The English Cup.

LUTON v. FULHAM.
I'layed at Luion on Saturday. Resoli:—

TR A SR R O, 8 poals.
T T R R 3 goals.
Teams:—

Laoton—Platt; Watkins and McCurdy;
Jonas, White, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, F.
Hawkes, Bankin, Moody and Walders.

Fulham—Skene; Ross and Lindsay: Collins.
Morrieon, and Goldie; Threlfall, Dalrymple,
Harrison, Millington, and Mouncher.

Referee, Mr, G. H, Muir (Southampton).
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The match r.layed on the Bury Park enclo-
sure on Saturday will long be remembered by
all wao were preseni. The snow-covered and
frost-bound ground was so slipperv that some
time elapsed before the players coculd get used
to the unusual coudilions. Tho goal-scoring,
too, was phenomenal; indeed, eleven goals is
the highess total scored in any match in which
the Laton f{irst team has been engaged since
the ground was copened,
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The game was almost bewildering. As soon
a3 play started the spectators lauched heartily
a9 one player after anolher slipped over in try-
ing to got at the ball Threo goals were
obtained in the first eleven minutes. and after-
wards the score was increased at shorg inter-
vals, no fewer than seven being registered be-
fore hali-time.
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No ono expected to sec such a game. The
match had been one of the chief topies of con-
versation during the week, and all sorts of con-
jectures were made, buf no one anticipated
such a high score. It was generally agreed
that Fulham should win, but a great portion
of the supporters of the home club hoped that
by ador.ting Cup-tie methods, Luton would just
manago o get 1nto tae second round.
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This hope seemed to be justified a fow
minutes after the gamoc opened. The Luton
captain lost the toss, and the home players had
to faco the eun, but were the firs: to attack.
Threo minutes after the stary R. Hawkes swung
tho ball across, following a throw-in. and F.
Hawlkes headed to Rigate, who steadied him-
self and sho’ into the not at the far side, giving
Skene no chance whatever.
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This early success was received with loud
cheering, bub only another four minutes
elapsed before Fulham equalised. Plait left
his goal to sbem an attack on the right. The
ball went across to Mouncher, who was stand-
ing close to the post. Everybody thought he
would score, but perhaps he was hampered by
Watkins. Anyhow, he kicked the ball across
the mouth of goal. and the credit of putting it
through went to D.*51.11':;;[1:11@l+:3.ilt
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Shortly afterwards Millington had a splen-
did chance to gcore. but sent the ball over. At
the other end Walders put in a sWllnging snot
which Skene was only just able to save, and
Rankin put the ball throuch. thus placing
Luton in front again. The sp.eaiators were jubi-
lant, and for several minutes every kick by a

ILuton man was cheered.
- 4 L]

Bug as the time wore on it became more and
more apparent that Fulham were determined
to win 1f they could. Notwithstanding the
conditions, their passes almost invariably went
to the right men, and the sterline work of the
halves gave tho forwards plenty of opportuni-
ties to test Platt. The surprises of the first
few minutes caused the forwards to forsake
their usual methods. Instead of indulging in
pretty passing, they shot at every possible
opportunity.

Time after time Platt saved shots which de-
served to score, and he was equally alert in
clearing corner kicks. But such determined
play on the part of the attack could only have
one result, and I'ulham fully deserved the
poing they obtained when Harrison scored be.-
fore Plat; had recovered after saving a clip-
ping shot by Dalrymple,
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A free kick for Luton as the result of a foul
on Rigate at the side of the penalty area mighi
have been turned to account, but it was cleared.
A minute or two later Rigate put across a
good centre, and Rankin seecmed a likely
scorer, but the ball touched the 1r.ost and went
out of play. At the other end Harrison shot
wide when he was 15 yards from goal and un-

marked.
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Considering the conditions, it was a good
struggle, but Fulham were the betier team at
this juncture. The goal by ‘means of which
they obtained the lecad was one of the best
ever seen on the ground. A back pass by one
ot the forwards was accepted by Morrison, who
gob 1n a tremendous drive from twenty yards’
range, the ball breaking the back of the net.
This happened after play had been in progress
25 minutes.

Two minutes later Threlfall centred, and R.
Hawlkes tried to prevent Harrizon from gelting
at the ball, but the centre-forward trapped st
as 1t came across and sent it fiying into the far
corner of the neh. It was a clever picce of
worlc, and reminded one of Woodward at his
very best. Shortly befcre the interval Mil-
lington scored Fulham’s fifth goal, and al-
though Moody caused Skene to give a corner
in saving a hard shot, Faulham were leading by
three goals at haH»time; 3

Bub although the marein was so great, there
was hope for Luton in the early part of tho
socond half. Before the game rdcces of folt
had been put on the goles of the boots of most
of tha home players, but it was found that Bob
Hawkes, who had ordinary leather studs, could
keep on his feet much better than the others.
During the inberval the felt was taken off the
boots of tho otiher men, and after the resump-
tion they played *Wlth more confidence.

If only Luton had had a bit of luck at this
period, the resuli might have been affectod.
The Luton players tried hard for about a quar-
ter of an hour, during which period Skene had
more work to do than Platt, and they were
credited with another goal, Moody heading
through. Mr. Muir seemed to have some doubt,
about the legitimacy of the point, but allowed
it after consulting onc .?f {he }Inesmen.

To ba two goals down half-an-hour from the
finish of such a game was not o very desperate
position to be in, but whatever hopes the sup-
norters of the Luton team had, they were
doomed to disappointment. A couple of
minutes after Moody scored, Harrigon was
making tracls for the Luton goal when be was
brought down by Watkine only a few yards
from Platt. Of course, & penalty kick re-
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sulted, and Roes scored with a ot which no
 goalkeeper muki hl‘lﬂ:ﬂv&d ?M[,tb,:h:m

~ After this, Lulon were a beaten team. On
one or two oocasions they seemed to have -

tanities, but thev pug no beart into :'Eﬁir
efforta,. On the other hand, Fulham who, it
is said, had rubber soles on their boots, seamed

'to be able o do praciically what they hked,
and with betier shooting might have scored
more goals. Harrison made & bad miss from
a centre by Mouncher, and Threlfall shot wide
with an open gozl in front of him.
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The seventh goal was scored ten minutes be-
fore the finish by Dalrsymple, who should no:
have been allowed to get in his shot, as three
or four Luton players were near him. Five
minutes later Millington rushed up the field
to meel a forward pass, and shot the ball past
Platt. ILong before this the spectators had
given up all hope of see'ng Luton share the |
honours with Fulham, bat they were not down-

hearted ; in fach, everybody seemed to be gnite
cheerful, and certainly no onoe eculd grumble
- about not having value for money.

- L 4 L

Although I think it probable that Futham
- would have been viclorious under any eircum-
stances, 1 am decidedly of opinion that the
direciors have only themsslves to thank for the
extent of the defeat. On what principle they
- acted when Watkins was selected to fill Hogg’s
place at back, I eannot for the life of me con-
ceive, secing that Dimmock kas proved himseli

an infintiely better man.
: - - [ 4

Some may eay that it is easy to be wise after
tho event. Well I happen to have the poor
congolaiton of knowing that the view now ex-
presed 15 the one to which I gave utterance
when the news reached me of the unfortunate
scleviion made. A director. however, laid it
to my charge that the ‘° News’” had never
given Watkins a fair chance, and for that
reason 1 refrained from eriticism. It need
hardly be said that I have no feeling of any
kind against Waeaikins, and had his per-
lormance justified his inclusion on Saturday no
ore would have been more nleased than myself.

@ u &

But, as I say. his inclusion is quite incom-
prehensible.  Up till Christanas relisnce had
been placed upon Dimmock as reserve back,
and only once had he failed to come up to ex-
pectetion. I am told that he was not in the
best of form at Leyton, but in every other in-
stenco he had played so well that the man
whose place ho took was nos missed. If men
wero always discarded for one indificrent dis-
play, I worder how many would have been
taking part in Saturday’s maltch ?
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A r.layer who knows as much about Watking'
abililies as any man in Luton, told me that
against a kick-and-rush teamm Watkins might
come off, but when he saw he had been chosen
| to play against Fulham’s clever and tricky for-
wards, he knew at once what a tremendous
mistoke had been made. And his knowledge
recoived ample confirmation before the game
had been long in progress. Watkins got in
two or three decent lkicks at first, but when tho
I'ulham forwards once sottled down to their
work he might just as well been off the field
for all the good he was.
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Unhappily, his ineffectiveness had a de-
moralising effea; on MceCurdy, who shape
better than any man on the field to start with,
and afterwards fell away to nothing. Then
Bob Hawkes alone among the half-backs did
himself jusiice, and altogether the Luton de-
fence, apart from: Platt. made a very sorry
show. Plast was decidedly at fault with Ful-
ham'’s first goal, bub it was the only mistake he
madoe during the game. i

If tho defence had not let Luton down so
badly, the forwards might have done great
things. They certainly began well, but were
too easily discouraged. Rankin especially was
all energy in instituting a movement, but soon
surrendered {0 opposition, and gave to sliding
the time that could have been more usefully
cmployed in attempts to recover the ball.
Othorwise, the forwards seemed {o be the vie
tims of misfortune, bui at the same time they
did not compare at all favourably with the
IFulham quintette, the members of which were
for the most part sturdy, clever, and deter-
mined.

= 4 L

Curiously enough, the credit for Fulham’s
victory went for tho most part to Morrison,
who was only included in the team at the last
moment. He 15 was who pulled the men to-
gether when it was most neaded, and ho it was
who pui grit into the I'ulham attack when the
absence of it might have made a world of dif-
ference to the result. Bul when Fulham once
gof their nose in front, they 1. roved themselves
1o be a fine team, with scarcely a weak spot
anywhere.

a o |

By the way, why was it that the visitors
wore able to keep their fee) better than the
home team ? Was 1t because of the confidence
begotten of suceess, or was it because they were
belter shod ? With the advantage of playing
at home, Luton kad no excuse for not being
fully prepared.
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