FOOTBAL iL

SOUTHERN LEA GUE.
LUTON, TOWN v. SW UNDION.

ANOTHER, TWO POINDS- Gf ATNED,

A. WIN ONDER TRYING CO1 TDITIONS.

A change has come o\ver Luton T own who have
struck n winning patch. For the & wcond week in
guccession have they gaind @ brad e of points 1n
the Southern League and @ weld ome  improve-
ment . which should mean i'nereasd 1 gupport for
the club has set in. On Saturd ay aftermoon,
Swindon found their~Waterloo' om f he Bury Pork
ground.
The surface was greasy at tiue: EM, but main
drizzled down drearily practically = right through
the game until the pitch was in & trying condit-
ion before the finish. But the ' Town nevelled
in such adverse circumstunces and thre Cup-fight-
ers from the railway cer¥re fonnd their  bust-
ling tmotics useless. Tive Strawd wtters beat
them at their own tactics awd thod gh it was by
a single goal they wom they \vore v due for quite
a two goals' lead.

A. B. Jones of Romford, who Wwad bo have ap-
peared as contre-forward, was absent . through an
injured knee and the other amatenr of the fromt
wank, W. Porter, was also away. "This allowed
tho forward line to be the same -asi :that ab Torb-
tenham, except that Walders did ‘duty at oub-
ide left for tho Caledomian. . 1 We abtacking
quintette are’ now showing somethi g of an ad-
vance in form and all that they rcwguire is tho
infusion of more dash, Arthur Jonce is spoken.
of as just the playcr possessing this | quality, eo
the outlook for the Club is brighter zt{w than it
has been' for months past. b

Soom, Luton mwust leave that fatal sec yond  Tung
of the League Ladder and at the mx t of
writing it looks as thomgh our near mei thbours,
Watford will soon take the place that tlYe Town
will vacate. ' *

But, ‘to teturn to last Saturday's imatch,
Latheron is accommodating himself to 1¥s al-
tered position quickly, while Moody makes @
very fair centre. The rest were mode:tabely
good. They were backed by a useful st of
balves, among whom Jomes was a bundlo | of
energy, and the defence was rugged.
~ Mr, J. B. Brodie (Stafford) had cootrol off the
following teams:— | ‘
LUTON: Platt; Hogg and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jomes, and R. M. Hawkes; Rigate,
Rankin, Moody, Latheron and Walders. |

SWINDON: Ling; Gill ama Walker; Tout,
Bannister, and Jones; Jolmson, Fleming, Rush-
tgn, Lyons and Warburton. ” |

Luton kicked off beforc a crowd of betsreen
3,000 amd 4,000 people, but it was Swindon that
first got to grips, Warburton sending the ball
a little above the cormer. Tasden’s wvetaitbion
was prompt and Jones was gmick bo force a cor-
mer, following wlich Gill was temporarily placed
upon the injured list. Rigafie hawing made a
{promising movement fhopeless by centreing be-
find. TFleming and Johmson. dashed away from
the goal-kick, the farmer direaling tive ball into
Platt’s hands. !

A bad miss by Walker was thy first happeming
that, gawve the Town a meal opemiig but Wald,
sent right over the bar. Moody pub behind a
a pass from Bob Hawkes, while ati the other end .
Platt saved cleverly an excellent abbempt by,
Rushton. Latheron and Walders accominodabed
themselves to each other’s styde wall and
the visiting defence a feeling \of 4 mxiety m
was relioved witen Walders landed the ball owven
the crossbar, ; RN
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Walker stopped a centre by Rigute bt ooax]d
not prevent Rankin trying to turn &b > mb
by shooting behind, A second middle’ by Ling
landed on Moody's head which so alatmnd Ling
that he left his charge to clear the cex, fre-for-
ward’s abbempt, which fell short of the i,
A corner by Banmister then forced the goadie to
bring his tists into operation. f

Luton had a namrow escape. A fast centre
from Johnson which Hogg inbercepted bub Pla
had bo clear just as Lyons rushed in. Ling founhl
a long, hard shot from Walders very hat and
was clever to deal with another from Moody,
while a second attempt by Walders lamded on the |
outside of the met, and Rankin kicked the wrong
side of the upright. For a few minutes Swindon
had to combent bliemselves with omly ten men
through the absence of Rushbom, but he quickly
vesumed and just after his appearance, —mussed
thie post with a pile-driver.

Yet again was Rushton forced to leave his
place, this time through an injury, but the at-
tembioms of the trainer speedily set bim right. A
free-kick taken by AbeJones landed theballclose
to Walders, whose centre was so dangeroms thatb
Ling promptly cleared the ball out of the reach
of the Luton forwards with his fists. A second
place-kick entrusted to Hogg akmost  brought
about the dowmfall of the Swindon goal, Lather-
on heading a trifle wide of the target. Ling
only saved a fine crossshot from the same player
by tipping it over the bar and the inberval ax-
rived with the score-sheet quite clean.

Sensation was provided when the  whistle
sounded for the second half. Latheron slipped at
the critical moment when he had what looked liloe
a certainty and a penalty against Swindon Ffouf
hands ancused hopes m the breasts of the crowd.
Walders took the kick but shot the ball within
the reach of Ling, who saved. “Warburton having
missed the opposite post, Rushton semnt behimd
and the Town replied with an effort by Ramlkim
that camsed the visifing goalie a good deal of
worty. X

Ten minutes®*from the restart the pitiless rain
poured down so heavily upon the already drench-
ed players that the referee ordered an adjourn-
ment to the dressing-rooms only to meburn a few
minutes later when the storm was less severe.
The wind blew fitfully the length of the grommd
and gave Luton an advantage which they were
mnot slow to take and the Swindon defence was
fully extended. - g X

Moody was taking the ball through the mavks
of his opponents when he was brought down in a
fashion that made the crowd appeal in vaim for
| the usual punishment for fouling, Ling found a
shiot by Latheron difficuls to deal with., Swindon
retorfed but Warburton’s aim was mnot sure
enough, In another period of pressume, the mail-
waymen were blessed with good ek when Gill
‘accidentally got in the way of a neat attempd by

Ling found himself unable to keep hold of a
shot from Walders, but was able to get rid of
it but eaved well a good effort by Rigate when
offside. It remained for a lomg-distance kick by
Rankin to draw first blood, & splendid: fast ground-
‘er deceiving the custodian completely  fifbeen
minutes from the finish. Swindon then strove
valiantly to get on even terms but towards the
close Luton asserted *their superiority again and
had the better of the play, the game ending in
a vicborty for them by 1—0.
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