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LUTON v. SOUTHAMPTON.

Plaved at Southampton on Monday.
- Result : —

Southamplon: . s, 2 goals.

LUt e R bl s 1 goal.
The teams were as under : —

Luton—Platt;c Hogg and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, White, and Jones; Walders, Hall,

' Brown, Pearson, and Rankin.

Southampton—Burrows ; Kastham and
- Glover ; Johnson, Thorpe, and Hadley; Bain-
bridge, I.ewis,” Harrison, Jefferies, and
Mouncher. |
Referee, Mr. H. Pollitt (Manchester).

Luton have never been able to earn much
glory at Scuthampton, and thus 1t was almest
| too much to expect winning honours with a
newly-constituted forward rank in their open-
ing match at the Dell. Last season 1t will be
remcmbered the weather conditions for the
opening match were far from ideal for foot.
ball because of the heat, but this time the
rain, which commenced about a quarter of an
hour bofore the kick-off, made matters very
} unpleasant the whole of the first half. From

a linancial point of view this was a serious
matter, and as Luton were interested through
the change of the orginal date, it was unfor-
tunate. At the start, very few spectators
were present, but before half-time there were

stimated to be at least 4,000 in attendance.

Both teams were materially altered from
last scason, only five ‘‘ Saints’® who played
In tne corresponding fixture last year figur-
ing on the card, the half-back line being an
entircly new one. R. Hawkes being unable
to get away 1n mid-week, Jones was given the
left-half positicn; otherwise the Luton team
- was  according .to general expectations.
McClurdy, acting as captfain, managed to win
the toss, but small advantage was gained
thoreby. Indeed, disaster quickly overtook
tae Lutomians, for Harrison, kicking off,
passed the ball forward to his 1nside partner,
who was tackled by Whaite, and the referee
promptly awarded the home team a foul only
a yvard or so outside the centre circle. This
was placed by Eastham, and the ball dropping
at Mouncher’s fooet. he worked himself into
posttion and let drive with a grounder which
anneared to be going wide, but just struck the
bottom of the - upright and went off at™ a
tangent right across the goal mouth. Platt
stood helpless, for Lewis, wno was not more
than a couple of yvards out on the opposite
side of the goal, had simply to touch through,
the game being less than one minute old.

It was an extremely lucky point, but it had
its influence on the game, and 1t meant that
Luton were 1n for an up-hill fight right away
from the commencement. At the opposite
goal Luton were not so fortunate, for taking
a pass from his half-back, Sandy put 1n a
ratner tame shot, which Burrows came out to
meet, but failed to pick up. The ball rolled
through his legs, but it stopped dead just
behind him, and he was able to turn round
and recover at a second attempt. A goal at
this stage would probably have livened thirgs
up a bit, but, as 1t was, the game became
quite tame, and there was very little artistic
work 1n evidence. Both sets of defenders
wer> more tiran able to hold their opponents’
attacking line in check, and long kicking was
a distinct feature of the plav in the first half.

Bainbridge - proved himself the most
® dangerous customer in the aggressive line, and
caused Jonos and McCurdy to put in all they
knew to keep him in check; indeed, cne long
attempt from the touch line was all over a
scorer but for White getting his head to the
bal! right in the goal mouth, and thus reliev-
ing the danger. On ancther occasion White
came to the rescue when Plait stopped but
could not clear a shot from Mouncher on the
opposite wing. After sor:e twenty minutes’
play, a corner fell to Luton’s share, this being
the first in the match, but nothing came of 1t, |
and play on the whole wag far from exciting
for a considerable period. _ ¥
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Eventually, a clever run on the part of |
Bainbridge culminated in his parting with the
ball and placing it well across goal, presenting
Jeileries with a gloricus chance, but he quite
failed to take it, and tamely shot wide. After
a short spell of attack on the part of Luton,
Harrison pounced on the ball a few yards in-
side the Luton half, and getting off before
the middle line were aware of the danger, ap-
peared to have a clear run into goal, buft
- McCurdy just managed to get at him, and
- without hesitation tripped him up amid howls
from the crowd, who were hoping for a goal.
- The rain by this time had literally soaked the
players to the skin, and some thought the
referec would stop the game, so heavy were
the showers, but the players kept to the field,
and on half-time approaching the weather
cleared. Still, it was most difficult to control
the ball, and many mistakes were made on this
account. Southampton were given the
advantage of two or three corners, one, at
' least, of which was of the doubtful order,
- Jones appearing well 1n play when he got at
the ball.  Still, 1t was of little moment, as
nothing came of 1t, except that Jones was
neticed to be holding repeated conversations
- with the holder of the whistle. Luton tried
once or twice to 1mprove matters before the
interval, but could not manage to get 1n a
really dangerous attempt to Burrows, who did
not appear too comfortable in goal, and i1t was
porhaps fortunate for his side that practically
nothing came within scoring range.

Tho first item of interest in the second half
was a drive up the field from Hall, which
Rankin sccured and put in a shot from thirty
vards’ range, but his aim was a trifle teo
high, and the ball travelled over the crossbar
at a tremendous pace. A bit later a foul was
- awarded against Jones, and the ball being
well placed, Harrison headed just wide of the
upright from a nice position i1n front. Matters
also looked a little dangerous a few minutes
Jater, when Harrison got clear away with only
Platt to beat, but he kicked the ball a trifle
too far forward before making his shot at
goal, and Platt dashing out, sent the ball on
to the roof of the stand. Helped on by the
chcers of the crowd, the home forwards here.
abouts put i1n several smart shots, and Platt
three times in quick succession brought off
good saves, two in rather close quarters, with
the players literally surrouwsding him.

Rankin hit the bottom of the upright with
a shot following a kick down the field from
F. Hawkes, but as a rule the Luton forwards
finished very tamely. But this was not the
case with one effort. Brown cleverly passed
with a side-foot kick to Pearson, and the
latter let drive with a cross shot which was
certainly travelling in the right direction.
Eastham, however, partially turned round
and struck the ball down with his hand inside
the fatal cighteen yards, and a penalty was
the result. Jones was entrusted with this,
and scorerd with a fine ground shot, which
cntered the corner of the goal well out of
Burrows’ reach. |

This equaliser came midway in the second
half, and a division of points appeared a fair
 possibility, for the Luton defence was holding
out well. But ten minutes before the finish
- Jefferies obtained what proved the winning
goal, although again 1t was 1n a way a lucky
one. Harrison put the ball out to Mouncher,
and the latter returning i1t acrogs the mouth
of the gzoal, Jefferies rushed up and had the
 good fortune to have the ball drop right on his
- outstretched foot and glance through the goal.
This really scttled matters, for I.uton could not
oxpect to onioy the luxury of equalising a
socond time in the eclosing minutes. The
crowd were most enthusiastic In urging the
““ Saints ’ to put on another, and but for the
steadiness of Platt and his backs they
undoubtedly would have done so. IHowever,
' the odd goal is sufficient to gain the needed
- points, and the end came with victory resting
~with Luton’s opponents.

' Undoubtedly, the chief cause of the absence
of brilliant forward play was the drenching
rain during the early stages, for i1t was almost
impossible to control the slippery ball on the
wet grass. Any way, the Luton forwards
were not seen to the advantage expected from
the practice game displays. Rankin was the
most effective 1n getting the ball down, but
the whole Iline failed to get 1n a really
dangorous attempt inside the space defended
by: Burrows. The only shots which had suffi-
cient pace to beat a goalkeeper were either
too high or too wide, and Burrows had quite
an easy ninety minutes.

From the Luton point of view, the best
featuroe of the game was the stubborn defence
set up, and in this department no weakness
manifested itself. Platt did not have as much
work to get through as in many games last .




saason; still, he made no mistakes. Hogg and
McCurdy kicked strongly, and +ha K- ‘e
attack paid them wholesome respect right
through the match. No members of the half-
back line stood out brilliantly above his com-
rades, but all three worked their hardest and
each did woll in his respoctive styles.
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The great improvement in t‘le gou‘rh..l,mpton ;

- side since last year was ths W YT,

‘middle line, and in Jolinson, Tho*-*]m and®
Hadloy t.rloy* appear to have-’ remediced their

chicf weakness of the previous season. Bain- .

- bridge seems iikely to be an acquisition, but

Le‘ms from Brighton, was far too clumsy an&
a,ppea,rod clow.
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