IJUTON V. READING.
Played at Luton on Saturday. '
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Luton—Platy; Hogg and McCurdy; Jones,
‘White, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, F. Ha.wkcﬂ
Rankm Moody, and Walders.

Reading—Rae; Coquet and Wilkes; Walker,
Boden, and Ha Hworth Dougal, Minter, Bea,ts,
R@dger and Gee.

Referce, Mr. D. Ha.rilmond (Manchester).

Yortune smiled on the Luton team on Satur- {
day, when they accomplished their bes}
Southern League performance for some time.
Previous to Sa.turdzw, they had not won @
match since they beat Millwall by 3 goals to 1
ot Lwton on Nov. 30th., and m@ victory over
Reading was all the more appreciated by the
SUDL. aort-ers of the home tcam for 1% was
thoroughly derserved
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In thoss dark da. vs of the previous
woeks, Ixiton had (Flayed very poorly on
hea,vy grounds. But during the holidays, when
tho ground was hard, we witnessed bhea hOped
for recovery. 'The mmroved form shown on
Christmas Day and Boxing Day was main-
‘tained on baturday, and—what is more im-
| porbanb——xt produced a crop of goals which
were sadly needed for Luton are the Iowesf;
goal-scorers in the Southern League,




To tell the truth, the opening exchanges ‘
wore nof altogether pleasing tO_P‘mPIE th’]
pay to seo the game played as it should be.
There was too much of that waiting and lebing
the other man pet in his kick, to please the
critical spectator, although from the point of
view of the players rernaps there was some
caufe for it considering the fact that this was
the third maich the men had been engaged in
within four days.
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After Reading opened the scoring twenty
minutes from the start, the play became mors
interesting. Both sides tried hard, especially

| during the second half, and it was then that

Luton’s supertority was the more evident. The

home forwards played beiter and with more

success than for a long time pash, and the spec-

tators were not slow in demonstrating their

satisfaction at the turn affairs were taking.
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It is a coincidence worth recording that R.

| M. Hawkes won the toss for the third time in

succession. He sot his men to kick towards the

far end, and within a couple of minutes a.

centre by Rigale provided Fred Hawkes with
a splendid opportunity. The inside-right, did
not get at the ball properly, and Rae cleared
when the odds scemed to be against him. |

Both ends were visited in turn afier this,
and I'red Hawkes getting the worst of a col-
lision with the Reading right back, had to go
off for a few minutes, Reading’s gozal was
the result of a free kick given agains; Hogg
for a foul on the outside-left. R. Hawkes and
McCurdy prevented the insideright from
gotting 1n a good shot, but Platt could only
push the ball a few vards on the ground, and

Beats sent it rolling between the posis.
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Coquet sustained an injury in the subsequent
_play, but was able to resume after a short stor-
page. A weak clearance by Hogg gave the
Reading inside-right an opportunity, bui he
sent wide. A good shot by Rigate was fol-
lowed by a corner. The outside-right took the
kick, and Mcody got, 'his head to the ball which
dropped just under the bar, and although Ras

| put both hands up, he could not prevent it

from going 1n. :
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This happened five minutes beforo the inter-
val, but before that arrived Luton forced three
corners, which led to some exciting play.
Reading next took up the running, and Platt
tipped the ball over in saving from Min‘er.
Nothing else of note happened, and so the

| The outstanding feature of the play in the
earlv rart of the second half was the fine dis- |

play of Platt. He saved several shots which
might have scored, and the least mistake on
the parfi of the Luton custodian wonld have
had an important bearing upon the result. A
good shot by Boden and a foul against Hogg
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Five minutes after the resumption some
smart passing on the Luton left wing took the
ball up the field in fine style, and Rankin
hecaded through from Walders’ centre. It
was the mogt cleverly worked for goal seen on
the Luton ground for some time. Rae scarcely
attempted to save, and it 18 quite probable that
he thought the E;all was golng oOvVer.
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Both Platt and Rae rushed out and stopped
dangerous movements on the part of both sets
of iorwards after this, and. as has already been
incimated, the Luton goalkeeper was very much
on the alert during this part of the game. On
one occasion Rae only just prevented Fred
Hawkes from scoring.
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A miskick by Coquet near the centre of ths
field left Walders in possession, and the out-
side-left rushed towards the Reading goal.
Thres Luton forwards ran up to receive the
.centre, but Walders drove the ball in with a
low shot. Rae met it, but the pace of the ball
vas too much for him, and so Luton’s third
coal was scored.
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A fine run by Rigate almost ended in one
of the Reading backs putting through his own
goal. A couple of corner Kkicks taken by

Rigate were cleared. Then, aboud ten minutes

before the finish, Moody was huort when ho
and Coquet were trying to conitrol the ball,
which had been kicked forward by one of the
Luton halves. Moody left tho field, but the
ben men continued to play so well that the

_1ssue Was never in doubt,.
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Shortiy befors the finish Wilkes got the
“worst_of a collision with Rigate, and Rae

i scemed to be of opinion that the Luton outside-

right was at fault, but the referee sent Rae

baok into goal. In the last minute Gee put in
'a fine shot and Platt gave a corner, bui

noching came of it
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Altogether, tha form shown by the forwards

teams lefy the field ofﬁpla.y on equal terms. i
&

went far to justif+ what I said last week as to
' the constitution of the front string. The five
‘men played well together on Boxing Day,
though they failed in front of goal, but the
combination was much more pronounced on
Saturday, and happily effectiveness was also
associated with 1t Walders quilte jastified
his inclusion. and I say this apart from the
wonderful goal he scored, because 25 a matier
of fact that sort of attempt would not come off

threatened danger, but Platt emerged trium- !
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-above once in a hundred {imes, and tha proper

oame would have been to cenire to the inaide
forwards, who had the middle of the field

almost to themselves.
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The victorv was the more meritorions be-
causo it was known before the game that four
members of the team, including both backs,
were really not fit to turn outt Hogg was tho
leas; fit, and before the finish he was quite
done so far as running was concerned, though
in other respecis he continued to render good
service.
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