Southern League

.~ LUTON v. BRISTOL ROVERS.
Played at Bristol ¢ Saturcday. Result:—

e R e SR 1 goal.
B EIStol ROV OrS: i i nil.

Tho teams were as under:—

Luton—Platt; Dimmock and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones and F. Albone; Rigate, Ran-
Kin, Pearson, Moody, and Latheron.

Bristol Rovers — Cartlidge; Ovens and
Ioyle; Smart, Strang, and Handley; Clark,
Gorrish, Smith, Roberts, and Savage. '

Referee, Mr. G. H. Muir, Southampton.

o & =

Only one change was made in the Luton
team, and this ‘was a compulsory one, R.
Hawkes being unable to get away from busi-
noss the whole day, and his place was given to
F. Albone, who thus made his inifial Southern
Ioague appearance. The Rovers had Appleby
and Buckle away, but were strongly repre-
sented notwithstandng. Until quite recenily,
Bristol Rovers were considered to have a
“abance for championship should Queen’s Park
Rangers make the slightes; slip, but after
maintaining an unbeaten home certificate up
to the 14th March, they allowed the prospec-
five champions to walk away with a couple of
points, and thus praclucally wipe out any
chance, they possessed of earning the right to
hold the Scuthern League shield for the second
time in their history.
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Up to Saturday, this was the only Southern
Ieaguo defeat the Rovers had sustained on
their own ground, so that Luton’s periormance
rmust be put down as the best of the present
season, which seems likely to finish up much
more creditably than appeared possible at ono
period. It is certainly curious that after trying
in vain for mrany years to win a match at
Bristol, Luton should do the trick three times
In succession, for they also wen the Western
Ieague match on the Stapleton-recad ground
- this season, while it is within everyone’s know-
ledge they siarted their upward -march on the
Leeacpee table there last season.

McCurdy won the toss without gaining any
material advantage, and the game opened
rather quietly, the first incident of note being
a burst-throcugh by Smith, and the ball being
splendidly passed out to Savage, the latter had
a fine opportunity to lay the fcundation of a

victory, but he shot wildly, and only a goal-
kkick resulted. Rankin put in a long attempt,
which Cartidge easily disposed of, but a really
good opportunity was given to Pearson by a
punt up the field by Jones. This caused Cart-
lidge to run out to meet the ball, and 1if
Luton’s centre forward had doliowed up quick-
ly he should have secured at least iwo steps
before Cartlidge could reach i1t, but as 1t was
he allowed the Bristol goalkeeper to get therc
first and clear the ball with comparative ease.

. Tha Rovers just afterwards got very dan-
gorous, chiefly through the clevernessof Clark,
who proved at this stage to be quite as much
as Albone could manage. He succeeded in get-
ting ons fine shot in, which Platt only dispoced
of by kicking out to Gerrish, who was well
placed for a sharp return. He cerfainly re-
turned the ball fast enough, but fortunately he
put it yardsover, and Lubon’s goal had an ex-
tremely lucky escape. Still the attention of
- Clark could not be entfirely shalken for long,
‘and he gave Plaott a regular ““teaser’ from
long range, the ball coming across the goal
very awkwardly, but Platt punched away over
" the goal-line. The corner kick was beautifully
placed, but Plait, dashing into a crowd of
- players, onoce more turned the ball for a second
- corner. McCurdy this time did the needful
with a long klc]i fl'ﬂﬂi the goal-maouth.

Rigate mow toock up the running, and, hold-
ing the ball, drew the defence right into the
corner, eventually centreing to Pearson. 'The
latter tipped the ball back to Albone, who, al-
though a bit down the field, was unmarked.
Albone %ried to beat Cartlidge with a good at-
tempt, but his aim was a yard or so wide, and
nothing better than a goal kick resulted. N
is soldom s0 many corner kicks are seen in one
match as was the case on Saturday, and al-
though thoy were not all on one side, the
Rovers had the greater share, Platt being very
liberal in giving them away, but he disposed of
them in such a confident manner each time
that his tactics were quite justified by results,

~at any rale.
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On ome occasion it seemed likely that Luton

‘would improve upon one of such awards, Cart-
- lidge only just preventing tho ball going under
the bar by tipping it a yard or =0 away, and it
was quickly relurned into the mouth of goal,
but Pearson being given offside as he was
- about to touch through relieved the situation
 for Bristol. Hands against Latheron only about
thirty yards away from his own goal almosi
led up to disaster, for Platt made a flukey
save, and matters were dccidedly ugly for
Tuton, but Roberts charged Platt and was
ulled up for a foul 1n consequence. For the
-g.t’ml' tan minutes of tho firsg bhalf the Rovers
pressad hard, and shots were rained 1n from all
baitions. One of the best attempts was from
Handley, but Platt was moro than equal to
every one thai came tO hand and for the rest
the wild shooting prevenied full advantage
‘being gained The spectators did their utmost
by loud shouts of encouragemenfi to bring
about the needed goal, but i1t was all of no
avail, and the half-time score was represented
by a blank chest.
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On the re-start the Rovers kept up the pres-
sure, but Platt. as before, turned almostevery
dangerous attempt for a cornor kick, and try
as they would, the home side could not manage
to break down the stubborn defence Lulon set
up 1n meeting these awards. Gradually, how-
B¥er, Luton once more took up a greater share
0 the attack, and a nice passing movement, by

oarson and Rarkin culminated m Rankin

I_-Eﬂ']::mg a fino dar; through the backs and
thng di ive with what was undoubtedly the




haslest shot of the day. It appeared certain
to open the score, but 1t was a rising attempt,
and just shaved the top of the crossbar as it
travelled over, to the covident relief of the

spectavors.
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Not two minutes afterwards the actual goal,
however, did arrive, and Rankin was the
scorer. 1he ball was kicked off from goal,
and landing on Jones' cranium, it was prompt-
ly headed to Rankin, who had plenty of time
to make up his mind, and this time, instead of
shooting with terrific force, he coolly glided
the ball low and slow towards the right of
Cartlidee, and it took the post low down and
rebounded into the nek = This happened after
ten minutes’ play 1n the second ha.lf but al-
though many times hard pressed, Lulon always
appeared likely to maintain their advantage.
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I=deed, the only occasion whon Platt seemed
lilcely to bo baaten was a busrst through by
Ovens, who came righ; from fall back with the
ball and worked his way almost to the corner
flag, and then banging it well m the ocentre,
' Smith was given a eplendid opportunity, for the
Luton defence for once was caught napping,
bus, as so often is the case, Smith made a wild
rush and ballooned the ball yards over the top
of the goal. By this time Platt was prepared
to take almost any risk in preventing a score,
and once dashed 1nto Roberts without attempt-
ing to get the ball away, seeing that if he could
preveng the Rover from receiving, 1t would
pass over the line about a yard wide. It was
a questionable tackle and appeals were made
for a penalty, but the referee oevidently con-
sidered the charge a fair one, for he allowed
Luton the goal kick. 5
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FKight minutes before time Clark ran vup
against Jones just outside the penalty area,
and the glame was stopped for the Rovers’
player to recover from the impact before the
refereec gave the home side a free kick. This
did not at all suit the crowd, repeated calls
being made for the turning off of Jones, and
for a few minutes many pointed remarks were
hurled at Mr. Muir. Indeed, he stopped the
game a minute later to address the spectators
in the enclosure, and this rather quicted mat-
ters, for the game proceeded without any ex-
citing incident to the close, and Luton ran out.
winners by the only goal of a hard if not very

sclenuiilc game.
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It was, however, an interesting encounter,
with the Rovers ht}ldmﬂ' the upper - hand in the
firet half, while in the second Luton could
claim to be slightly the better team. Cartlidge
did all that man could do for his side, and was

uite helpless to deal wath Rankin’s goal.
- %TGJQ was the better back on the home side,

but wandered over much af times. Pro-bably
the most effective player on their side was
Clark, and his - tvorl{ always Spﬁbut danger.

For Luton, undoubiedly Platt was most in
the picture, although all the defence played a
solid game without, being at all .Jh(}wy Dim-
mock, now that he 1s getiing experience, has a
‘much better idea of tackling a man, and held
his wing in goocd style, muturally receiving
congiderable help from ¥. Hawlkes. No one in
this department was more prominent than
Jones, and he 1§ certainly playing finely
present F. Albone did not settle down at the
start, buy as the game progressed did many
clevor things, and it must not be overlooked
that he had the best wing to operate against.
Luton’s right wing pair were in better form
than the previous we:ek Rigate especla._ly show-
ing a better 1dea of a winger’s duties, while
Rankin was certainly the best individual for-
 ward. One more win will now put Luton
absolutely safe, whatever New Brompton or
' Leyton may do, and it is quite likely neither
of th{'f.'}f} teams will manage ecven the number of
poinis now held by Luton so that practically
all danger of ashmﬂ' ior r&—el&c’tnon 1S nOow

passed.
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