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didaes forthe title of ‘‘wooden spoonists,’ Luton
. Towl and ‘ortsmouth, on Saturday afternoon, on
the firmes ground, rvesulted in a victory for the
,hom:é(sxdeby 2—0. It is the iromy of fate that
~ the tfo tams who finished in such good positions

last sasc should find themselves at the present
sime hecuying the lowliest places on the BSouth-
ern kage table, but no one who watched them
do bitleon Saturday will need seek far for the
reasd. « flatter game has, seldom been seen in
Iutd, tle cause of the dullness being the msuffi-
cientforward work of both sides. ‘Though the
: wa it would be idle to say the crowd felt
theywee getting value for money, and a fair
im of the spectators hailed the approach
fnish with pleasure rather than regwet. . .
: aying this it must not be supposed that they
wen dissatisfied with the team as a whole, or
evel with individual members. For the defence
-~ thehad nothing but praise. It was the lack of
mabtion and understa,ndmd among - the at-
that spoilt the afternoon. To be candid,
ﬁbMuuL showed so little improvement since the
encement of the season that some of the
m¢ optimistic supporters could not put aside
a pr that the club will not rise much higher in.
+thi table. ~ Newvertheless, the vicbory was very
‘weome, for it was the first win the 'beaxn had
od since October 26th, when a surprise was
inistered to Crystal | Pa.lace. i
att was a spectator during the grseater pa,rt.‘
he matah the halves and backs finding little
tatle in breaking up the weak efforts of the
pey forwards. Hogg and Dimmock kept up
| hest traditions of Luton for excellent work
ijthe rear, and the halves were sound. Moody
the most useful of the forwards, his head
of the greatest value to his side. The
st of his comrades in the front string weme mode-
. Rankin pleased not a few, but he has never
yed so well in the pivot position as W’h!em ‘e
given his first trial there. Sy
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Lamton was set to start the ball rolling  and

e the first to settle down. The goalis was
rought to his knees by a smart shot by Ran-
in and the custodian was very smart to save
poﬁher very hot ome from Bob Hawkes. The
}tters namesake in the forwand line dribbled
hrowgh well and passed out to Rankin who
0(-, over the bar instead of centering. At the
er end the Town was favoured with a slice
f luck when Wilson missed 'an opening pre-
ented imy by Birtles. Bellamy {received =
sty kick on the knee which necessitated lim
;vamg the field for ten minutes and on his
pturn he changed places with his wingmate.
Mo-ody endeavoured to pierce his way through
&ha defence unassisted until the backs forced him
\0 relirquish his idea and transferred the ball
o the other end. Dimmock 1mmed1a,tely return-
& it with o clean cleamance from which Ran-
kin gme Philip some trouble with a well-directed
elontt Wialders followed the centme-forward’s'
exvmple with a elever middle from the opposite
wing but the Pompey goalkeeper was still alert:
and twisted the sphere mound the post for an
abotive corner.

Vhite had the misfortune to kick the hall to
Bivles close to goal, but the forwamd dallied so
log and shot so weakly that he never looked
ascorer. Luton then pressed for a full minute
sthout gaining any advantage until a hot shot
Iy Moody showed the splendid capabilities of
Thilip who saved cleverly. Moody endeavoured +to
md his weak point a second time but his aim was
mperfect. and the leather flashed behind. Bob
dawkes performed similarly with a free-kick just
ouiside the penalty area.
| 4 corner at the other end temporarily altered
Hh¢ complexion of affairs but it turned out mesult-

and Luton took up the running again. Ran-
ki was the first. to get a clear chance, hut e dal-
id with it at the eritical moment and found
mself robbed just afterwards. Bobh Hawkes

ed Iim to an' example of shootmg without
ibation and Philip was very alert in keeping
colours flying, Amother foul on Rankin
ought the msual pumishment which Captain
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ob was unable to turn to accouns, but the
ortsmouth custodian’s fists came into  @ction

wice in, quick succession in'a short, sharp period
danger.

| Hogg was guilty of a foul mpon Wﬂsonand

it says much for the sportsmanship of a section:
f the 5,000 cmowd ‘hhat lmmedla.’caely shuud:s of

was/alive to his opportumtles and let pass un-
notped a centre from Walders that might haye
beei converted with a mere tap. Rankin ,was,
P up for offside when he looked like banging
inty the met and just afterwards he' lantded tihe
on the top of the crossbar. ‘
he Ifew minutes’ vest ‘arrived twrbh neither |
t ha.vmcr scored, thﬂugh of bhxe two goalkeepers ;

wnd cmdmlly applauded the Pomrpey cusbodnan
n he resappeaved on the field in recognition
of hig splendid services to his side during the
st half, ' Krby, who was the pick of the
sxtmb attack tried to get thwough aloms, but
ogg stopped him at the expemse of a cormer
tld another flag-kick was conceded shortly

torwards by Platt bub nenﬂmr speh. the least
(lamger, Sl et g )




Dix received a pass from Kirby and had what
looked to be a ““gift” but he wildly shot behind
vhen he had no one bub Platt to beat. Walders
managed to place the ball between the posts
at the other end but the whistle had just soumnd-
-ed because the ball had been out of play. Ran-
kin was placed on the injured list anmd left the
field for repairs. During his absence Moody head

ed the ball into the net in neat fashion fromy a

centre by Kigate. This goal was obtained dur-
img Ramkin’s absence but the re-appearance of
the centre-forward a few minutes later brought

~about @ second goal. Rankin had mno soomer

got into his place again tham he was enabled to

put in a shot that struck the crossbar. It me-

bounded back into play at the foot of Fred
Hawkes who scored with ease.

A minute afterwards Kirby should ha.ve me-
duced the lead but when | standing close in skied
the' leather owver the crossbar and out of the
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field. Platt saved a magnificent shot from. Wil-

sor and for some minutes there “was every evi-
dence th#t the fact that they were two goals

behind had had a good effect upon Portsmouth

who showed themselves in better light than they

“bad previous y done. Kirby only just missed the

post with @ nice header on ome occasion and on
another Dimmock had to bring him to a standstill.

Pompey continued to fight hard to get on more

even terms and it was only Luton's sterling

defence which held for them the lead already

obtained. For the first time during the match

play began to get really interesting but unfor-

tunately the light was also getting bad. A few
minutes before the finish Rankin retired and the j

homesters were left with only ten men but they

had little dificulty in holding thmr o'wn and t‘hu
Town ran out victorious by 2-0¢ R e ;
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