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~ LUTON v. READING.

Playoed ot Luton on Saturcay. Recul®: —
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Teams:— :

Luton—Jarvis; Grogory and McCurdy; F.
Hoawkes, Jones, and Dimmeck; Brown, Hay-
cock, Brﬂdlﬂrﬁlmd}*, and Juhnann.d e
_ Roading—Nowbigging; Crump an 1ikes; |

| Hnnmk,gﬁ-oden, nﬁﬁ h"fl;nindﬂ: Burah, Leonard,
Tarplin, Wheatoroft, nnd Huggins.
Referco, Mr. G. H. Bromby (Portemouth).

Although at times the weathor Erlniil r.:h:m.dj_»,»1
fully seven thousand peoplo ascembled on the
Town Ground on Saturday, n.m:l, after Luton’s
brilliant victory over INorwich, it was generally
oxpected that the home team would win, for on

av Reading had only been able to
}lvrﬂiivniﬂtdﬂt}}mﬂ with Brentford, both sides scor-

ing two goals.

Thoso hopea were doomed to disappointment,

' for although Luton twice goined the lead,
‘Reading played forceful football all through
tho gamoe, and, in the opinion of some of the

spectators, they were the bottor toam. The

" Luton right-wingers played well, but Brown
found that he had a worthy oppenent in Wilkes,
who seemod to be always in the right place,

- avon thﬂ'l.l[;‘]l hlﬁ klrkmg was not ol the best.
Haycock, too, was well marked, and wes rarely

allowed to got dangerous.
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Bradley was not ro fortunate ns ngainst Nor-
quh -n.ltj:uug‘h ha sont in one or two hard shots
which dosorved to ecore.  The eelection of Dim-
mock to fill tho place of Pob Hawlkes, who,
like Herbert Smith, left ITull on Saturday to
Flny a mateh in Sweden this woel, was not a

“happy ona. Dimmock is ono of the best
“kicks’” in Luton and has undoubtedly the
makings of a good back, but ¢n Saturday he
wes never certain that ho wos doing tho right
thing, and hesitation was his weak point
Consequently Johnson end Moody weiled for
passes- whioh never came, and McCurdy had
more work to do than is usually the case.
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Reading made one change as compared with
Wedneaday, Tarplin, the old Noths County
E‘Inj'ur, taking the centro-forward pocition.

hey adopted a vigorous gtyle of play, and
after thoy equalised in tho second half, almost
anything might have happened. Luton's sup-
porters were someowhag reamured whan Jones
pcored from a penalty a quarier of an hour
from time, but in the elecuing minutes Leonard |
scorod with the best shot of the day, thus
placing Reading in & position which they
thoroughly da.:m;\*ed.

Thou visitors won the toss, and the opening
exchanges were rather in theic favour. After
a contre by Huggins had gone wide. Reading
camo again, and a good clearance by Gregory
gave Bradley tha ball, with the result {kat
Nowbigaing was called uponh. Then Jarvis
savoed a good shot from Burch, and at the other
end Crump prevented Johnson from getting in
a centre. A long kick by Hurzins wes allowed
to go across the mouth of goal, noboedy being
there to meet it.
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Then Johnson was stopped for being offside,
and a minute lator the whistle was blown again
just as Bradley was heading the ball. The

uton centre-ferward next tried a long
grounder without success, and in an attack by
Readinz, Leonard essaved an attempt which
was a triflo too wide. A centre from the Luton
richt-wing looked dangerous, but Moody was
provented from shooting.
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Luton were now getting used to the style of
play adopted by the visitors, and showed come
improvement, but there was littlo difference
betweon the teams in point of merit. Follow-
ing a freo kick taken by Gregory, Haycock
tested Newbigging with a good shot. A smarg
clearance by Gregory gave Brown possession,
but tho close attentions of his opponents pre-
vented him from gelting in a centre.
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Iiuton experienced a piece of good fortune a
minuto later. ILeonard, the Reading inside-
left, broke away, and after drawing the backs,
Eaas.-ud ocut to Burch, who had only Jarvis to

eat. The outside-right seemed certain to
score, and he shot hard, but the ball hit Jarvis
in tho face. The goallkeeper was dazed for a
minuto or two, but stayed at his post.

A conbtre by Burch went across the mouth
of goal withou being met, and Jarvis saved
from Boden, who took a free kick just outsido
the penalty area, Jones being the offender.
Gregory thon gave a corner, and after
McCurdy had attempted to clear, DBoden
headed on to the bar. A pgood save by Jarvis
led to play being transferred, and Bradley
and Moody got very dangerous.

A forward pass by Dimmock was too fast for
Johnson, but a minute later the outside-left got
1n a shot which was rather too high. Huggins,
Reading’s outside-laft, sustained an injury to
his left leg, and did not take any_ part in the
game for o few minutes. He was Reading’s
best forward, and his comrades were very
pleased when hn*c*amn on again.
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Play had been in progress just over half-an-
hour when Moody gave Luton the lead. Tol-
lowine o throw-in on the other side of the field,
Jones passed (o Moody, who found himseli
twentv yvards from goal and unmarked. He 'ot
fly, and the ball rose nicely, going into the top
corner at such an angle thet Newbigzing was
woll beaten.
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Aftor this Luton played with more confi-
denco, and showed up well in the exchanges

rior to tho interval. On one occasion a centre

y Johnson was mot by Brown, who headed
just outside the goal, and later on Moody
accopted a pass by Dimmeock, bug touched tho
ball too hard and Newhbigging cleared. Read-
ing were by no means dismayed, however, and
Wheateroft cama very near to scoring when he
met & centre by Burch im-.l headed over.

That Luton’s lead wasa none toosafe was chown
carly in the second half, when Reading gavo
tho Lufon dafence a great deal of trouble. A
couplo of fouls on Brown led to nothing tan-
gible, but from a throw-in Dimmock accom-
plished his best performance of the afferncon,
yubting across a high shot which forced New-

igging to give a corner. This was taken by
Prown and Jones headed, the ball touching thoe
bar as it went over.
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One or two very dangeroua attacks were then
made by Reading, and Jarvis did well to gave
from Mainds. A hard shot by Dradley went
by tho target, and Mcody broke away a minute
later, but Newbigging managed to throw the
ball over the kead of Luton's inside-left.
Another agarecsive movement by Reading gave |
Jarvis further tronble, and he stumbled in
paving, but Joness managed {o kick the ball
away.
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A really good hard shot by Bradley was well
mei by Newbigging. After Purch had headed
over, DBradley ngain got going, but one of the
backs tipped the ball to the goslkeeper. A
cenfro by Moody was met by Dradley, who
headed wide, and perhaps the result would
Hove' beon more satisfactory if Haycock, who
waa waiting, hurl been i!lnu'ca']*f.u get 1n a kick,

Twenty minutes after the re-slart Jarvis went
to tho ground in seving from the Reading leff
wing, and did not retain possemion of the ball.
Nono of the other Luten defoenders were near
enouch to kick it awav, and Tarplin scored
rathier casily, standing almost on the goal-line.
This success did not come before it was de-
enryved, for since tho interva! Jleading had re-
peatodly given the Lome defénco a Very warm
time.
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Brown almost scored for Luton with a shot
which went across the mouth of goal. and at
the other ond Heepins was gaven ofiside when
in o good position. Then Brown got dan-
gorous ngain, and was fouled almost on the
lino st tha side of tha penaliy area. Ha tocok
tho kick, and Wilkes foolizhly put his hands
up to touch thoe ball. Luton were awarded a
penalty in comequence, and Jores scored with
a low shot which could not very well have been

harder. _

It was now abont a qunarber of an hoar from
the finish, and everyone hoped that Luton
would ba able to preven: Reading from equa-
lising. Earlier in the game the home players
had been rather too sure of vietory, but now
that i+ was onco more within their grasp, they
showed a dotermination fully equal to that of
thoir opponents. From now to the finmish the
- play was watched with tense excitement, for
while Luton might increase their lead, it was
mora probable that Reading would equalise.

A free kick for Reading, clore in, was null-
fiecd by Gregory, and then Jarvis saved [rom

lon. Brown, when out on the wing, pased
nicely to Bradley, taking plenty of time with
his kick, and the centre-forward hed a good
chanco. His shof was not hard enough,
howover, and Newbigging saved. Another at-
tompt by Bradley was rather urexpected, but
Nowbigging was not t.u.ba caught napping.

Reading equalised four minutes from the
finish. A contre by the left wing wns met by
Tarplin, but Jones relieved. Reading came
again, and shthough Jarvis saved, the ball did
a0t go many yards away from geal. Suddenly
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Loonard fustenod on to the ephere, and drove
‘it into Lho not st such o poaco nnd angle that

no goolkeoper could have met it, excopt by

oxtremo good fortune. It was o fitting if some-
whnt dramatic [inalo oo woll-conlosted game.

Tuaking the pame all through, I am afraid
thero wns not much for Luton to brag about.
On the run of tho play in tho first half, the
homo teanm wero cortainly fortunate to crocs
over with a ono-goal lead, and they were lucky
in the socond half to again takeo tho lead from
o ponalty lick, beeauso it was just a toes-up

~whether Wilkes' handling of tho ball was a do-

liborate offonco, and if he had not touched it

the likkelihood of Luton's scoring from the freo

kick was not great.
- ‘- -

The Reading tenm were more robust in thoir
mebiods than Luton, and if they did not
troubls themeelves about the finer points of the
game, they novertheloss precorved o tolerably
good understanding, Their defenco wes a triflo
orratio, but it was strong for all that, and the
homo forwards were not allowed a great deal
of ropo.

Of course, Luton sadly missed Bob Hawkes,
for Dimmock was quitio out of his element at
ha!f-bock, and at the eame time Dimmock’s
dash would havo been of considerable value in
the rear division. %

La-t seheon Dimmock was left out of his place
at back for some time becauso it was thought
ho was not good cnough nt tuckling, and now
this season tho firgt opportunity 1s taken of
putting him in a position whore the ability (o
tacklo js the thing chiefly required. I hope
too many experiments of ghis kind will nog be
mndo. The poliey of fiting gquaro pegs nto
roun:d holea should not be adopted except under
stross of dire necessity.
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No doubyt it is casy to be wire after the ovent.
but anvone seoing Saturday's game would
arrreo, 1 think, that it would have been better

o have included Bradley among the halves and

rivon Skansfield a place in the forward string,
On the other hand, it must ba admitted, 1n
justice o the directors, that, ofter Bradloy's
success aoainst Norwich, they would have been
very severely eriticised by the crowd had thoy
vonturod to take him from the centre-forward
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Porsonally, however, I shall want to seec many
simtlar successes before I am convineced that
iradlloy 1s an ideal centre. That he is an inde-
fotignble worker 1 will admit, and that he 1s
thie sort of man to '* get there'’ if afforded the
Erulmr opportunities I am-also free (o coniess,

up I don't think he i1s the player to keep the
forwards together or to make openings for
them.

L] ] L

Still, apart from that, tho other forwards

have not vet ecttled down, and I shall expect

boltor things from them, though they suffer
somewhnt from the disadvantage of being on

tha small side.
" . .

Time is voung, and even that sterling half-

baclk, I'red Hawkes, has not yet played himsolf

into form.  Jones, however, 18 quite ‘“‘all
thero.” »
[ ] - '

At full back. I am by no means satisfied that
Gregory 1s a better man than Dimmock, and
even 1f he hes experienco and judgment, I
doubt if these qualities are 2s valuable, under
the circumstances, as Dimmock’s dash.
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Gregory was too often allowing the laft wing
{o get within shooting range, whereas Dimnmock
would have been into them before, and trusted
to MeCurdy to cover him in case of failure.
You can't have a thoroughly effective pair of
backs if they both stay at home, and MecCurdy
i1s much too valuable a man near poal to take
undue risles himsolf,
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Jarvis again gave a capital exhibition be-
iowween the sticks, though he sometimes failed to
clear ot the first time of asking. I doubt, how-
over. if he had cny chance with either of the
Reading goals
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