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Luon—Platt; Hoggr and Dimmock: Jones, |
Wnite, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, ' . Hawkes,

Pearzon, Mowdy, and Walders. ‘
Millwall—Joyce; Shreecve and: Sutherland:
Frost, Comrie, and Blythe; Hunter, Milgom, |
]

1'wigg, Jones, and Johnson,
Ieteree, Mr. G. H. Muir (Southampton).
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It was not with any greai degree of confi- |
dence thab the supporiers of the Luton (,..‘-lub'
looked forward to the match with Millwall, for
the Lighht Blues were only one from the bottom
position on the table, while .the Dark Blues
were four from the top. Moreover, the
visttors had :ecently been victorious at Luton |

a2 a Western Lecague matceh.
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Both teams were practically at full strength,
Pearson being included in the Luton team at
centre-forward, and Twigg, the well-known
goal-getter, occupying a similar position in the
ranks of the wisitors. MeCurdy was an
absentee from the Luton team again, and his
1lace was taken by Dimmock. Although the
weather was fine there were not more than five
thousand spectators. The ground was very
vheavy, but the play throughout was fast, both
sides going for all they were worth.
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Pearson kicked off. and Luton were fortu-
nate enough to ccore 1n the first minute. Kol
lowing a tarow-in, Jones kicked the ball across
and IMoody touched it with his head. The
phere secmed likely to go out of play, but
Joveo attempted to gather 1t near the upright.
ITe did nol obtain control of the ball, and F.
Hawkes, being well up, kicked it into the net.
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After this Joyee saved from Walders, and
Platt having negotiated an attempt by Twigg,
. Hawkes tested the Millwall custodian with
a hard shot. Joyce was not able to hold the
ball properly, and if any of the Luton for-
wards had baen on the gpot a second goal must
have resulted, b;lt only a corner accrued.

A long shot by Pearson was the next feature
of note, and then White tried his luck. The
spnere rebounded from the bar, and F. |
Hawlkes promptly scored the second goal of the
match within {en minutes of the start.” The
inside-rignt seemed to be oftside, but Joyce
certainly attempted to “play” the ball when
it struck the bar, and rrobably touched i1i; )
otherwise offside mustﬁhave nullified,
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Two goals for Luton so early in the game
locked very promising, ezpecially as the hoine |
players had shown such good form in the open-
ing exchanges. As the time went on, however,
Millwall improved. They managed to got
through once before the interval, and but for
the smart work cf Platt, would have been on

level terms when the teams cressed over,
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Twigg sent wide from a free kick and then
Hunter shot jusi by the far post; a few inches
would have made all the difierence, for Platt
was al the osher end of the goal. In the next
fow minutes Dimmock put in some good work
in front of his own gocal, but the mosy dan-
porous attempl at this period -was made by
Rigate, who sent in a splendid shot. Joyce
happened to be in the way—fortunately for

Millwall.
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Twenty minutes from the start Twigg scored
Millwall’s only goal. It was a fine eilort. Ie
received near the middle of the field between
ihe two backs, and raced away. When about
twenty yards from Platt he let fly with a low
shot. 'The Luton goalkeeper goi to the ball,
but let it go over the line. Onlookers though’f
that, Platt was to blame for allowing the shot
to score, but if that were so ho made full
atonement by giving a grand display during
the remainder of the game; indeced, it i1s not
too much to say that Luton owed their victory
to him as much as, if not more thap, to any
other man in the team.
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Walders and F. Hawkes narrowly missed
finding the target, forcing a couple of corners
botween them, and then the Millwall ocutside
forwards became prominent, but their efforts
were frustrated by Dimmock and Platt, who
brough off a really grand save from Hunter.
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Tho last incident of note befere the interval
was an attempt by Twigg, who got away on
his own. Hogg headed out, and one of the
hali-backs cleared. There were many similar
situatlons 1n the second half, and time afier
time 1t seemed tha{ Millwall manst score. They
were ~certainly the better team in the latter
nmoiesy.
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On one occasion when Platt was saving from
the Millwall outside-left. the ball curled up out
of his hands, but he caught it acain. Luton
then got away, Walders preventing the right
back from getting in his kick, and passing to
Rigate, who forged a corner. |

A minute later the Luton outside-right put
across a cenire, which Joyee met with his right
foot. 1t was well for his side that he did, for
1f he had attempted to gather the ball in all
probabilitv ¥, Hawkes would have got in a
kick and thus pegforme;i the hat trick. -
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Frost almost scored with a free kick, a fast
low shot travelling by the post. Then Rigate
accepted a pass by Peargon, and tried to ge; at
clogse quarters so as to make a goal practically
certain, but before he oot in what was to be
his final kick, Shreeve rushed across and
clecared in brilliant fashion, albeit the ball
weng out of play.
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As the time wore on, chief 1nterest centred
in the forward play of the visitors. Once after
Luton had taken a corner, Johnson got away |
nicelv, but Hogg prevented him {rom
troubling Platt by kicking behind. After this
Platt did well to save from Johnson, and one
of the best saves of the mateh was brought oft
a minute later, when the Luton custodian
saved a hard shot from the inside-right, who
seemed certain to score. |
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Half-an-hour from the finish a mist ecame
over the ground and gradually developed mto
a fog. It became increasingly difficult to
follow the flicht of the ball, which might at
almos; any moment have found a restmg-place
1n the net behind Platt. '
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Slowly the minutes went by, and yet Mall-
wall did not score. The hope that Luton
would gain the two points caused the spec-
tators to long for the end to come qulc-lfly.
The end did come eventuallv bup before tnen
Luton had added to their score. A centre by
Walders was met by F. Hawkes, and Pearson
having shot, Moody assisted the ball over the
line with his foot.



This was in the last minute of the game—a
very curious fact seeing that Luton had scored
In tae first minute. The game was a terribly
hard one from beginning to end, and there
were very few dull moments, How the plavers
kep; up' the pace on the heavy ground is a
mystery, and special eredit is due to the
visitors, who were certainly the better team
in the second half, though the only goal scored
during thaj period went to Luton.
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So long as they kept the ba' going from
wing to wingzg and played the open game,
Laaton held their own, but when thev gave this
up for shorg passing, Millwall were able to get
the pull. By hugging the ball so closely. the
Tuton forwards delivered themeelves into the
hands of the Millwall halves, who played with
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any amount o
Y and intercept thf'pars-ses of the home forwards
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1 DPearson did not get much luck, but he
worked well and gave a very goed account of
himzelf. Fred Hawkes, too, was in fine form,
and the crowd would have been only too de-
lignted had he succeeded in nerforming the
hat trick. He came very near it, a shot of his
only just failing soon after he had scored his
second goal. Rigatle is improving wonderfully
at outside-right, and not much fault can be
found with the left wing. Moody was in excel-
lent form, and though for'une does not smile
on Walders, that player put in some very use-

} ful work. '
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The halves, as usual, served their side well.
The captain sometimes electrified the spec-
tators with his brilliant touches. White was a
worrier all the way, and Jones was as inde-
tatigable as ever. 'The backs were not quite
ur' to concert pitch, Dimmock being a little
| erratic at first ,and Hogg having a spell of un-

steadiness 1n the second half. Platt was no

acubt at fault with Millwall’s goal, but after

that he gave a magnificent exhibition.
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B— the way, what sort of sportsman, nay, |

! what sort of partisan, is that man who, when
the goalkeeper in his own team has the mis-
fortune to make a mistake, afterwards shouts
ironically each time the ball comes his way,
“Lie; 14 go.”” There were scveral of such
“sportsmen’” on Saturday, and their ill-
natured gibes might have been the means of
Luton losing the game. Fortunately, they had
not the efiect calculated. On the contrary,

"Piatt, as I have said, subseguently gave a

| marvellous exhibition, and proved to be one Of
| the chief factors in the home te..m’s success.
& 2 &

| Tae Millwall forwards were in great form,
' Hunter and Twi~g being the shining lights in
a very bright attack. The halves and backs
2lso plaved extremely well, and the team cer-
tainly did not deserve to lose by a margin of
two geals.
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| Not a single visiting team won a Southern
League match on Saturday, but Bradford
drew at Brighton at 1 goal all The other
results were : —Crystal Palace 2, Brentford 1;
Swindon 4, Bristol Rovers 1; Tottenham Hoi-
spur 1, Leyton 0; Queen’s Park Rangers 1,
Reading 0; West Ham Un_lted 2 Watford ‘0;
Plymouth Argyle 1, Norwich City O; South-
n.,rﬁ}')ton 2. Northampton 0; Portsmouth 3, New

Erompton 2.
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dash, and were able to rush in-
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