The Southern League,

SOUTITAMPTON v. LUTON.

Played at Southamplon on  Saturday.
Resuit : —

Scuthampton. ................ 6 goals.
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Tho toams were as under: —

Southampton—Lock ; Eastham and Robert-
son ; Johnstone, Thorp, and Trueman; Bain-
biidge, Joffories, Iughes, Shearer, and
Blake. :

Luton—DPlatt; Dimmock and MeCurdy; F.
I‘Iﬂ\?k?ﬂ, Jﬂﬂﬂﬂ,i H.nd R. I‘Iﬂ“’]{'@’ﬁ: Bmw—lll
otonsfielid, Menzies, Mcody, and Johnson:

Referece, Mr. f-}' J. Barker (IHanley).
£ 3 *

Nct for many years now have Luton bcoked
a victory at Southampton:; therefore it can
scarcely be lcoked upon as a surprise that they
onos more faled on Saturday. DBut the mar-
gin against them was much ‘grnuier than ex-
pectad, for as a rule only the cdd goal
separates the totals. The Sainte had already
secured the leading pesition in the Southern
Leazue previcus to the mateh under notice,
and now appear to have made that proud post
thelr own for a time at least. |
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Iuton had the assistanco of TPlatt and
Menzies for the first time this seasen, and
both expressed therrsslves as thorcughly fit to
stand the full ninoty minutes. Other changes
from the provious wezsk were Dimmececk 1n
placo of Gregory, and Stansfield for Haycock,
whilo R. M. Hawkes resumed his usual
position. On the whole, these alterations ap-
pearad lo etrengthen the side, on paper, at
any rate, but undoubtedly in meeting
Southampton they were pitted against the
strongest team in the competition for the time
being Uxcept for certain special matches,
Southampton do not get the support one
would expect, and their officials were rather
pleased with the crowd, which numbered some
8.000. The cash taken was over £50 greater
than on any previous occasion when Luton
have figured at the Dell, and they have
openad the season at Southampton more than

OIlCO.
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Tho home side were without their usual left
wing, but in introducing Blake, a popular
solection was made, for he i3 a great favourite
with the crowd. Bob won the toss for the
sooond time this soason, but it did not give
much advantage, the weather condwions
being ideal. The first incident of ncte was a
long return up the field from Robertson, and
Dimmecck  miskicking, Jeofferies promptly
pounced vn the ball and Jet drive in fine style,
onls to find Pln.I-t righi om thf spot.

Tho ficst corner of the game fell to the
Qaints. Shearer not being quite able to get the
ball round Dimmock, kicked it on to the
Luton right back. Luton raced away ag a
rosult of eomo left wing combination, and the
ball was slung across to Brown, who promptly
roturned it to the centre of the field, only to
find Johnson, who got the ball again, was off-
side, and a really promising chance was spoilt
theroby. Coming through again, Johnscn
beat Rastham for pace completely, and tried
a long shet, which, hewever, was not properly
direoted, and resulted in a geal kick. It was
now the turn of the Saints, and Bainbridge
saused Platt to marrowly watch the ball a2z
it travollead across the mouth of gcal at a
terrific rate, but it just m'ssed the extreme
upright and went for a goal lick once mora.
Jefferies next did his best to notch the open-
ing point, but Platt was on the alert, and
saved his shot in brill*igut st_vie.

Still, he was not able to maintain a clean
sheet for any length. The game was nol
ton minutes old when Hughes ferced his way
clean through the centre and opened the scoro
for his side with an unstoppable shot from
olose range.  Nothing daunted, Lufon went
away on the re-start, and I Hawkes gave
Brown a fine pass when the lattor was stand-
ing clear, and the ox-Brentford player
nromptly got away down the field and banged
the ball across in fine style. Mcody and East-
ham both made-a dash for it, and the latter
just managed to arrive on the scena a second
in advanco of Mcody, and ciearcd his lines
when a geal promisad to equalian malters.
A breakaway by Jefferies and Bainbridge
neoc-asitats “ Boeb?” tackling the fermer, and
as ho foll just outside the penalty area, the
roferee gave o free kick against the Luton
captain. It was a most unfortunate decision
fa= Tuton. for Jefferies pounced cn the place-
kick. and wirth Platt's view interferod with,
netted a second goal for his eide with a fast
grounder. This brought about a considerable
arronnt of nressure en the Luton defence, {ha
Qrints’ attack, fAushed with succzss, literally
swarming round Platt, and it was really more
than Dimmeek and McCurdy zould do to keep
tham at bay.
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Johnson was werking well on the extreme
loft, and very nearly succeeded In reducing
the margin when ho banged the ball hard at
Lock, who brought ¢ff a fin> save amid gread
applause. An ugly incident occurred juet ot
this stags, for in zoing fcr the ball Dimmock
and I8astham came into collision, and don~=
oach player went like a log. However, atter
tho customary atfention frem the trainers,
both men auickly resumed their positions.
Brown and Stansfield forced another coruer,
Rcbherison kicking over the line when hard
prozsad.  This led up to a sustained attack on
Lcclk’s charge, but eventually Menzies headed
by for a goal kick. Bainbridge raced through.
loaving MeUurdy altogether, but Dimmock
came to the rescus and just managed to clear.
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Twenty-five minutes from the start =
further disaster shatiered Luton’s chances of
winning considorably. Hughes got in a fine
sho: which Platt did wonderfully well to pre-
vent scoring, but he could only turn the ball
round the post, and from the corner kick,
Hughes headed through, making three goals
for Southampton. Menzies just afterwards,
by an almost identical movement, forced Tock
to give a corner in order to reclieve, but John-
a-n put the flag-kick behind. Just before the
interval. Moody tried a long-range effort, but
T.cok kept this out, as he did the return
a'teinpt, making a oouple of gocd saves.
About the last exciting incident before the
teams crossed over was g terrific drive from
Blake's“tonr. which Platt ncatly tipped over
tha bar, although by the manner Peter looked
he was not at all sure the ball had not found
a resting-place in the net. Nothing more
came along, and the teams retired forthe
usual breather with the score 3—0 in favour
of the Saints,
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At the oommencement of the second half,

game underwent an entire change; 1in-

J




deed, for fully twonty minutes it appeared '

to be only a question aa to how soon Luton
would reduce the lead. The Luton front rank
wera row the attacking party, and I.ock was

pretty frequently called upon, but he proved
~unbeatabe, aided as he was with the best of

luck.
»* - »

Meonzies initin‘ed a clever movement, which
led up to Brown driving a hard shot. that
missed by inches only. Again Johnson forced
4 corner Ly some reoute play, and R.
Hawlkes did his bt to improve upon this
imcident, but fell over in the penalty area, and
a penalty claim was set up, only to bo
negatived by the presiding official. Stansfield
hareabouts took up his share in the general
attaclk, and ran well forward before letting
drive with a shot which appearad to be travel-
ing just inside the extreme pest, but Lock
literally foll on the ball, and worked his way
on hic hands and kness away from the goal,
bringing off a clever if somewhat lucky save.
Another turn of bad luck fer Lulon was the
referee stopping .the game when Brown was
right through after recovering himself from
a bad foul, and awarding Luton a free kick,
which was not reauired under the circumn-
stancezs, for Brown was in a much better
position for scoring than was pcessible when
the Saints’ defence had time {o line up. Dim-
mock, who took the place-kick, put the ball

| yards wide.
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Johnson gained +till another corner by
worrying Itastham, and the outside-left taking
the flag-kick. it was some time before the ball
left the geal mouth, and then only at the ex-
ponse of a second corner. This was again

waoll placad. but I.cck eventually punched the

ball awany, and Luton’s chance of pulling the

rame out of the fire vanished when Blako
borod his way right up to the goal line with a
couple of Lutonians in immediate attendance,
and the Saints’ outside-left managed 1n a
miraculcus manner to sque2ze the ball through
the goal jrom what appearad an 1mpossible
angle,
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I'rom this point, the game was once moro
in favour of the home side, and Hughes very
scon nettad a fifth after Platt had saved his
first attempt. It was a very near thing, for
Pla’'t crashed into the home centre-forward
before he could recover his balance after tak-
ing the kick, but i1t was just too late to pre-

vens the shot being taken. The final goal of

tne match was the resu't of a penalty
awarded for a charge on the part of Jones,
and Thorp made no mistake with this.
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While awarding Southampton all the credit
due to them, 1t 18 only fair to Luton to state

they were out of luck on many occasions.

Still, on Saturday’s form, the Saints will go
very close to the championship. The only
player who did not show to advantage was

Shearer, at inside-left, who seemed a bit over-

woizhted. Lock 1s now a great goalkeceper,
while Jefferizs 1s locked upcn down

- Southampton way as a coming Iniernational.
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Luton, as mentioned above, were not seen
to great advantage except for about twentv
minutes in the sceond half. but still one or

two players ocan look back on the match

without blaming themselves for the heavy

defeat. (Onoe of thesz 1s Platt, and 1t 1s
rileasant to find he gives no trace of his recent

ii'noas. MecCurdy was the better back of the

two, while F. Hawkes was in much better
form than his:two previcus games. Indeed,
he was ecasily the best plaver in the half-back
lina. The forward line were uneven, doing
well at times but failing to keep 1t up, and
they fell away badly at the finish as a com-
bination. Johnson was far and away the most
offcctive, and fu'ly played up to his reputa-
tion. Brown did some pretty work at times,
while Menzies playved the methodical game,
and will do bhetter when he gets more used to
his comrades’ play.
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