FOOTBALL.

WOUTHERN LEAGUE.

BUTON v. BRISTOL ROVERS.
BEDOUBTABLE ROVERS BBATEN,
Played at Brfistol on Salurday. Result:—
LUTENE see b A e QN
BRISTOL ROVERS .. NIL.
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The teams were as under:—
LUTON :—Platf; Dimmock and MceCurdy; F.
i Hawkes, Jones and F. Albone; Rigate, Rankin,
Pearson, Moody and Lathoron.

BRISTOL ROVERS:—Cartlidge; Ovens and
Boyle; Smart, Strang and Handley; Clarke,
Gerrish, Smith, Roberts and Savage.

Beferee: Mr. G, H. Muir (Southampton),

It will be seen R. Hawkes was an absentee,
and this made room for F. Albone, who has been

playing a consistent game with the Reserves. The
other ten positions have been expotly the same
for the last five matches. On the Bristol side
it had been expected A. E. Scothern would turn
out, but he preferred to assist his own club (Ox-
ford City). Of their regular players Buckle was
engaged in the International at Aberdare, while
Turner, who played a fine game at the Crystal
Palce the previous week, was scarcely fit, and
Smith came back to the team as pivot. Appleby,
Rithough his name figured on the match card, wae
also away on account of a severe cold,
Luton usnally bring bad weather to Stapleton-
road, and it was raining heavily just before the
kicl-off, which naturally kept the numbers down
and not more than 5,000 spectators assembled.
It will be remembered Luton won their first;
League point at Bristol last season, and curiously
history repeated itself on this occasion and by &
similar score. It was also singular that Mr.
‘ Muir should be the referce for both mratches, al-
though he only acted on Satorday becanse the
 appointed official was taking the Amateur Cup
i wal. As Luton won the Western League match
 at Bristol the tables have been turned completely
and from three successive visits they have won by
the odd goal.

At the start Luton did the major portion of the
attacking, the ball being swung about very
 smartly, and they quite took the Rovers’ defence’
' by surprise. On the slippery turf it was rather
difficult for the players to maintain their equikib-
Tium, (but Luton certainly kept their feet mmch
better than the Rovers. Rankin very early sent
in a very hand shot -which went whizzing by the
post ab & terrific paco and just after, following
clever work by Jones, Pearson bhad a glorious
chance had he started a seecond earlier, but Cart-
lidge.came out and: just managed to reach the ball
by a single step in front of Luton’s centre, 5o as |
to get it away from damger. Tt was a very near
thing and another yard would have mage sil the
difference there is mot the slightest doubt, |

At the opposite end Platt also was compelled
to advance quite twenty yards to meet 2 ohance -
attempt from Roberts, following a breakaway,
but it never looked so likely to score at the in.
cident tecorded above, Still it paved the way
for better work from the Rovers’ attack and
Savage, getting away with the ball, prommptly
swung it right across the field to Clarke and the.
latter by clever tactics worfked his way through,
eventually finishing up with 2 pass to Gerrish,
who was beautifully placed, but lifted the ball
 high over the bar. { :
- Luton took a couple of corners, but neither:

ly troubled . idge amd Clarke forced



[ 1
custodian was hombarded frovg all qu

i
|
|

which L
way

atheron placed finely, but the
with a luge kick after

o corner,
IO

alie, got this

a

ouple of players nade an attempt to clear,

Ovens, who has played in the front rank here-
aboui{s made several individual attempts to break
sheough, but usually finished up aith' a badly di-
rected drive which was essily disposed of. But
in one instance he put in a very good atbtempt
which gave Platt another chance to exhibit hit

ill. Indeed just before the interval the visiting
rters, Haud-
ley putting ‘in two or three “teas s’ from the
left half back position, but he held the fort
against all comens and on leaving the field at
half-time received a regula. round of cheering as
| his reward.

ke Rovers started the second half in a very
detenmined style and the long progession of cor-

‘ners was early added to, but again Platt was too

good, and the home side were placed on the defen-
dive. Moody aund Latheron were conspicuous for
two or three well executed runs but the ball was
chavged down at the last minute except omnoce
when Rankin pounced upon the ball, came across
and put in a delightful drive, which appeared a
eertain goal, buL umorturatoly the ball rose
about a foot too highv and sailed harmlessly over
the bar. It was easily the best shot of the day
up to this peint and was deservedly cheered by
a surprised crowd who could not understand this
pressure from a team so lowly placed as Luton.

They were however soon to receive-a regular
shock for after ten muimutes’ play in the -second
period one of the most remarkable goals it is pos-
sible to imagine came about in this fashion.
Plat kicked off from goal with one of his: big
lupges down the field and the ball falling on
Jones head he sent it forward to Rankin who
was standing unmarked with both backs lying-
wide and he coolly walked through with the lea-
ther, finishing up with a gentle touch all along
the ground, which sent the ball just out of Cart-
lidge’s reach, so that it struck the inside of the
upright and glanced off into the net. The Rov-
eis’ custedian was. helpless to pv‘evenb what a.p-
poared =uChy a - very %m)ple goal.. Tt \vas ‘. very -
elever point and Rankin is to be congratulated
upon keeping his head. and ‘not attempting to
‘“hlind” the goalkeeper with a straig'h’é shot, as is
so. ¢ften the cagse when a forward is presented
with such an cpportumity in a rather unexpeoted
manner.

Owons mads another effort to get on level
terns, by a burst up among the forwards on the
m,ght. wl:mg, and centreing hard landed the ball
at the foot of Smith, who was wunning at full
tilt and shet well over the bar. He cculd not be
altogether blamed, for unless he had let drive ab
oncé the chance would have fled, for the ball
was travelling at a tremendous pace across the
goal. SEil it locked a fine opening for he had
no one bui Platt to beat. The refereec was not
altogethsr ‘pleasing the spectators, but he made
very few mistalkes and they were certainly not all
in favour of Luton. Indeed, he pulled Rigate up
on one oceasicn very badly and the ironical cheers
which grected this award vxdently led up to
‘some ralher strong remarks for Mr. Muir stopped
the game and addressed himself to that portion
of the spectators assembled in the enclosure.

Luton ¢ maturally contemt with their lcafl.
They laid themselves out to maintain their ad-
vantage and as the score shows they ultimately
"lumecded Taking the game through paossibly
the Rovers <id not deserve to lose, but I faney
they would not have grumbled a Tot if they had
‘only drawn. They are not very partial to giving
up points on their own ground and, indeed, only
the probable champions have beaten them previ-
ously this season there, so Luton's latest performs
ano is very creditable and will undoubtedly place
them in a perfectly safe position on the League
table. Platt was in one of his best moods and’

uton spectators know what this means. With-
out being brilliant Dimmock and MeCurdy played
a safe garme, while the middle line did their part
in fine style, Jomes being very energetic and nat-
urally, under the ciroumstances, gave a certain

| amount, of displeasure to the crowd. Rankin, be-

sides sconing the omly goal, proved the best for-
ward and is just npw playing better than at any

previous time since he came (o Luton.
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