f Southern League.

NEW DBROMPTON v. LUTON.

Played at New DBrompten on Saturday.
Result: —
I g o e s e 1 poal’
New Brompton............. gtk
) ™~ 2
Tho teams were as under :—

Luton—Platt; Hogg and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, White, and A. Jones; Rigato, Ran-
kin, A, Il. Jones, Mocdy, and Latheron.

New Brompton — Martin; Harvey and
IFloyd; Lloyd, Mavin, and Rowbotham:;
gnqﬁr, Hartley, McGibbon, Pickering, and
mith,

Referee, Mr. A. Shul&crnss ‘{Lee:k}.

When New PBrompton visited Luton four
months ago they walked off with a most, unde-
sorved couplo of points, which incidentally
have kept Luton in the ‘‘bottom two’’ ever
since. Thereforo Saturday’s turn of the table
comes with almos; poetic justice, and, curiously
enouzh, places the Kentish club in Luton’s
position, for tho time being at any rate. There
wore two or three compulsory changes in the
formation of the visiting side, as nocither R.
Hawlkes nor W. Porter could arrange to travel,
whilo Walders was on the sick list and was not
available. It would have been rather a diffi-
cult matter to pul out an effective forward line
under the eircumstances if Arthur Jones had
not wired late on Friday that he was able to
arrange to iravel down to New Brompton, for
he had not been in a position to promise defi-

nitely after the matech the previous Wednesday. -
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Now BPBrompton wers just as anxious as
Lmfon for Southern Leaguo points, especially
as this made the seventh match since a viclory
had been secured. It gave their supporters
much satisfaction when they learned that
McGibbon would be able to turn out, and he
received a special cheer when he jumped the
ropes & few minutes after the remainder of the
Elu}'ers had taken a turn aj the preliminary
ciok-about. The only player on the home side
who was onknown to Luton was Barker al
oulside-right, and it appears he has been one
of the *““unemployed” of the Club all the
season, inasmuch as New Brompton do not run
a reserve team—a very doubtful polioy mndeed,
as 1t mus§ tond to make players careless, know-
ing they will noi be wanted week after week.
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With the rogular caplain away, the dnties
foll upon MecCuardy, and he had the satisfac-
tion of winning the toss. Possibly this bit of
good fortune was a material factor in winning
the game, for the wind waa pretty strong, and
helped Luton to press in the first half to the
extent of noiching an all-important goal, and
this naturally gavo the players greater confi-
dence in their ability to hold their own when
fighfing arainst the elements in the concluding
half. If the game fell below that of the pre-
vious Wednesday in someo particulars, it never-
theless proved fairly fast, and the result was
always i doubs up to t.hn EnEl whistlo.

Luton were first dangerons when Martin
almost allowed Arthur Jones to steal a pgoal,
and the visitors certainly had the ball oftener
at the start, but time after time the forwards
were pulled op for offzide, Rigate and Jones
being particularly penalised on this soore.
Although the referce was pretty busy with his
whistle he did not qunite sae evary offenco
according to New Brompton, and many in-
structions were shouted from the direclors’
box, while one of the linesmen was also prompt
in waving his flag. Rigaie made a particnlar-
Iy fine rmn, and with all three of his inside
comrades up, a goal seemod well on the way,
bu; Jones' shot, hitting Martin, rebounded into
play. By the way, there would have been a
lot of trouble over this if it had scored, for it
was one of the oecasions when the home
officials were quite convinced that at leas: four
Luntonians were yards offide, never seeing that
Ricato raced by tho back before he settled on
the ball

Barker made a diversion by taking a pass
from McGibbon, and afier tricking McCurdy,
put 1n a long attempt, which cansed Platt Lo
come out and eateh just in time, for MceGibbon
had made tracks for goal and was richt on the
spot when Peter picked up the ball. Platt,
howewe r, cleverly dodoed the soldier and threw
the ball away in confident style. The next
occasion when New Bromjpion threatened
danger was through the ageney of Smith, who
dropped the ball across the mouth of goal *n
quite his bezst stvle, althoagh jnst a wee bit too
far beck. and peither of thoe home forwards
could met to 1k Still Lloyd rushed up from
half-back and let drive with a tremendous
kick. which would have found the net if it had
bean properly directed, but fortunately for
Luton it enly resulted in 3 poal kick By
this time Pickering and Smith were working
nicely torether. and it was from _thu guarser
practieally all the danger came right throagh
thoe mabch, for MeGibbon was, as a rule, well
held by White, while the right wing pair were
not quite happr together.

. | L -

At the opposite end Jones all but managed
to scors with n hard shot just a yard or =o
wido after a spell of Lafon pressure. but Mar.
tin was not vervy hard worked at thiz stage,
and the game veered round to the otker end
of the field, Platt having {o run out and punch
away soveral trmes in order to“maintain =
claan sheat.  Piokering was plarving a clever
rama in guite his best manner, and hereahouts
lived up Soihis Luton reputa‘ion by having




hard luck with a really geod drive which Plat
jurt mucoosoded i.t:' -hving'. L
Rigats got aoross another good centre, nnd
Jonos, taking deliberate nim, seni the ball
hard towards goal, but I'loyd intervened and
Just mana to got 1t ovor the bar for n
corner kick. This led up to more pressure,
and two or thres Lulboninn had u try to force
the ball by Martin without securing a row!
oponing, Ifinelly F. Hawkes made an ind-
vidual rush, and lot drive with a hard shot
which, however, only wont for a goal kick, and
tho gome mettled down inlo midfield again.
But after half-an-hour another run througi by
Rigate finished up with what proved the win:
ning point. Rigate held ‘the ball and gradual-
ly worled his way ulnnELt-he rroal-line from the
corner flag, 'I'nckled by Floyd, he placed il
almost at the feet of Arthur Jones, and natur-
ally tho home defence wero oxpecting a sho!
from that player, but he could not quite reach
the ball as it came swiftly ncross, and before
anyone could realiso the situafion, Moody, who
was o yard or so further out and facing hi:
own pgoanl, had cleverly hooked the ball
through. - Martin was quite helpless, boing un-
propared for u :lmt. II‘EDI that quarter.
* Barkor should have equelised almost imme-
diately after, when Bmith put across another
of his square centres, but the Now Brompton
riglt-wingor, teking o wild kick, rent the ball
vards over, amid groans of disapproval from
tho spestators. Martin shaped none too suroly
at o pot shot from Abe Jones, and if Rankin
had not hesitated he should have turned the
home goalkeeper’'s slip (o good account, for he
was well up. Half-time came along just after
| this, and Luton were fuced with the big task
of preventing their opponents reaping tho ad-
vantagoe of the help given by having the wind
behind them.

For over ton minutes aftor the resumption
not a singlo Luton player so much as touched
tho ball in the home half of the field, g0 per-
ststent was the pressure put upon Platt and
Co., but try ans they would no opening could
be foreced, and what atiempts did reach Platt
wero deelt with in a masterly manner, so that
his comrades had full confidence in wllowing
the ball to come his way if they had any risk
in dealing with it themselves. It was, as a
mattar of fact, a full quarter of an hour be-
tore Liuton madoe anything like an attack upon
their opponents’ goa!, and this was merely a
sudden breakaway, Luathevon being lofi with a
oloar field, and, racing down almost from his
own half, sent in a long shot which struck the
aide net.
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Platt probably won ths matoh for ILuton
midway in the second haif, when he prevented
a regular pile-driver from Pickering entering
the net. 1t was a truly magnificent save, and
when Platt made his dash right acroes the goal
it appeared as if the ball had already crossed
tho line, but, with outstreiched hands, Luton’s
oustodian juss managed to turn the ball out.
What nm.d]-:s the savoe more remarkable ywas
that tho ball was travelling at a terriflic paco
right away from Platt as it came across the
goal-mouth. Cartainly no more daring savo
has been made this seazon for Luton, and it
was hard lines indeed for Pickering. for his
worle which led up to the opening fully de-
served a bettor fale.
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Althouzh New Brompton continued to hold
the advantage, they never afterwards lhad as
onsy openings as LEyton, who should have
added at leasg two goals. Rigate got clean
through in one instance, and the ball hit the
 bottom of the post behind Martin, who had
~advanced to meot the Luton forward, while

Rarkin zlso enticed the home goalkeceper out
of goal, and, with an open s=pace, could not
“managoe to turn the chance to account. Martin
was at leas; six vards out, lying on the ground.
and he just touched the ball away at a second
attempt when it appeared all up, for Rigate
was also handy E.Il(?eﬂli} ball oply needed a
tap to score. < = <

About ten minutes before the finish the |
reforea came in for more criticism from the
crowd when he would not heed the confident
appeal for a penaliy against Hogg for bring-
ing McGibbon down. Irom the stand, McGib-
bon appeared to attempt to rush by Hogg.
and, finding Jock rather a stifier obstacle than
he bargained for, went down, as was to bﬂF
expeo.ed. The referce consulied a linesman
b-e?nm giving Luton the benefit of the doubt.
This apparently settled New Brompton, for
Luton comfortably held them at bay for thﬂl
remaining minutes, Rankin being observed
aofing as a third back at the finish. I

Luton have played much better and lost ‘n
several matches away this ssason, but the
playors are nevertheless to be: congratulated
for tho stubbern manner in which they stood
up against tho elements when hard pressed.
Platt, ns alreadv mentioned, played his part
erandly, while Hogg and McCurdy stood by
him in a manner that cannot be too highly
praised. If nok so brillzant a line as against
Queen's Park Rangers, all the half-backs did
splendid worlc, White gave no evidence of his
recent injury. and was fully able to cope with
MecGibbon, Jones had his wing under control
the whole time, and they were never much n
the picturo. F. Hawkes had undoubtedly the
hardest taslk, and he came through his many
enconn.ers with Smith with credit.  Among
the forwards most danger came from Rigate
in getting the ball down the field; still,
Arthur Jones gave the home defence some-
thing to think about by being always busthing,
and this undoubtedly allowed his wings freer
soope.  Besidos scoring the goal, Moody gave
his usual quiet but nevertheless effective dis-
play. and as a line, without being brilliant,
the forwards did much better than i1n many
gamea this season.

For New Brompton, Smith and Pickering
stood out right above their comrades as class
artists. It is wonderful how the veleran
winger retains his form, while Pickering ap- |
pears to be in better health than when he
wore Luton colours, and naturally his play re-
flects the improvement. The mainstay of the
home defence rests upon Ilarvey and Ifloyd,
and their work told on many occasions, for
they are a pair of robust backs and the last-
mentioned certainly played a much cleaner

game than usual.
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