Southern League

LUTON v. READING.
Played at Luton on Safturday. Resulil :—

T R T . 1 goal.
Reading ...... e g BT T 1 goal.
Teams :—

Luton — Platt; Jackson and McCurdy; P
Hawkes, White, and Jones; Latheron, Gittins,
Brown, Pickering and Rarnes.

Reading—Whittaker; Lindsay and Geltins; All-
man, Comrie, and Weir; Bartholomew, Minter,
Idgley, Davis, and Carrick.

Referee, Mr. . Smith (Boston). :

The closing match of the season 1906-7 will live
in the memory of the supporters of the Luton
Club. II matters had panned out as most of them |
wished, the weather wonid have remained fine
during the afternoon, and Luton, by avenging the
7 goals to 2 defeat sustained at Reading last
December, would have finished up third on the
Southern Liéague table.

But the weather was by no means ideal, and for
the lirst bhalf-hour the players ran about in a
downpour of rain. This may have accounted to
some extent for the tameness of the exciianges,
but 1t soon became evident that all the twenty-two
players were not really in earnest, and, 1o make
matiers worse, early in the second half one or two
of the Read:ing men Indulged ino tactics of a very
questionable character. '

Comrie was the chief offender in this resneect,
but the penalty from which Jones scered for
Luton about a quarter of an hour from the finish
was given against Weir for trivping Giltins as
he was gotting through. Some of the Reading
players evidently did not like the idea of the
penalty being awarded against them, and argued
the point with the referee.

One of the visiting players cven went off the
field, near one of the posts, just before Jones tocok
the kick, but the referee ordered him to come on
the field again. Then, when the cZame was re-
started in the contre of the field, Edgley, evidently
bent on taking full advantage of the leniency of
the referee, dribbled towards his own goal.

After &his, the Reading defenders kicked the
ball out of play at almost every opportunity,
and on one occasion Pickering received some
rough treatment at the hands, or rather feet, of

Comrie. He retaliated under the very eyes of the
reteree, who, however, did nething but award a
frce kick. '

Up to this point no one had expected that any-
thing unusual” was likely to happen, but when
Reading scored their goal, mattsrs got much
worse. Carrick received the ball near the cenire
of the field, and was so palpably offside that
when he passed to his partner, no one seemeq
inclined to take the eifort seriously.

Davis was allowed to dash away, however, and
finished up with a shot which Piatt did not at- |
tempt to save. The referee pointed to the centre
of the field, and for a second or two there was a
silence that could almost be felt, so creat was the
general consternation.

Lven one of the Reading,directors Ioudly ex-
pressed the opinion that Carrick was at least six
yards offside when he received the ball, and a
focling of disgust at the turn things were taking
seemed t0 be experienced on all hands. Still, the
soal counted, and Luton were thus robbed of the
opportunity of finishing third on the S.L. table.

Things went from bad to worse. A minuie or
two afterwards Edegley had a little game with the
ball while players, officials, and spectators were
patiently waiting for a .throw-in, and no one
would liave been surprised if the referee had
ordered him off the field, but once more a lack
of firmnoss was displayed by the official in chargze.

By this time the spectators were feeling very
little interest in the play iteelf, but as only
another five minutes remained it was hoped that
matters would fizzie out in the natural course.
But, no. The referce, at the instance of a lines-
man, stopped the game on the side of the field
near the threepenny stand, and all the players, in-
cludi?g the goalkeepers, were seen to gather
Toun(

For a minute or two the great majority of the
spectators wondered what had happened. There
were the players and officials engaged apparently
in wordy warfare, which seemed to be of an inter-
minable character. It is doubtful if the like has
ever been seen in serious football.
At length the referee walked across the field to
2 spot much nearer the grand stand, and after
some further delay, threw the ball down. Here
and there around the pitch it had been suggested
that perhaps the referee had ordered a player to
leave the field, and as soon as play re-commenced
I, Hawkes and Carrick were seen making their
wayv to the dressing-rooms.

Then a mighty roar went up, and tho onlockers
continued to boo and shout until the end of {he
game. As has been intimated, only a very few
Deople knew why the two players had been turned
off, and the absence of any -apparent reason
taused the demonstration to assume more alarm-
Ing proportions, for Fred Hawkes i3 one of the
most popular of the Luton players. .

Seen in the dressing-room directly after hdwwas
turned off, Fred Hawkes said that when the ball
had gone out of play Carrick picked it up and
threw it at him. hitting him on the head with
8ome force. Fred naturally resented this, and ad-
Mitted charging Carrick in the back in order to

get his own back.” Evidently this little episode
%a8 not noticed by the referee, as he was follow-
ing the nlay, and the maiter was reported to him
by the linesman, who appeared to be much tho
Stronger man of the two. ; _

. When the referee blew his whistle for the last
time, the imterest centred around the gates
through which officials and players pass to bhe
"essing-rooms. Fortunately, in addition to the
Policemen om duty, a number of plain clothes con-
Stables wore on the spot, and helped to keep the
cTowd back. Notwithstanding their efforts, how-
bver, the players. the referee, and the linesmen

Yere fostled hy the crowd and had some difficulty

inggff u'ilig thr{}ﬂgh . | d 1
Severa : iy
assicteq 101‘-' the Luton directors and players

he referee to get by without much
%{louble. The remaining players were cheered as
h .W] passed, but whilo the excitement was at its
elght there was a good deal of pushing, and a
%ading man—not g player—is said to have

Bacaulted one or {wo of tho plain clothes polico-




men. He was afterwards reprimanded by the

Chief Constable.

:
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Meanwhile many of the spectators on the oppo-
site side of the ground had climbed over the
fence with the intention of making their way

to the grand stand. Some of them, however,

made for the two footballs that had been leit on
the pitch, and within a few minutes some five

hundred people had invaded the field of play.

Gradually, however, the excitement subsided,
and the Chief “Constable giving orders for the

ground to be cleared, very few people remained

until the officials left the ground some time later.
Of course, the matter will be reporited to the
F.A. by Mr. Smith, but the Luton directors have
decided to send a report with reference to the
way in which the referee conducted the game, and

I cnderstand that they will be supported by
Reading.

With regard to the game ifself, very little neecd
be said. After the first half-bour Luton were the
better team, and if they had turned all their
chances 0 account, would have won easily. Not
only were gecod opportunities missed, but som?
promising movements failed to materialise owing
to the almosi listless behaviour of some of the
forwards, and Gitting especially was the subject
of much ironical cheering from the crowd.

But badly as the players performed, thare was
not one of them half so much to blame as the
referee. Doubtless Mr. Smith would get through
ali right in an ordinary game, but he showed
himself hopelessly at fault in the control of
players whose feslings have been excited by some
entoward incident. How he can justify his con-
dnct in sending Hawkes and Carrick off for an
offence which he did not see, whilst allowing
Pickering to remain when the kicking took place

right in front of him, entirely passes comprehen-
sion,
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