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Southern League ‘

LUTON v. PLYMOUTE ARGYLE.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Resull :—
Inban-.5. ool vomi el 3 goals.

The tsams were as follow -—
Luton—Platt; Jackson and McCurdy; F.

Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Latheron,
- Gittins, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes.

Plymouth—=Sutcliffe; Noon and Orrell; Smith,

Clark;, and Fullerton: Garratt, Briercliffe,
- McLaughlin, Wright, and Burch.

Referce, Mr. A. J. Barker (Stoke). :

Luton never enjoyed a much luckier win than
on Saturday. Practically from star: to finish Ply-
mouth played the brighter and better footi:all, and
aiter gaining a well-deserved lead, were eventually
beaten by the odd goal in five. So far as one conld

Bee, however, it was entirely owing to misfortune

that the vigitors had victory snatched from them,

for it was only during Sutcliffe’s absonce that

Platt had all his work cut out
ratt, dropping the ball at the first attempt but
recovering pogsession before anvone could get near

- him. Luton replied with 2 corner, and this being
- placed by Barnes, Jones headed through quite out

- Luton managed to equalise, and but for his injury

it is e(:lioubtful iIf the winning goal would have been
scored. | ~

As a matter of fact. the Zgame was regarded as
rather a soft thing for Luton, and the five thou-
sand spectators who assembled to see it felt an
easy confidence in Luton’s ability to win. Ply-
mouth have been doing very poorly this season,
and Luton having drawn on the Westerners’
ground, were justified in lcoking upon Saturday’s
encounter as something in the nature of a fore-

gone conclusion, especially as the Argyle direc-

v0rs, at their wits’ end to know what to do, had

Eecn compelled to make sweaping changes in the
eam.

It was therefore with considerable surprise that
be spectators saw Plymouth, kicking off against
the wind, have all the best of the openine ex-
changes, and they were inclined to flatter Them-
selves that it was only a flash in the pan, Picker-
1Z once raised hopes by a spirited attempt to get
through, but as is so often the case with him, he
failed at the last moment, and later on when

Brown, well placed, received the ball from Lathe-

; ion, he could not get in his kick properly, and

he shot went high over.

corner for Luton proved fruitless, and Brown
alterwards shot just over the bar. Then Luton
had their first bif of luck. Bureh, a VEry promisg-

McUurdy, who seems to have a knack of turning
gplm goal at the right moment, got his foot to the
al

1 | just in {ime to prevent it passing over the
ine. |

After another promising but futile effort by
Pickering, Briercliffe threatened to open the Ply-

mouth account, but McCurdy took the ball oiff his
toe and so saved the situation. Garratt and Bob

- Hawkes next snowed up prominently at different

ends, and from a free kick, Pickering received and
put in a shot which missed the bar by inches.

In g further attempt by Plymouth, Briercliffe
lost a splendid chance By shooting wide, and then

to save from (Gar-

of Sutcliffe’s reach, and thus had the satisfaction

~of scoring the first goal ever obtained by Luton
- againsy, the old International.

The lead was obtained by tho homestors after
thirty-eight minutes’ play, and they lost it four
minutes later. It was a wonder they held out as
long as that, for before tho equaliser came |
Platt- ran ont a long distance, only to
iind Garratt getting on to the ball first,
and had not McCurdy once more dropped back
into goal, the outside-right must have scored.
Directly afterwards, however, the visitors forced
a_corner, and the ball going out to Smith, that
player sent in a shot which struck the 1nside of
the upright and glanced off into goal. '

Thus the teams crossed over on lsvel terms.
Farly in the second half, Luton showed a d1isposi-
tion to force matters, and several opporinnities
came their way. Once Brown had a fine chance,
but passed to Pickering, wio was offsids. Barnes
next made a splendid opening, only to throw it
away by passing behind the other forwards and
50 enabling the Plymouth halves to clear. Gitting
maintained the excitement, and wonld probably
have succeeded in scoring had not Orrell pushed
him off the ball. It looked like a ecase for a
penalty, but was not so regarded by the referee.

Then the visitors took up the running, and met
with unexpected success, Smith scoring with g
clipping shot from quite twenty yards® range.
Probably Platt’s view was obstructed, and I doubt
if he saw the ball ufffil too late to get to 1t. The
Luton custodian, however, made a magnificent
save a few minutes later, when the hall came
across from the right, and McLaughlin had a

clear run. Platt dashed out, stooped down and

stopped the ball with his left hand, and then

cleared—a periormance for which he was deserved-
1y applauded.

Following upon eother attacks by Plymouth.

- Barnes went away in grand style, and his centre

gave Latheron the easiest of chances, but the out-

- side-right mulled it badly. Sutcliffe, in an effort
' %Ld35é§t the danger, had the misfortune to d1slo-
cate his finger, and was taken off the field by his

iner. Dr. Rose happened to be present, and
gl%ater being attended to by that gentleman, Sut-
cliffe was able to resume his place. = :

In the meantime, however, Luton had egualised
the scores. A free kick was given for a foul on

- Barnes, and Bob Hawkes placing, Orrell. who had

' back into goal, was unable to keep out a
; gﬁggpfef%maéf ones, thcugh he prevented it finding

t. Mr. Barker gave a goal without a moment’s
tﬁleﬂs?tztion and emphatically declined to listen to

Ply.mouth3 s protests.
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" came on again immediately the goal
wfél i.gtlfeed, and there was then a big strugegle for
the lead. A dash by McLaughlin, who was yards
offside but was allowed to go on, seemed likely to
give victory to the visitors, but again Platt made
a rush for the ball, and-again he succeeded in
frustrating the centre-forward’s intentions. Luton
neﬂ had an abortive corner, and then Noon alto-

gether missing a centre from Pickering, gave
b

; e which he was not slow to take.
gégﬁ%éa fuhgc? cto wcover vhe fallure of the rizht




&
back, but failed, and the ma!l rolled just inside
the post.

From a centre by Latheron, Luton oama won-
derfully near scoring again, Sutciiffe fafling wila
the ball before him. - Pickering, who was on the
spot, seemed a certain scorer, but was circums-
vonted by the failen custodian, who managed 10
throw the ball out of danger. It was the last
‘incident of note, and Luton were thus returned the
winnors by 3 goals 10 2. :

As alroady stated, the gaining of the points was
about the only satisfaction that Luton could get
out of the game, for on the play they were de-
cidedly the inferior tecm. Plymouth played very
smart football, their passing being quick and
clean, their right wing especizclly showing excel-
lent form. But then Brierclifie, who has playca
anodnith Louton for the Arsenal, always was & gcod
man, -

The Luton forwards, on the other hand, were
.about as bad as they could be. The left wing
gensrally finished up weakly, while the right
showed no sort of understanding at all. Latheron
played a very fair individual game, but when he
gets the ball kis only idea is to centre, and his
partner has to fare dor himself: Whether it was
because of that that Gittins played so badly, 1
cannot say, but the inside-right ‘certainly neyer
showed worge form. He ran abont all over the
field, and more than once was Seen operating on
the extreme left. No fauit could be found with
the dofence, except that Jackson, while very ener-
gotic, was also very erratic.. - -

A singuldar feature about the first four goals was
that they were obtained by a couple of half-backs,
Jones being responsible for the two obtained by
Luton anpd Smith scoring those for Plymouth.
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