READING DRAW,

—

Desperate Encounter.

“JACK EQUALS HIS MASTER.”‘

——y

. BOB HAWKES MISSED,

‘After their splendid performance of Wednesday
dhe followers of the town team anticipated an-
wother brilliant victory with Reading, but in this

respect they wede "disappointed. Although the
iweather was dull, there was quite 7,000 specta-
tms present to watch the struggle.

“Bab™ * Hawkes ‘was absent from his place
‘throygh having gone on the Swedish tour with
the Enghsh Amateu.rs and his services were
greatly missed. Dimmock, who occupied the va-
cant position, but who is really a back, was not
able to shine. Platt, who is gradually gaining ‘his
usual 'health was again absent from his accus-
tomed position between the sticks, and his place
was ably taken by Jarvis, who on Wednesday
gave sach a brilliant display. But for Dimmock’s
appearance in the team, the composition was the
-ame as that that romped to victory on the pre-
yious Wednesday.

Herbert Smith was also absent from the visi-
tars’ team, he having accompanied Luton’s fav-
ourite on the Swedish tour.

Mr. -G. H. Bropley, of Portsmouth, held the
rwhistle, and the feams faced each other as fol- |
Jows:—

Luton :—Jarvis;

Gregory and McCuxdy; F.

] , Jones, and Dimmock; Brown, Haysock,

M@, Moody and Johnson. At
Baeuhng. Newbigging; Wilkes Cromp;

Boden .and Hancock; Huggins, Wheat-

croft,” Tarplin, Leonard and Burch.

Lnttm defended . the town end, and 'Bradley

kicked off for the h ters, and

through Huggins was the first to become danger-

us, when-longshbtfmmthelefbmstmmed




was called upon, he acquitting himself in fine
style. The bustling dashes of Bradley gave the
bisenit men considerable anxiety, especially their
defence, who were both commissioned to watch
the Luton centre, and this they did.

Bradley wis being continually followed aboul
by two or three of the biscuit mwen, but this
sharp surveillance did mot interfere \to any great
extent with the home player, who had many
times set his forwards on the move.

Tarplin now fastened on to the ball, ymd made
a dash for Luton’s goal, but he had not »eckoned
with McCurdy, who bringing the visitors” centre
down, sent the leather back. Dimmock = DOW
made a few slight mistakes, his pdssing to the
wing being short and erratic. His name was \"®-
peatedly uttered by members of the crowd, thys
uppn—uhlv putting more vigour into him, and

play now looked up a bit, and on several oe- )
casions he was responsible for some good drlves. '

F. Hawkes, getting the ball to his liking, tried
a shot which was cleared, and the Luton from
rank now worried Newbigging with several teas-
ing chois. Fle came through the ordeal with fiy-
ing colours. Bradley set Moody on the move,
but he was robbed by Wheateroft. Reading exe-
cuted a movement which threatened danger to'.
Luton, and had it mot been for Jarvis’s cranium
the visitors would have scored. Fortunately, how-
ever, things turmed out differently. In post haste
the ball came right up the wing, with Leonard
directing its course. With a good cenire this
player sent across to Burch, who being in an uun-
marked position put in a clean drive, which struek
Jarvis on the face, the ball goihg oVer the line.
The resultant corner.kick was gob rid of by Gre-

ing prominent
with a pretty run. However was robbed by
Mainds. Jones was then pulled up for what ap-
peared to the crowd a fair charge, 2nd Jarvis

effected a brilliant clearance.

Reading were showing better footl’ull and they
immediately forced a corner, which was futile.
Jarvis brought off some brilliant saves, and for
this there was great rejoicing. Bradley broke
away, but he missed the mark with a fine shot,
and Brown shortly afterwards sent wide, followed
by an erratic shot from Johnson. Tha ba.ll hung
dangerously round the home goal, and ‘a score
looked certain, until McCurdy relieved the pres-
sure.

Huggins, who up to now had played a quiet but
brilliant, and at times a dangevcus game, was
hurt as a resalt of a collision with Hawkes, and
he left the field for a few mimmtes, and when he
again tookhmplsoe,hermvedshmrtywel-
come. X

Jones mndn an for the home fonmnis,

opening

et

ﬂlua upnhaﬁrstgmotmgme.m
ing then hi-yaﬂ ‘with. more determination, &nd
their bustling methods at times became danger-
‘ona, bub the home defence was egual to the oc-
casion and they kept the visitors at bay. A cor-
‘ner to Luton was fruitless ,and Jolmson soon
‘after tried a shot which hit the cross bar bounc-




ing their way through ;"he bome defence, Tajplin
finished up by banging the leather indo the net,
Jarvis failing to hold & ground shot from Hug-
| gins., As a result of this turn of ewewis, a !stern
itussle ensued, Brown send'ing across the linep with
ia long drive.

Reading gave fhe homi: defence troubl & with
their accurate ground pai sing, and with dogped
determination they again ‘visited Jarvis, ' Aho this
time was found ready for, a shot from " Haggins.
The incident was the fordrummer of a c prner for
Luton, and after a muslee lin, front of th e visitors’
citadel Jomse sent belind. ‘A free to 1 he Straw-
hatters again put thesn M a good pe sition, and
it seemed as if they 'were bound to &core. The

\ huge crowd were rejoicing at theaster m efforts of
their favourites to puill ahead.

Over eagerness spoilt m good chamcer s, and Brown
 cleverly hoodwinked Ms tinds, but/ hifsshot was in-
 judicios, and Newbig ging witly  characteristic

coolness swung the balii out of’ diunger. Coming
kag,nm Brown was fouled just oatside the pen-
alty area, the free bemguhandlﬁjd inside the fatal.
line by Wilkes.

A penalty kick was awe trded Larid. Jones remem-
 bering that the teams weite on . equal terms placed
the bal well into the ne b with a: lightming shot,
drawing forth the applatse of Htose amound the
arena. This rewerse put Lueadmg on_ their mettle,
and they played with greal; vigour, taking the ball
‘to thel home area, where' the hiktters’ defence
were ~ temporarily placed in dificuities.  Jones
. coming to the rescue relleved the pressure.

Reading, however, were not to beulannted, and
they seemed bent on once. again madcdng matters
even. Jarvis - effecbed a lirilliant cle arance, and
Bradley made. a spirited roply, when at the criti-
‘cal moment, he was bowled over by Crump
Whose tactics. at this point were thyz saobject of
conasments by the ' referee. Huggims ot the ball
well in hand and after running rozmd Hawkes.
amd Gregory tried a:shob' which was ‘kept.out by
‘the home custodian. At the other end Brown
and Rradley tried to pierce the rigging in their
effarts to.place Luton beyond tho weach of theibis-
.cuit men, but this they failed  té«do.
| Reading retaliated, and Boilen and Hamggins
were conspicuous for soms, spl‘smdld shots, ‘which
‘however, were ably dealt with by Jarvis. /A rush
By the visitors’ forwards was then ma/!le and
Leonard receiving placed the ball into the net
with a hghtmng shot;, puttmg ‘the bea,ms on equal
terms,

The restartisaw the teamns figliting for superior-
ity, and Woth goalkeepers. were called] upon. Long ‘
shootmg was frequently indulged in.  Bradley |
sent in a lamentably wide shot, and at the other
end Tarplin only just missed the mark. The
final whistle now went, with the match a.draw,.
\bhe score reaadmg~—

LUTON ’.[‘WQO-——READING TWO.
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