Southern League.
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LUTON v. SWINDON.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—

DD s e B e v o 1 goal.
N IO e g nil.
Teams: —

Luton—Platt; Hogg and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jonés, and R. Hawkes; Rigate,
Rankin, Moody, Latheron, and Walders.

Swindon—Ling; Gill and Walker; Tout,
Bannister, and Jones; Johnson, Fleming, |
Rushton, Lyon, and Warburton.

Referee, Mr. J. B. B.rodie (Stafford). l

It was unfortunate that the attendance at
Luton’s first home match for a month should
be spoilt by the bad weather, for, as everyonce
knows, money is none too plentiful so far as
the Luton F.C. is concerned. 'There were
about four thousand spectators, and the game
was a very good one considering the condi-
tiong; 1t rained all the time, and early in the
second half the downpour was so violent that
tha referee stopped the game for a minute or
WO,

The result of the match was satisfactory, in-
asmuch as it gave two points for Luton, but
the goal was scored late in the game, when
almost everybody was expecting that the result
would be a pointless draw. Luton were rather
the better team in the first half, and their
superiority was clearly manifested after the
incerval, but somehow the goals never came

along as they should have d{}:le.
® n

Moody kicked off and the Swindon left wing
wore the first to ge; away, but the final centre
wenti benind. After Raigate had been given
offade, Rushton put in a shot which went just
over the corner of the goal. At the other end
Jones forced a corner, and 1n the resulting
play Latheron should have passed out to his
wing partmer, but walted to get in a shot, and
the effort was fzustratfd.
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Gill was hurt almost directly afterwards, but
continued playing. A run on the Swindon
right left the inside man with an opening, bub
Platt saved. For Luton, Walders got the |
better of Gill and then sent over with a good
gnot. Platt having saved finely from Rushlon,
Luton went away, and a free kiclt was awarded
{:}r cil!' foul on ¥F. Hawkes, Lang saving Moody’s

eader.
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From a corner the Swindon goal had a nar-
row escape. Moody was a second too late in
trying to meet the ball with his head, and F.
Hawkes slipped as he was about to kick. The
most dangerous incident, however, occurred at
the town end, where Hogg miskicked afler
Liyon had shot, and the ball was going into goal
when Platy pounced on it, effeclaing a very

smart save.
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Shots from Wealders and Moody were nego-
tiated by Ling, and then Swindon took up the
attacls, being helped by a frece kick and a
corner, both given by Jones. Mocdy was
next fouled as he was getting clear. Another
free kick followed for a foul on F. Hawkes,
and both Moody and Latheron attempted to
abeer the ball into the ret by means of their'
heads, but it went wide. Shortly before fhe
interval Latheron put mm a fast rismg shot
which Ling was fortunate in gaving at the ex-

ponse of a corner.
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In the second half both sides tried hard to

obtain what would in all probability prove to
be the winning goal, and the players controlled
the ball very well indeed, considering the elip-
pery state of the ground. Both goals had had
narrow escapes before the interval, but in the
second half Ling had a much more exciting
time than Platt, who, however. saved some

fine shots during the course of the game.
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Following a good piece of play by Rankin,
the ball went across to Latheron, who was
only a yard or so out and had an open goal,
but he slipped over before he could kick.
Then there was a melee near goal, and Gill
handled.  The penalty was entrusted to
Walders, who shot straight at Ling. and the
custodian easily cleared. After Platt had
saved from the Swindon right-half, McCurdy
iwiaded out a rather dangerous shot from the-
elt. g
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More or less interesting play followed. and
Awhen Swindon became very aggressive, Lu’:ﬂn!
players happened to get in the way of the
shots. @ Ten minules after the re-siart the
referee stopped the game on account of the
heavy downpour of rain, but the nlavers were'i'
nofioff the field more than a couple of minutes.
By this time the clothinz of soveral of the men
was liberally bespattered with mud * and the
contrasis were no; altogether pleasing to thr;-l
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Shortly after the plavers refurned. McCurd-
shot from near the half-way line. and the ball
went remarkably near the mark. Ling caught
a good aftempt by Ricate. and then a header
bv Moody went to Walders. who shot just
wide. Lathercn also tested Line, and afier |
tho Swindon cufside-left had mulled 2 splen.
did ehance by shooting wide, Moody again be |
camae prﬂﬂlinmi with l:us headers.

Later on one of Walders’ hard shots gave
tho goalkeepor some trouble, for the ball



bounced from his hand, but none of the other
forwards were near enough to take advantagae
of the opportunity. A foul by McCurdy re-
sulted in a corner for Swinden, but this was
cleared. And then the only goal of the maten
was gcored.
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It happened a guarter of an hour before the
inish and was rather unexpected. The Luton
right wing made the running, and Rankin
eluded Bannister when about twenty-five yards
from goal. The inside-right at once made up |
his mind to shoot. The low shot. althoug
with plenty of force behind it, might not have
beaten Ling on a fine day, but he was unable
to ge; at the greasy ball, and it found the
corner of the net. |
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After this Luton played as though they
meant to keep the lead in spite of everything.
Thaey played a defensive game, and although
Swindon came within an ace of success once
or twice, they had not scored when the game
finished. On one occasion Jones relieved after
McCurdy had miskicked, and in the last few
minutes Hogg cleared from a corner which he
had given.
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Luton’s win was all the more satisfactory,
because when they visited Swindon early in
the season the railway men were all over them,
in fact, the local men—except perhaps in the
Cup-tio with Fulham—bhave never been so
much outclassed as they were on that occasion.
On Saturday the play was pretty even In the
first half, but in the second Lufon deserved
more than a goal advantage. Platt, however,
had a good deal to do, but he was in splendid
form and made not the semblance of a mistake.
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Of the others, perhaps Jones was the out-
ssanding player, and may fairly be said to
have been the best man on the field. though
Moody ran him very eclose for honours.
Moody, indeed, played a great game. and his
muddy condition at the close of the play testi-
fied to the amount of work he had got through.
The lef; wing was not altogether satisfactory.
Walders nlayed a fairly gecod game, but once
threw away a certain geal by shcoting from an
awkward angle when he might have passed to
the front, where two other Luton forwards
were quite clear. Latheron is not in his ele-
| ment at inside-left.
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