
yards away from his own goal. By the way, this
was not the only occasion by at least half a score

that a Luton forward was offside in his own half
of the field during the game.
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In the opening quarter of an hour almost the
only time Luton became dangerous was the result
of a splendidly-judged pass which Fitzpatrick gave
to Brown, and Luton’s cenfre tricking Watson in
fine style, sent in a good attempt, but just a trifie

too high, and nothing better than a goal kick for
Brentford rosu.lteg.. b -

Midway in the first half Luton made two or
three promising attempts to change the scene of
operations, and indeed on one occasion all but
succeeded in notching a goal. Fitzpatrick worked
the ball across to almost an inside-right position
and let drive with a shot which Williams could
not hold. Indeed, it appeared likely to beat him
all the way, but he just managed to punch the ball
on to the nearest upright, and it rebounded right
along the line to the opnosite end of the goal.
Barnes made a dash to get in a shot, but unfortu-
nately by this time the ball was really over the
line ‘and out of play, and he could only strike the
side of the net.
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.The game was twenty-five minutes old when a
right-wing attack on the part of Luton culmi-
nated in a Brentford player making a miskick,
and the ball went out to Barnes, who put across a
centre which hit Watson on the arm, and he tried
to prevent it travelling any nearer the goal by
knocking it down. Amid a silence that could
almost be fell the referee pointed at once to the
penalty spot, and Jones advanced to take the kick.
He made no mistake this time, for although
Williams managed to touch the bafl, he was power-
less to prevent it passing into the goal, and as
events turned out the match was lost to Brentford.
At this stage I do not think anyone on the ground
realised that a record had been made; certainly
not the Brentford supporters, for the home players
had had decidediy the better of the game so far

as pressing was concerned. .
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. Still, as the interval came without any alteration
In the score, Luton set themselves the task of
Keeping what they held, and in the second half
lmproved to a great extent on their display in
the opening “ 45" Within five minutes of the re-
start a corner was forced which Warner placed
nicely, and Jones just missed the goal by inches
only. Still, it was at the onposite end that most
of the play took place, and Platt was pretty busy
koeping out shots which, but for his alertness,
would have moant goals. It was evidently Luton’s
lucky day, for following a fine centre by Under-
wo00od, Greaves had a glorious chance, but missed

the target altogfthar. i 2

A clever run by Warner and Gitting shifted the
scene of operations, and although the first attack
was repelled, the ball came back to White, who
made a galiant attempt to increase the lead with
a8 dropping shobt which fell about a foot over the
bar on the top of the net. By this time the Luton
defonce adopted kicking-out tactics, much to the
chagrin of the crowd, but the course was quite jus-
tified in the result, for nothing further was done,
and the players trooped off the field without a
cheer. >
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This makes Luton’s fourth Southern League win
away from home, and each fime 1t has been the
only goal scored in the match that brought the
two points. It is a curious circumstances that in
the six matches which have resulted in Lufon’s
ten away points only four goals have been scored
in all.
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The game could not be classed as a great one
by any means, but Luton certainly put more heart
into their work than the Bees. As the result

roves, Luton’s defenco played a fine game. FPlatt
ad about half-a-dozen teasers to deal with, and
came out of the ordeal with credit, but the time
spent by Brentford in Luton territory should have
meant many more difficult shots being put in.
Undoubtadly the reason for this scarcity of real

ces was the attention given by Hogg and

¢Curdy, ably seconded by three fine halves.l




White plaved one of his best games of the season,
and til?]ﬂ 'Yafter time fell back to tackle when a
Brentford forward appeared clean through the

backs.
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Warner gave no ovidence of his recent
injury, and altheugh he did not put in many of
the brilliant runs he is capable of, undoubtedly
strengthened the forward line. For getting t{he
ball down the field, Gitiins proved himself Luton’s
cleverest forward, and appears to have quife re
covered from his slackness consequent upon ill-

“health at the commencement of the season.
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