So‘uthvem League

LEYTON v. LUTON.

Played at Leyton on Saturday. Result:—

Jueyton e o gl ey 5 groals.
| 90U R b e A nil,

The teams were as under > —

_Luton—Platt; McCurdy and Dimmock; F.
Hawkes, White, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, A.
Iiling, Brown, Moody, and Walders.

Leyton—Skiller; Meredith and Ramsay ;
Cresser, Moles, and Clark; Kingaby, Wood,
Busby, Silor, and Walker

Referee, Serg?..-Major Rowley (Pre.ton).

The recent non-success of Luton’s attack led
to changes at Leyton, bui the resuly proved
disastrous, and the heaviest Southern League
defeat of the se.son was sustained. Unforiu.
nately, alterasions were compulsory in the de-
fence, caused through injuries. Hogg and Jones
both being unable to turn out. while as a
matter of fact the only member of the defen-
sive brigade who was thoroughly sound was
Platt. R. Hawkes and Dimmock had been on
bae sick list during the past week, while

McCurdy, F. Hawkes, and White were all
‘more or less suffering from injuries, but °n
each case the players were anxious to do their
best in the in‘beiests o-f' the Club.

~_ Luton lost the toss, and this meant a good
deal, for there was a very sironz wind blow-
ing. At the start naturally the play was well
1 the Luton half, but the Levion forwards
were rather wild at this stage of 'he proceed-
1ngs, and several openings were missed. From
a free kick given for a foul by F. Hawkes
 some thirty yards out matters assumed an
ominous aspect. McCurdy momentarily re-
lieved thoe situation, but the ball fell at
- Walker’s toe, anc he promptly sent it across to
- Wood, almost undernea‘h the bar, but the ex-
- Fulham {orward headed vards over. A bit
later Wood dashed through with the ball, but
Platt came out and just succeeded in kicking
into touch. This was a very near thing
indeed.
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It was only oceasionally I. -n were able to
got down the field, but from a throw-in F.
Hawkes put in a well-judged shoj, which,
however, was too high, and sailed harmlessly
over the bar. But the play was sccn down at
Platt’s end again, Wood badly failing at an
open goal irom a centre by Walker. S#ll it
could enly bs a matter of time before a goal
resulted, and when the game was aixteen
minutes old the opening goal came along.
Dimmeck met a punt up the field, and did his
best to return the ball. but he got his toe a
trifle too far under, and the wind carried the
ball back into the goal-mouth. Two or three
Levtonians had a trv to pilerce Platt’s charge,
and undoubtedly Kingaby handled before
lefting drive, but the referee failed to see this
infringement, and the ball coming back to
Wood, the latter scored with a shot which Platt




a goal starding to their credit. One of the
bess efferus of the day was a nice run through
and centre by Rigate, with an opponent ham-
 pering him all the way, and Brown, who was
well up, let drive with a swift shot which

Skiller managed to save close to the &
' Hereabouts Luton had several COTNers, p%it

these were none too well placed, partly because
of the wind, but Walders failed twe or three
times to get the ball into the goal-mouth, drop-
ping 1t several yards short. Eling placed the
ball over the bar on two occasions when well
situnated, but each time the ball came awk-
wardly.  Skiller made a dashing save from |
Moody by coming out several yards to relieve,
but no real impression could be made, and the
teams retired at the interval with Leyton still
holding their two-goal lead.
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Now that Luton had the advantage of the
wind, it was expected a desperate figcht for
honours would result, especially after their
manifest recovery before the interval. At first
they certainly promised to bring about a
change, but quile a surprise was in store, for
' Busby, taking advantage of a slip by the de- |
tence, dashed clean through and scored goal
"No. 8. This quite upset Luton, and they never
afterwards appeared likely to reirieve the
situatron.
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A further disaster was in store, a sudden
attack from Leyton’s rirht wing leading up to
the fourth goal of the match, but in this case
Wood, who thus earned tne distinction of per-
forming the hal trick, was yards offside, and
the goa! should never have been allowed to
stand. It was now all over from a result point
of view, but Wood beating Dimmock, gave
Busby another chance and he promptly banged
through a fifth goal, amid deligchted cheers
from the crowd, who had not seen their po's
earn a counle of Southern League points for
three months.
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There was still twelve minutes left for play,
and Luwion had decidedly the better of those
closing moments, but without any luck coming
their way. Riecate shot in finely, and all but
netted, but Skiller proved equal to the emer-
gency and brought off a grand save. Eling
met with an injury to his foot, and was carried
off bv the trainers of both leams, but he re-
turned to the field after a minute or two, and
- put in one of the best attempts of the day, this
leading up to a cour le‘ of fruilless corners.
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Such a erushing defeat was quite nnexpectad,
and is a bad opening for the holiday pro-
gpramme. Bui it was a case of one team get-
ting more than a fair share of fortune’s
favours. At least two goals should net have
been allowed. while. as one critic has i1t, the
ball ran very kindly for Leyton. Platt was
not to blame for the heavy defeat, for every
time the scorer was throngh on his own. Pos-
gibly the backs were partly at fault, Dimmock
eanecially. Wood ge'ting by him much too fre-
quently. The middle division were over-
worked at the start and. after facing half a
rale np to the interval, were scmmewhat fagged
during the later stages.
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There was still the old fziling manifest 1n
tha frent rank, Brown being painfully slow.
while Eline, 2lthongh he tried hard., was
handicapned bv lack of weisht. and did noi
show up so nrominently as in the South-Eastern
Teacne matches  Rigate was the most dan-
cerouns member of the line. Tevion are cer-
tainlv not the best team Luton have met, the
result notwithstanding. but their forwards were
more forceful in their metheds and Busby
plaved a surprisiny game at cenire-forward:
=111, their star artist on Saturdav was Wood,
the ex-Buarv. Fulham, ard Norwich tlaver.
and he rertainly has never done finer work.
for in addition to nettine three goals, he was
the chief engineer of all the attacking work
put in by his side.
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