Southern League.

PORTSMOUTH vy. LUTON.

Played at Portsmouth on Saturday. Result:
Poxtsmouthi.o.icoi L. 1 goal.
| TR T o A e P P B nil.

- The players were as under:—

Luton—Platt; Dimmock and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Rigate, Ran-
kin, Pearson, Moody, and Latheron.

Portsmouth—Cook ; Thomson and Warner;
Digweed, Buick, and McDonald; Birtles,
Kirby, L. A. Louch, McCaflerty, and Dix.

Referee, Mr. H. 8. Bamlett (Gateshead).
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Luton have never yet managed a point at
Portamouth, and therefore Saturday’s defeat
by tho smallest possible margin cannot cause
great surprise. At the commencement of the
soason Portsmouth were pretty generous in
giving poinis away, but recenily they have
sucoeeded in welding a team together which
has proved itself at least the ecqual of then
usual strength. On Saturday they wero at fuil
sbrength, and consequently wero looked upon
a3 easy winners, but up to the interval Luton
more than held their own, and were unfortu-
nate in not oressing over with a lead which
would probably have given them another away
viclory.
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The turf was in fine condition, and there was
soarcely any wind, so the fact that Bob Hawlkes
had his usual luck in tossing made practically
no difference to Luton’s chances. Play openad
Enb‘by quietly, but after a few preliminary

oks Luton go} through by the agency of a
freo kick, which Buiock headed clear. The
ball, however, was ﬁ:rﬂmpﬂy returned,
McCurdy sending it right acroes the field.
Rigate and Rankin obtained possession, and
tho former contred finely to Pearson, who
testod Cook with a good attempt from close

range. < £ s

Luton’s attack made meatters pretty warm,
chiofly by * three-inside’ tactics, the wing
men nol getting a chanco so frequently as
usual. Still the inside forwards wero ﬁlnying
protty football, causing Thomson and Warner
to be hard at work the whole time. A right-
wing movoment led up to a corner, given by
Digweed when hard pressed, and this Riga‘e
placed in a I:a-c&:u;:i:if::alr position. Pearson, 1n
attempting to clear tho backs, got the ball a
trifle too high, and it landed on top of the neb.
Cook was also called upon by a dropping
centro from Luton's left wing, but this he

casily cleared.
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Although play was chiefly in the home quar-
tors most shots came from long range, and
thus Cook had comparatively an easy time.
Still hoe was pretty smart in geiting away a
fast grounder from Pearson. Thoe Pompey

oalkeeper fell in bringing off this clearance,
gub just managed to disposo of the ball.
McCafferty succeeded in chuding F. Hawkes
on ona occasion, bul Dimmock made a dashing
olearance when a goal appeared likely. Re-
turning with the ball once more, McCafferty
worked himself well into goal and let drive at
Platt with a hot shot, but Peler caught this
in d style, and dodging both Louch and
Kirby, cleared an ugly situation in a masterly

mannaor.
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Dix made the running on the left wing, and
finishod up with a well-judged centre, which
Touch missed badly, and Platt oleared with a
tremondous kick up the field. The first corner
to Portsmouth came after some {wenty
minutes’ play, but Bob Hawkes cleared this
with a clever kick, just robbing a couple of
the homeo attack who were waiting for the ball
to drop. Platt gave Portemouth a second
corner when a fast shot {rom {he centre of the
fiold eame rather unexpectedly and bounced
from his ext-endgd hand into his face,
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Still, on the whola, Luton were having the
greator share of the gamo, and Warner tried
to altor matters by dribbling the ball down
tho field and for a moment it appeared he
would actually got a goal on his own, but for-
tunately his final effort culminated in a ssimple
goal kick. Rigate raced through following
this, and placed the ball across the goal
Moody tried to get at it, but Thomson was In
the way, and Moody pushed the Portsmouth
back. and thus the situation was saved for
Portamouth by a foul being given against
Moody just in front of goal
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The game was stopped for several minutes
through a dog getting on the field, and it took
a deal of trouble io get off, so much so that
the spectators were very impatient and called
loudly for the game {o procecd. But eventual-
ly the dog was lifted over the railings, and
tho game proceedod 1n peace. A miss by
Thomson let Latheron in. and it looked a very
promising opening, but Warner, dashing right
pcross tha field, relieved the pressure rather
Juckily. Birtles forced a couplo of corners,
each of which was cleared with some difficulty,




I'. ITawkes eventually placing the ball inio
touch. |
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The nearest thing to a goal for Luton camo
abou{ just before the interval, Rigate putiing
the ball at Pearson’s toe when the latter was
stending jus; clear of the backs. I'eeling he
was offside, Pearson hesitated for a moment,
but as the referee made no sign he went on,
and it appeared nothing but a dash out by
Cock could prevent a score. But Pearson, in
irying to make certain, turned the ball a
trifle tco wide, and the ball passed over the
goal-line about a foof on the wrong side of the
upright.

: m o n

Luton commenced the second half as the
left off, and wero soon down ot Cook’s end,
Rankin getting the betier of a duel with
Warner and placing the ball out to his part-
ner. Rigate put in a fine cenire, only to find
Thomson on the spot, and the Pomney back
cleared with a big kick from the mouth of
goal. Moody tried a shot from a pass by
Pearson, but 1t would probably have paid
bettor to have taken the ball a bit nearer be-
fore letting drive, for onco more the ball was
placed wide. A minuto later another similar
movement was charged down by Cook, who
came out just as Moody. was about to take aim.
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McCafferty was playing finely at this stage,
and {wico he called upon Platt with olever
shots, only to find Luion's goalkeeper nimble
in picking up the ball and then sending it well
out, of dengar. Kirby also made his presence
felt, bug shot wildly, the ball going yards over.
Tho game was now gradually but surely going
in favour of Porismoulh, and it caused no sur-
priso when McCafferty, meeting a rather wealk
return during a spell of pressure, drove the
ball high up into the net. It is true the ball
came rather awkwardly to McCafforty, and he
was a bit lucky to get his shot home, for it was
rising all the way to the goal and appecared
likely to sail over, but Plati was completely
beaten, and, as events-turned out, the game
Was WOIL
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Thero was a good half-hour still to play, but
for quite tweniy minutes of that Pompey were
all over Luton, and Plati's charge bad
more than ono lucky escape. Louch once got
clear away, and Platt coming out, left an open
goal. The ball waa shot from the left wing
into what was an absolutely open goal, for not
oven McCurdy was about to save maziers
But to everyone's surprise the ball refused to
o over tho line, and rolled slowly right along
the goal-mouth and finally out of danger. It
was a most luck_l- incidgnt for Luton,

During the final ten minutes Luton made a
desperais attempt to at least cqualise, Rankin
putting in an extremely fine run, with Buick
olose at his hecls the whola time. Rankin's
final shot went in at a terrific pace, but Cook
got down to it and picked up cleverly. Still
Portsmouth were not done with by any means,
and tho closing stages were certainly the live-
licst of the whole match. A right-wing break-
away by Birtles found the Luton defenders
napping, and Platt was called upon to face a
'mE(Fen attack. Aided, however, by a certain
amount of good fortune, the pressure was re-
lieved, but not until at least three attempis
had been mado fo plnoe the bE.H into the goal.
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At tho opposite goal Cook almost let through
' a fino attempt from Pearson, who was standing
a bit back and tried a pot shott This Cook
stopped but did not olear at all well; indeed,
it appeared to be over his shoulder when he
finally touched the ball from under the bar,
and Luton appealed for a goal, but the referce
was no; in a good position at the moment, and
quite properly gave his verdict in favour of
the defence. Another strong appeal was set
up for a penalty kick when Moody was ap-
parently pushed off the ball by Buick just as
o was about to shoot. This taime the referee
consulted his linesman before deciding, but
once more the home side got the benefit of the
doubt. and the whistle soon aflerwards sounded

time with the I‘E‘flﬂt E:‘:ilczﬂj as last season.

Althongh, taking the exchanges in the escond
' half. Portsmouth deserved their win, Laton
played a very good game, and cshould have
mado matters safe at the interval In com-
menaing on the pame, the Portsmouth Press
g.ates the home defence waas in excellent felile,
and a word of praise ;& =aid in favour of Cook.
It aleo savs Cook had a good deal more to
do than wvsually falls to the lot of a Portsmonth
goalkeepor, and stopped many difficult shots 'n
good styvle. This criticism speaks well for the
Taton atitack. for the Pompey scribes are noied
for somewhat biassed reporta 1t is true this
oritic at the zame time commentiz apon Luion’s
luck ‘n not having a bigzer defeat against
thom. but ho finishes np with the remark:
“ Luton showed promising form, and wers
scen to great advantage in the first half.”

Although losng the game, the Luton plavars
are o ba congratulated upon a thoroughly
sound display, the only point where 1t could ba
said the home side were saperior baing the two
extrome wing men, for both Birtles and Dix
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