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LUTON ~. MILLWALL *
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—

Dt hr s WP R 5 goals.
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Teoms 1 —

Luton—Platt; Hogg and Dimmock: Jones,
Wnite, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, ' I. Hawkes,
YPearzon, Meody, and Walders.

Millwall—Joyce; Shreeve and: Sutherland:

)

Frost, Comrie, and Blythe; Hunter, Milsom,
1'wigg, Jones, and Johnson.

Reteree, Mr. G. 1. Muir (Southampton).
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1t was not with any great degree of confi-
dence thab the supporters of the TLuton Club
locked forward to the match with Millwall, for
the Light Blues were only one from the bottom
position on the table, while .the Dark Blues
were four from the  top. Moreover, the
visttors had :ecently been victorious at Luton
in a Western Iecague matceh.
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Both teams were practically at full strength,
Pearson being included in the Luton team at
centre-forward, and Twigg, the well-known
goal-getter, occupying a similar positicn in the
ranks wof the visttors. McCurdy was an
absentee irom the Luton team again. and his
1lace was taken by Dimmock. Although the
weather was fine there were not more than five
thonsand spectators. The ground was very
“heavy, but the play throughout was fast, both
sides going for all they were worth.
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Pearson kicked off. and Luton were fortu-
nate enough to ccore in the first minute. Folo
lowing a tarow-in, Jones kicked the ball across
and Moody touched it with his head. The
*phere secmed likely to eo out of play. but
Jovee attempted to gather it near the upright.
1o did nol obtain control of the ball, and F.
Hawlces, being well up, kicked it into the neb.
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After this Joyee saved from Walders. and
Platt having negotiated an attempt by Twigg,
F. Hawkes tested the Millwall custodian with
a hard shot. Joyce was not able to hold tho
ball properly, and if any of the Luton for
wards had been on the spot a second goal must
have resulted, b;lt only a corner accrued.
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A long shot by Pearson was the next feature
oi note, and then White tried his luck. The
spnere rebounded from the bar, and F.
Hawlkes promptly scored the second goal of the
match within ten minutes of the start.” The
inside-right seemed to be offside, but Joyce
certainly attempted to “play” the ball when
15 struck the bar, and rrobably touched it:
otherwise offside mustﬁha,ve nullified.
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T'wo goals for Lauiton so early in the game
locked very promising, ezpecially as the home .
players had shown such good form in the open-
ing exchanges. As the time went on, however,
Millwall improved. They managed to got
through once before the interval, and but for
the smart work cf Platt, would have been on
level terms when*the tia,ms c:'osmd OVer,

Twigg sent wide from a free kick. and then
Hunter shot just by the far post; a few inches
would have made all the difference, for Platt
was at the other end of the goal. In the next
few minutes Dimmock put in some good work
1n front of his own gocal, but the most dan-
gerous attemp; at this period -was made by
Rigate, who sent in a splendid shot. Joyce
happened to be in the way—fortunately for
Millwall. | ' |
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Twenty minutes from the start Twigg scored
Millwall’s only goal. 1t was a fine effort. e
received near the middle of the field between
the two backs, and raced away. When about
twenty yards from Platt he let fly with a low
shot. The Luton goalkeeper got to the ball,
but let it go over the line. Onlookers thought
that Platt was to blame for allowing the sho!
to score, but if that were so he made {full
atonement by giving a grand display during
the remainder of the game; indeed, it is not
too much to say that Luton owed their vietory
to him as much as, if not more than, to any ;
other man in the team. ’
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lintering into details, it may be mentioneld
that “ Bob " lost the toss, d,nd Pearson kicked
off for the locals. The first attack was made
by the home forwards, but they were easily
checked by Sutherland. The * Dockers " failed
to take advantage of thig, and the Luton for-
wards were again busy. Joyee had to deal
with a great header from Moody, but his save
was not too good ; before he could complete it
Kred Hawkes scraped the ball into the net,
thus putting Laton one up in two minutes.
Millwall quite failed to get hold of the game,
and for a time tht*y were pressed. W alders
shot, but “Tiny" was on the alert, and he
n*pmted one good learance by nmkmg another

wlwn Fred Hawkes shot from close range. The
l)tjcl\tilh '’ thei ot ol 1or the hrst ftime.

NSmart work by Hunter and Milsom gave them
a chance, but the Luton defence was too good,
and play veered to the other end again.

Joyce made a grand save from Pearson, and
White hit the bar with a great shot. The ball
came straight to Fred Hawkes from the re-
bound. and he transferred it to the net in a

quarter of an hour. With two goals against
them, the visitors buockled to, and a grand shot
by Hunter just missed redmmg the deficit, A
good clearance by Platt sent the “Dockers”
towards midfield, where Twigz gained posses-
sion and tried a long shot. To everybody’s
surprise Platt was beaten softly. The Cus-
todian threw himself at the hall, but allowed
Lhe leather to go through his arms.

Strenuoug play followed, the “Dockers”
making great efforls to equalise. For a time
they held the upper hand, but Luton gradually
recovered, and ‘he exchanges became very fast
and even. Both goals were visited frequently,
and neither set of defenders could breathe
treely. Just on half-time Millwall looked cer.
tain to get on level terms, but Platt made a
sensational save from Hunter.  Accordingly
the teams crossed over with Luton leading 2-1.

Both sides attacked in turn on the resump-
tion, and both Platt and Joyce were called
upon to save easy shots. This they did suc-
cessfully, and after the former had dealt with

a fine shot from Hunter, Luton went down the
ﬁeld in great style, but the only outcome was a
barren corner. Luton still continued to press,
however, and Joyce kicked away a fast shot
tfrom Rigate in Bplendid style.

The Lutonian next got clean away, and,
running close to goal, sent in a fine shot, w*hlceh
Sutherland was exceedingly lucky to mtercept
on its journey into goal. Hunter was a con-
tinual source of danger to the Luton defence,
and sprinted finely on several occasions, 1n-
variably sending across good centres, which
were not utilised by hig colleagues, who were
chiefly prominent for their Jong-range shots,
which gave Platt any amount of trouble.

Both sides forced fruitless corners, and then
Johnson fired in a great shot. which Platt
saved brilliantly, Millwall were having rather
the better of the exchanges at this period, and
had hard luck. in not scoring on several ocoa.|
sions. Frost was playing a great game for
them, and besides keeping his opposing ng|
in check found plenty of time to feed his own
-fm*wardq Millwall still continued to press in
the closing minutes, but could not score, and
Moody added another goal for Luton from a
breaka,way just on time. Result : —

Luton, 3 goals; Millwall, 1 goal



	Millwall Home NR1
	Millwall Home NR2

