FOOTBALL, 5 - v

SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

—_—

LOTON TOWN v. CRYSTAL PALACE,
BLUES IN SPARKLING FORM.
GLAZIERS CATCH IT HOT,
Ay Tost! After so many failures this
" o keen pleasure to he able to record
Mgilled’ wc]l-dese_rved( victory last &
'mutoﬂ Town Were in tip-top form, ang Crystal
Blhce tho sufferers. 'I?hey were out-played ang
3 t,.POi“de) and the following yesu)g does not
g:tter the superiority of the winners:— .
LUTON | &
CRYSTAL PALACE 0,

i.D'Success came almost entirely as the result of

g risky experiwent on the part of the town direc-
s in choosing Rankin for the most dificuls

f all positions, centre forward, but the experi-
g ent was as  productive of good as its daring
.‘anﬁ“ed it to b,e‘ Thg forwards played 'Yery
fectively, and it was dx_ﬁ;cult at times to realise
fhat four out of thc; h\‘/e were the same men
4 have given }etharglc displays in the past. The
growd Was ‘delighL‘ed, and the home elevens fol-

owers, finding their fayourites in winning ‘mood,

yed the match out,instead of tollowing the prac-
s to which they have_become accustomed, | of
eaving the ground 15 minutes before the finigh,
When they did file through the gates their coup-
enances Wore pleasant looks, unlike the grim
ourness displayed on previous oceasions.

Although the Palace di¢ not score, it must not
be imagined that they played at all like a beaten
cam. The pluck of the Glaziers has won them
aurels in the past, and their bustling tactics

re relinquished when they found the score was
going against them. Indeed, they were good value!
or a goal, but the star performer, “Lady” Wood-'\‘
ger, had no chance to shine. “Bob” Hawkes
‘stuck to him, and a great distance never separated
the pair. The game had been in progress only a
short time before the the Luton captain had his'
| measure, and after that Woodger took very little
\parh in the play. S
- Platt would doubtless have been more pleased
to have more work to do, to show his appreciation
of retnrning to the first eleven, but he had ‘a fair
amount to occupy his attention, and perf A
it to everyone's satisfaction. McCurdy was s:
buti not so sure as he sometimes is. For “Punch’
Dimmock one can have nothing but praise. He
possesses the coolness and much of the skill of a
professional of long experience. It speaks wol-.
umes for his worth when we say that even Hogg
has seldom been missed during his unfortunate
ndisposition. Dimmock is a lad with a, future, and
the promoters of the Luton Tradesmen’s League
‘and Cup Competition have every neason to be
proud of having been the cause of his discovery
—if that term is permissible.

The half-back trio were iescpecially effective,
and the untiring Jones played one of the games
lof his life. White would do well to watch a fault,
that of inaccurate passing to his comrades in the
lline in front of him. “Bob” Hawkes was the same
Bob as usual. His dainty footwork and keen
S stood his side in good stead, as he was
alvays where he was wanted. Among the attack-

 five, the palm must be awarded to Rankin,
Wio showed the crowd his abilities as he has
lever shown them before. The place he flled
80 well is one in which only a few foothallers
f real merit, can shine, and that he did so in his
8t attempt proves him to be a skilful player.
He fed his inside men smart, and kept the wings
o0 the move in a style thab gave the crowd Byery
Eatisfaction.

With Poarson fib—in the opinion of the well-
“10Wn bone-setter,Mr. H. A. Barker—the directors
24y have some difficulty in chocsing the man to
% the pivot of the front rank, bub the healthy
Walry gof up should ‘result in nothing but good
Othe club. Rigate showed his merits conclusively
BUb ke is too anxious to score himself, and thereby
BD0ils ¢00d chances that might be turned to ac-
"Nt from g good centre. Fred Hawlkes is devel-
Ping into  vory useful inside, and Moody has
o justified his engagement by the club. His
sover heading is of the greatest assistance to his
84S, while Walders and he makes a very useful
Wing, A facbor in the success of the home side
oy the very mnoticeable weakness of _the right
! ok, Walker, who mis-kicked several times, and
V25 yory uncertain when flurried.
My, A Shallcross, of Iseck, held the whistle,
Sat tho start Mr. G. Wistow: Walker was on
M0 line, pending the arrival of one of the ap-
Mbed officials, who was delayed by the fatal
»'}'&!iun at West Hampstead.
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aturday,




wrrsTined up as under:—

LUTON.
Platt
McCurdy Dimmock
R. Hawkes . White Jones
3 'gﬂtﬂ I, Hawkes Rankin Moody Walders!
3 ¢ & O
g W,;es Woodger Owens Swann  Roberts
! - Brearley Ryan Innerd
4 Edwards Walker
Hall

CRYSTAL PALACE.
1 Rg,nkin set the ball on the move, and on Luton’s
‘ {u‘Sﬁ attack the centre forward had the misfortune
Jose control of the sphere when an opening
eeented itself. Walker at once began to show
| Leakness, and profiting by a miss of his Moody
.W unfortunate’ to have a smart middle headed
ind by Edwards. Moody distinguished himself
ain by getting past his opponents alone, but
A:JIG goalie was speedier than he and averted the
pger. After this the Palace caught the home
yes momentarily napping, and Davies was al-
]m‘led to ggt into -his stride, the only result,
Jowever being a shot from the wing that Platt
[ jas quite prepared for.
" gormers against the Glaziers were very fre-
uent, and flag kicks in this half numbered seven.
}mr the Luton goalie had saved a hard shot
from Swann a good centre by Rigate beat Rankin
cause of ils pace, and another opening went
fstray- Nearly 15 minutes from the start the
Toyn_were rewarded by a smartly-obtained goal
Moody, registered from a neat middle of
iga.te’s- The game had only just been re-started
when the Palace had a fortunate escape. A flag
i from the foot of Rigate struck the head
of Jones, who was in the goal mouth, but the ball
‘pounced backward instead of forward. Hall was
lso lucky to get away a centre by, Walders with
nkin on top of him.
| The homesters pressed almost continuously, and
the Crystal Palace defence was kept in a state of .
petual anxiety that resulted in many corners.
From one of these, ten minutes from the interval,
Moody’s head put on the finishing touch to Wal-
Jers’ kick, and he found the net for a second time.
Just before the whistle sounded for the usnal few
minutes’ rest, Hall found himself in difficulties.
e had possession of the ball, and received "the
ust attentions of Rankin. It was remarkable
fhat no point was scored, but the unhappy cus-
jan received relief by the referes’ #warding
ree kick for a foul. Th teams changed over
h Luton leading by 2—0. "
¢ Very few minutes elapsed after the resumption
before Crystal Palace were engaged upon a stiff
iggle to get on a more iequal footing, and Platt
ipped over the bar a very good attempt to score
from the foot of Woodger, From the corner kick
ball struck Owens on the side of the head
h a force that rendered him incapable of play-
for a couple of minutes. The Glaziers adopted
mshing tactics, but could not find a weak spot |
in the home defence. When they had worn their |
ies down, the tide turned, and the Town
Teturned the compliment by attacking, but with,
‘u success. : .
all was almost defeated by @ shot from Fred:
es, which he dropped- Rankin rushed, but
e custodian was just able to clear. A minute.
er, however, he had to acknowledge himself

3 slightest chance of saving.
y should have converted a centre by Rigate,
ent behind, and the Palace then woke up to
act that a desperate remedy was necessary
d any prospect of success. Therefore,, for.
they adopled the ome-back principle and:
the anger of the crowd. The Glaziers suf-'
ard luck when Swann hit the post from a
I, but at the other end Rankin was equally
Wate in shaying the cross-bar with a shot
tved a betber fate. An almost similar
waited Rigate, whose attempt the cus-
hed over the top of the goal. Tho last
he match was notched five minutes from.
s the result of a deliberate foul within
ds committed by Bdwards upon Riga,teé’
5
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