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mlthel‘ll Leag“ee'u

. LUTON v. BRENTFORD.

I?inyod at Luton on Baturday. Resuld:—

B T HOTT s eristcrinsssarinenrash 1 goal.
Brﬁﬂtfﬂrd .unnu..-nn““.,. ]111.
~ Todms:—

Tuton—Platt; Dimmock and MeCurdy; I
Flawkos, Jones, and R, ITawkes; Rigato,
R’ﬂ.ﬂl{iﬂ, Powrson, Mmd}', and Lotheron,

Brontford—Willianms; Watson and Clark ;
fay, Tomlinson, and MoAllister; Brown,
Parsonage, Bowman, Corbett, and Undor-

yood.
Reforce, Mr. G. H. Muir,

The football season is fast drawing fto a
hoso, and us the weeks go by, Luton’s chanceo
f steering clear of the bottom two clubs in
ho Southern League grows brighter.  Thoy
rwve gained five points 1n tho lagt thrco

alched, and are now (ourth from the bottom,
he dangor is not allogether past yeot, for
jour of the remaining six matches are to bo

dlayed away from home,
L - "

Luton are the poorest goal-scorers in tho
Loague, and they soom likely to romain ko to
ha ond of the season. On Saturday, their
auperiority ovor Brentford was not eo ap-
pavent, perhaps, vs against Bradford a f{or-
aight proviously. The solitary pgoal was
again tho rosult of a corner, a fact which is
aot, altogether satisfactory. Tt might have
been different if Rigate had not been so
anxiou§ to shoot when he ought to have

pontred. But more of that anon,
- / L J - L
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For a‘ohange, Bob Hawkes won the toss,
and Brentford were scon attacking at the far
omd of tha fiekd. Brown, tho ouiside-right,
who proved to bo quite the smartest forward
on the Brentfond side, forced a corner, and
in the resulting play, McCurdy cleared an
almost certain goal while Plait wus out.
Another corner pgave Corbeit a fine oponing
but Dimmock happened to be in tha way of
tho shot.

This was not good business for Lulon, but
they scon bhegan to attack. Rigate had a
ohance of getting i1n a centre, but dallied,
and when ho did kick, the ball went behind
the goal. F. Hawkes was much moro
dangerous with a pot shot. Clarke left it to

#the pgoal-keeper, who was almest taken by
“murprise, {for the hall bounced np on to the
bar, and he h:ul to gix:e a CcCoTuer,

DBrown again becominz prominent, Tim-
mock did the right thing in kicking out when
McCurdy was beaten. . HHawkes and Jones
were also prominent 1n dofence at this
period, the former clearing once or twice
when the backs were hard  pressed. A
grounder from Moody was saved by Williams, |
and Rigate made one or two good attempts.
I'rom a corner, Pearson hsaded through, but
tho custodian had been fouled, and so the
point was not allowed. |

Good play by Moodv brought about a fast
run up the field, and Pearson left the bhall {o
Rigate, who missed a good chanocs by shoot-
inr wade. Another pass out to tho right by
Moady caused MoAllister o givo a ccrner.
The kick was well judged by Rigate, and
Mondy beat Williams with a well-judged
header. This happened after twenty minutes’

play.

With the wind and rain behind them,
.,%uion had ?4 goo share of the play, bunt the

rentford forwards were ever on the alert,
and Platt was not altogether free from
‘trouble. On one occasion he rushed cut and just
provented one of the inside men from get-
ting his foot to the ball as it came over from
the left. At thas other end, Williams brought
olf an even better save. A ecentre by Rigate
was met by Pearson’s head, and he scomed
cortain to score, but Williams’ arm shot out
just in time.
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Although Rigate had more work to do than
Latheron, the plucky outside-left was always
on hand when wanted, and distinguished him-
gelf by ettlag acrces three consecutive
gentres, although hampered by opponents.
With the Brentford defence coneentrated.
Poarson, Rankin, and Rigate tried ghots, but
none of them was allowed to reach the goal

A good shot from Rankin was just savod
by Williams, and thoe ball went out to Mcody,
whoss shot glanced off the Broentford right
back, fortunately for the visitors. JIn the
play following the flag-kick, the DBrentford
centre-half handloed, but the referee did no?
notice 1t. Neither did Mr. Muir notics a
aimilar infringoment by ons of the Luton
halves a minuts later, when the visitors wero
acting on the aggressive.
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Just before the intarval, Dimmock wmis-
kicked, and Breatford’s chances were decided-
ly rosy. '['he outside-left found himself with
only Platt to beat, and bo shot hard, but did
no. beat tho goalkeeper. Tho ball went te
tho inside-right, but once more Platt was
equdl torthe test, and the resultant corner was
olearcd.
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The lead of one goal to mil loft the issue
in doubt, for Brentford had the eloments in
their favour after the 1inberval, but the
Luton players showed the spirit of men who
wore a goal in front and meant to win. And
they did. Tho play continued to be interest-
ing, but tho condifions were hardly so nico
as might be wished. ] ;

Rankin sont the ball over with a long shot,
and Latheron put across two ocentres which
wero not taken advantage of. Brentford
noxt made the running, and Platt landed the
ball over in saving from the ouiside-right.
When Luton ecamo again, Rankin shot, and
Tomlinson, the centre-half, fisted the ball.
"The reforee stopped play, and salthough the
offence was committed inside the penally
area, threw the ball down on the line, a course |
of action which not unnaturally caused the
ocrowd to make comments more pertinent than
polita. |
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Platt brought off two or three good savoa
aftor this, Brown still giving a lot of trouble.
A free kick for Luton just outside the penalty
aroa oauscd some of the Brentford men to
Jline up. Perhaps 1f was fortunate for thom
that they did, for Jones rushed by the ball,
and ereated some bewilderment, whilo Pear-
gon took the kick. 5 :

Jones took a8 free kick Ialer on, and
Williams gave a ocorner in saving o heador
by Moody. After I'. Hawkes had tested
Williams, Rigate received from the left wing,
and his shot went a few inches wide. In the
closing stages, a miskick by Dimmock might
have upset Luton’s calculations. Thoe outaide-
loft passed to tho other wing, but his shot

was nlmgnd. It was a very near thing, but
Luton trmmpha& to th:s ond.

Altogether, Luten played a very smart
gomo, the only room for fault-finding being
tho 1nability of the forwards to scoro. Moody
was easily the best and tho most dangerous
of the front string, and Rigate was ths most
incffective, not because he did not shape well
generally, but simply because he kept trying
to shoot at goal himself instead of placing the
ball in front and giving the inside men a
obunoco. Nothing i8 more demoralising to an |




attacle than for an eutside man te be con-
tinually placing  the ball bshind in futile
ablgmpts o soore, g A
The halves wero, ns usual, in great form,
and the boeks also played splendidly. Dim-
‘mock showod wonderful improvement, only
“making oabout n couple of mistakes during
the whole gamn, whilst manv of his olearanecs
wero a8 brilliant as those of his more ex-
perienced partner.  Plait likewize did prac-
tioally all that wos required of him in goal,
though 1t wns fortunate that MeCurdy was
able to eover him in thut first minute when
ho ran out um].fuilnd to get tho bull away.

Brentford gava a capital display, and
Brown cepecially made a splemdid outside-
right. Tho backs rendered yeoman servico {o
their side, and Williams was protty safe in
goal, Ho had no chance at all with Mcody’s
hoador,
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