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SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

SOUTHAMPTON v. LUTON.
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The football season opened on Monday. The crick-
eter will soon have put by his bat and ball for the
winter, and the goal-posts will gleam at each end
of the field. Football, of course, is a very serious
business in these days, and the interest it evokes
will pot be satisfied unless a start is made ab
the  earlisst possible moment. On Monday
therefore, Luton were due to appear at Southamp-
ton in the Southern League.

Six times the Scuth coast team have won the
championship, and, generally speaking, they hawe
always managed to take a good place, Last year,
however, they experienced a drep and fell far be-
low Luton, who figured fourth on the table, South-

‘ampton being eleventh. They have got together

a fine set of players, and evidently intend to make
a strong bid for a premier place this year in the
League and the English Cup, in which latter con-
test they have twice been runners-up. More than
one first-class team have hbitten the dust at the
Dell, and probably there will be others.

We have had an opportunity of seeing what the
Luton men can do, and it ‘may, therefore, he well
to have a 'look at the side which Southampton
have' got together. Of the old players they have
Burrows and H. Loch, goalkeepers; Clarke, Glo-
ver and Bastham, backs; Robertson, half-baclk;
+ Harrison, -Hoskins, A, B. Dyer, Jepp,” Jefferies,
Bell, Bea,re, and Mouncher of the old brigade, and
an imposing array of mew talent. In' the half-
back lme they have made several changes. Had-
ley, of Notts Forest, Smith, ofi'Plymouth Argyle,
Johnson, of Bury, an.d Thorpe, also of Notts For-
est have been induced to join the Red Stripes
half-back line. ILlawis has been secured  #tom
Brighton, Costullo from Halsowen, Bamorldge
of Portsmouth, and Hodgkinson of Bury, to
strengthen the forward line. Southampton have,
bhebeﬁone, some ‘‘hot stuff” to call upon, and the
dlfﬁculty of picking out the bes:b xs, no! doub‘r not
a'very slight. onte. . : A :

' Bob Hawkes was uob able to ' 'go - ‘South.
The popular captain, I understand, i§ ¢oing into

 business, and all the local floothallers iwill wish

him' the wbmost possible sucoess. Jones, there-

force, came and took part in the mateh at left

half.” The kick-off did not take place umiil 5.15,
on account of the anmticipated hot weather, :



' The following were the Teams:— -
\
|

LUTON.
Platt
| : Hogg McCurdy :
| F. Hawkes White Jones
} Waldters Hall Brown Pearson . Rankin
o o) ;
‘ Mouncher Jefferies Harrison Lewis Bainbridge
Hedley Thorpe Johnson
Glover Eastham
Burrows
SOUTHAMPTON,

SOUTHAMPTON SCORE EARLY,

There were 2,000 spectators at tne start, which
took place in rain. The Luton captain won the
toss and the referee had to pull the game up for
a foul against White. The ball was plmed to
Mouncher who shot hard at goal.  Thé' ball
striick the post and glanced off along the ooal
Platt in pursuit. Bhsfore he could get to .
Lewis was in a good position and quickly scored
goal No. 1 for Southampton.

This was a most unfortunate start for Luton
for the game was only about a minute old ‘when
the disaster befel them. Nothing daunted, how-
ever, they set about wttamptmg retaliation, but
they were not blessed with the luck which accom-
panied Souhampton.

Hawkes forced the play and gave 'to Brown.
The latter shot and Burrows coming out, failad
to pick up the sphere because of the sl1ppe1y
state of the ball, but recovered at the second at-

tempt, no Lutonian unfortunately being up.
 Bainbridge ran through and cemtred, Harrison
almost heading a second goal for Southampton.
~ From close quarters White headed away into
touch a flying centre from Bainbridge. Jones
passed to Pearson and Luton’s left made a nice
“attempt, but Johnston stopped by fouling. The
free kick came to nothing, Eastham reliev-
ing. Luton right attacked, causing Glover to kick
out. Hawkes robbed Mounch®r, forcing a goal
kick to Lutom. : ‘
 Mouncher put in a grand shot, and. Platt
punched up amid a’crowd of pla,ye'& ‘White even-
tually clearing, assisted by a bit of luck. Rankin
was fouled near the corner, and the fice kick was
‘w}ell p{ﬁce& Hawkes putting the ball just: wide
of goal |
} Burrows threw away a long shot and South-
ampton then played the long passing game. Bain-
bridge and Mounckter being - furnished with the
‘ball at every opportunity. Luton -forwards . did
not settle down for the ﬁrst twentby - minutes.
Hall and Walders managed to get through from
4 miskick by Fastham, and Walders slun« n a
\fine shot. Burrows scarcely hsld the ball, becalise
of Brown’s close attéhtions, but the referee, how—
ever, gave ‘‘Sandy” offside.

Jontzs gave Pearson the ball and some good
bination from. Brown and the Luton left %2;

pla ed

Rankin, howpver,

\

|

| threatened danger.
wide. Harrison had a clear run thr
McCurdy -hooked him down from. beh
crowd hooting a good deal. Bam&:udga -

again, but McCurdy just nipped in
back to Platt, the latter relieving with
kick. The rain stopped a,boub tiln f
ball' was very greasy.
Off-side against Mouncher g.a,ve Infbo po!
tunity. Hall received from Hogg, whi toék the
place kick, but the referee pulled up Wal \;
doubhfully Rain only stopped \for ter
coming down again. harder bha.n ever
tening to stop the game, :
A corner was conceded Sout
easily cleared. Mouncher trick
‘on the goal line, but :
kick into touch.  An
Saints and from this |
‘was again given |
but, the ball pase
attem; ;




‘but the ball hit tie side of tne wet and {mij

proved a goal kick.

" Half Tsme** |
SO'UTHAMPTOl\n i ONE
LUTON e

‘Th the second half Ra:nkm shot thn*ty qug m)t

and the ball shaved the bar. Jones fouled Bain-

; from bithes (4 o RN L1

bridge and was cautioned by the referes. Harri-
son almost headed through from a place kick.
Platt, who dashed out to Har Tison (who was
pr;actltc&llv clear again) and, giving a huge kick
placed the hall on the top of ther stand, Twice
Platt punched away, while s,ulrovuﬂdxea by oppon.
ents. ,

Hawkes ran throucrh ansd ’rhe D&H was passed to
Jones, who sent oub again to Rankin, who put m
a gmunder w.hmh hit the out51de of ﬂ:‘ﬁ gonl-
post.

Hall sent Walders through, but the Iatter player
was not, well placed, and Glover put out the near
corner. Brown passed with a side kick to Pear-
son, and FEastham handled. A penaity was
awarded to Luton; Jones took the kick and
scored in the corner of the net, and' thus eqml
1sed uwenty minutes after the re&bart

F&esmt. i
SOUTHAMPTON TWO |
LUTON ’ ‘ ; ONE

Jefferies wored for Southamptpn 10 m*mr&m }
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