Southern League.

WEST HAM v. LUTON. .
Played at Upton Park on Saturday.
Rosult : — |
sVWVest cEhamy vt 1 goal.

| DT 4 ou 0 ko e R P Sl Cl e € 58 nil.

The teams were as under :—

Lulon—Platt; Hogg and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Rigate,
Rankin, Pearson, Moody, and W. Porter.

Wes; Ham—Kitchen; Hammond and Tay-
lor; Allison, Piercy, and Young; Ifrost, Shea,
I1. Stapley, Watson, and Blackburn.

Referee, Mr. A. Shallcross (Leck).
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Luton’s re-constructed side at West Ham
caused more confidence than some recent selec-
trons, but once again nothing more tangible
than hard luck resulied from their efiorts.
Hogg was able {0 resumo his place, having
recovered from a strained thigh while White’s
yosition was ocoupied by Joneg, who was flanlzed
by last scason’s regular wing halves. Some
interest was aroused through the inclusion of
W. Porlier, of the London Caledonians, at out-
side-lef, he making his initial appearance in
Luton colours. The principal changes in the
home team were at outside-right and right
back, Frost taking the first-named pest; in-
deed,- 1t was his first appearance . since his
transfer from Chelsea, although he is beiter
known as a Northampton player. Gault was
rested in view of the approaching Cup-tie, and
Hammond toolk his place, :

’Tho kick-off had been advertised for three
o'clock, but so unpromising was the outlook
that the officials ordered the commencement
several minutes earlier; indeed, when Stapley
started the game it was extremely doubtful if
the mateh would last the regulation time, for
f?g was in evidencoe at one end particularly.
Thefirst attack came from Blackburn on the
leXt, he just saving a pass from the centre
going 1into touch, and taking the ball down
the wing, wound up with a centre which, how-
ever, went behind for a goal kick.
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A nice pass from . Hawkes gave Rankin
an opportunity to force tiie game, and he sent
Rigate away in good style. The ball was re-
turned to Pearson, who promptly transferred
to Porter, but unfcrtunately the latter’s shot
was a trifle toco far forward and the ball
struck the side net. It was a preity move-
ment and really deserved a better fate, bu
Porter had to take the ball on the run and
could not quite manage to square it across.
Liuton were doing most of the attacking at this
stage, and Rankin all but got through 2 minute
later, but Taylor managed to get in the way
and block Rankin’s shot, the ball going oub for
a corner, which Rigate placed behind. A fine
chance fell to Rigate when R. Hawkes cleverly
passed the ball across the field, seeing his cut-
side-right unmarked, but Rigate made a wild
kick and sent the ball yards wide instead of
steadying himself, and he thus lost a fine
opportunity.
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It was rather a surprise for the local spec-
tators to find Luton so aggressive, seeing their
lowly position in the League, but for all their
atbacking they had nothing to show, and if the
truth must be told Kitchen had rather a quiet
time between the sbticks, all the efforts of the
Luton forwards fizzling out at the critical
moment. From a free kick against Allison,
Moody headed the ball to Pearson, who was
well placed for a shot, but he sent 1t
yards over, amid ironical cheers from the
specbators. |
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Luton were scon down again, and Rigate
put the ball along the ground just in front of
Kitchen, but neither of his inside comrades
could quite reach 1t, and it appeared to be
travelling over the line when Porier just
managed to get it back and place in front.
Kitchen, however, pounced on the centre and
saved what appeared almost a certain goal.
As 1t happened, no goal would have been
allowed, for the referee blew his whistle and
gave the Hammers a goal kick, anparently
thinking the ball was over tho line when Porter
brought it back, but in this he was mistaken,
Porter statang after the match that he was
well insade play when lie tDOk*thﬂ ball.
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Stapley, as usual, was ever on the alert for
an opening, and on one occasion he came out
from a crowd of players with the ball at his
toe, but he was a trifle wide and could only
manage & cross drive, which Platt sent down
tho field with a big kick from the goal-mouth.
Previous to this Platt had been very litile
troubled, but he had some warm work to get
through immediately after. Irost sent 1n a
long shot, which Platt just succeeded 1n fisting
away, but could not get out of danger, and
for a moment it scemed a goal must result, bu-,';E
ultimately danger was averted by one of theg

agtacking side sending behind.
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Several corners fell to Luton’s share, but nog
advantsge came from these, while a foul byg
Pieroy on Rankin just outside the penalty arcag
also proved abortive; indeed, it really helpedg
tho Hammers, for Jones, who took the kick.§
badly shook up his weak ankle and was of§
little use afterwards. Moody tried to beatg
Kitchen close 1n, but the custodian got to thej
ball and prevented it passing through. At thef
opposite end Platt brought off a fine save from§
a drive by Stapley, only to have the ball re-B
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turned by Allison. This ttme Platt concededp

a corner, and Blackburn placed right into thef
goal-mouth, Shea netting from Platt’s save.

Naturally, a big shout went up for a goz!l. §
but the referee, who was, of course, standing2
on the line, had previously given the ball out E
a decision which met with the approval of thef
Itnesman. The crowd for a time could notfs
understand it at all, for no whistle had gone.§

and as the ball swerved back into play, those
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not right on the spot were in ignorance as to
what infringement had taken place, and the
spootators were not slow to shout their dis-
approval of the ruling. Near the interval
Luton’s right wing threatened danger, and
once l'aylor nearly brought about the downfall
of his own goal by passing back rather wildly
to Kitchen, who was not prepared, but he just
managed to smother the ball and prevent the
point, and the teams erossed over with a blank
score-sheet, a resul{ rather flattering to the
Hammers, for Luton’s work certainly deserved
at leas; a goal.
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The first incident of note in the concluding
half was a fine run down and centre from
Porter, which Pearson dashed up and caught
on his ferehead, but the ball glanced off at a
terrific pace just a yard or side wide of the
upright. If Pearson had but met the ball at
the proper angle nothing could have prevented
a goal. It was decidedly the best attempt to
score of the whole match. and would have given
Luton considerable courage to go in and win.
Naturally Jones was not so well able to hold
Stapley because of his injury, and the local
amateur was badiy let in on one occasion, but
he finished up with a weak shot, Platy saving
casily. Platt had a more difficult shot from
the same person a minute or so later, and only
prevented a score by sending over the bar for

a corner, which came to nothing. i
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Luton were scarcely having so much of the
game, and Platt was kept busier than before.
In saving an attempt from Stapley. Plats car-
ried the ball over the proper limit, and a free
kick was given against him nos more than five
yards out of goal. But Luton packed the
goal-mouth, and the placekick rebounded off
one of the defenders, and danger was averted
rather luckily. A long shot frcm almost ‘he
half-way line on the part of Taylor caused
Plait to use his hands.
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Following a spell of attacking on the part
of West Ham, the ball was returned up the
field, and Porler was discovered with it at his
toe " right in midfield. He raced down, and
Kitecaen obszerving there was nothing else to
ba done, came out of goal to tackle the ama-
‘teur. It was an anxious mement, and Porter
“could have taken the ball much closer before
he shot and thus have made a goal practically
certain, but seeing Kitchen coming upon him,
he let drive while about twenty yards ouf, and
had the mortification of seeing the West Ham
ooalie just touch the ball for a corner. 1t was
the easiest chance of the match, and Poster
was rather upsef about his failure at the finish.
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It was anybody’s game up o twenty minutes |
in the second half, for neither side had held |
the advantage to any great extent, and it was
evident a goal would practically settle the
rosult. As it happened, this fell to West Ham
at this noint. Shea being the real cause, for it
was a fine dropping centre from him which
led Platt to leave his charge to block Stapley,
who was on the spot. Platt succeeded 1n pre-
venting Stapley getting in his shot, and both
fell a foew yards out of goal, only 1o find Wat-
son get to the ball before any other Lutonian
could come to their comrade’s assistance, and
the inside-left easily scored what proved the

only goal of the match.
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Young put in a tremendous drive wnich Platt
did well to stop at all, and McCurdy got the
ball out of danger by giving a corner. Kitchen
was several times right down the field when
1is side were pressing, but he always managed
to get back to his place when Luton came his
way. Moody, in making a dash through, was |
badly kicked by Hammond, and 1t was a |
minute or so before play was resumed, and
then he changed places with Porter, buf he
was of little usse. and Luton were practically
left with four forwards. Shea put through
following a corner kick, but was given offside,
and the game ended without any addition to
the score. Taking the play all through, Luton
were extremely unlucky to lose, as wac
generally conceded after the 'Iﬂ&tﬂh. I
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Platt, Hogg, and McCurdy =et up a fine de-
fenee, and it is a fortunate thing that Hogg
came through the match without mishap, as it
would have given considerable trouble to pro- |
vide four capnable backs each week-end if he
had broken down, secing Watkins and Nicho!- |
son are both practically unsound together. It
fell to R. Hawkes’ lot as a rule to tackle Stap-
loy, and it speaks well for his share of the
work that the home centre did not get his
usual goal. Jones did good work up to the
time of his mishap, and showed grsat pluck °n
remaining on the field afterwards.
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On the whole Luton’s attack did well i1n
midfield, bu: neither winger was so successful
ag their opponents in this positicn 1n getting
their centres across. Pearson played a good
game at centre, but was troubled towar$ls the
close with his knee once more, although it 1s
30 be hoped 1t is not serious. Porter was, of
course, strange to his comrade’s style, and this
feeling undoubtedly brought about a lttle
hesitancy at times a8 to what he should do. |
Still, ho gave promise of becoming an acquisi-
tion when he has settled down, his pace com-
ing in useful many times
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