WESTERV LEAGUE.

“ “-LUTON - V. CROYDON COMMON.
Played at Luton on Monday. Result:—

R EON R et N .... & goals.
Croydon Common .......... =l ooal,

The teams were:—

Luton—Platt; Gregory and Dimmock; F.
"Hawkes, Bra.dle and: Jones; Brown, Stans-

field, Menzies, Mo-ody, and Johnson.

Croydon—Furr; Christie and Meston;
Ha.mmond Wolstenholme, and Hayward; S.
Garrett, Lest Toal, hd:acdona,ld an-d Barn—

father.
Referce, Mr, }. Bullimer (Northampt{m),

The six-to-nil beating had a very decided
| offect on Monday’s g.:ute and desplte a beauty
ful afternoon, the epectators numbered under
a thogsand. Unfo-rtun3,+013, 1t cannot be said
that those who stayed away missed much, for
the game was of the tamest description im-&gin—
able. Many practzce matches have furnished
far better football, and in waiching the pro-
cecodings one could scarcely believe that L.eague
points—even if they were only Western League

points—were at stake.
& * &

There was sc&rce:l an jnteresting incideng 'n
the first half, and the custodians were certainly
noy overworked. 'The Luton forwards at times
played fairly pretty football, but there was a
great deal of passing and re-passing—not
always in the direction of goal——a.nd very little

dash.

l i »* 4

Near the interval the home team certainly
deserved a goal. TFollowing a free kick, given
acainst Hammond for a foul on Johnson,
Mocdy headed in and furr dropped the ball,
but Stansfield then disappointed expectation
by shecoting over. Later on, Johunson placed a
corner nicely, and after Furr had punched the
ball away, Fred Hawkes neatly shot into the
net, but to the chagrin of the spectators the
goal was disallowed for offside against Stans-
| field, who stood 0105@, t0 the cusbodian.

. It is extremely doubtful if Furr could have
oot to the ball in any case, and therefore it
- was rather rough luck to have the effort nulli-
fied. The Commoners had not done a great
deal 1n this half, and Macdonald, the old
Luton man, was quite the shining light in the
atback, He made several good attempts, but
taken altogether there was little for either
team to boast about.

- The second half did, at the beoginning, give
promise of a little more life, and very early on
Platt saved bea utlfully from DBarnfather.
Luton repliad with a fruitless corner, and
subsequently the visitors got away on the left,
and Macdonald scored after IFPlatt had made
an unsuccessful effort to get the ball away.
There 1s more thaan a suspicion that the ball
was handled befores it was got into the net,
but the referce allowed the goal.
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Croydon did not maintain their lead long
Menzies, who had becen limping badly, now |
left the “field altogeiher, and responding t-ol

crics from the epectators, Bmdlcy went for-
ward, Dimmock joined the halves, and Gregory
was left to himeeclf. The presence of Bradley
cerbainly impartod more sting to the Luton
attack, and the Commoners, on the other hand, I
could make little hoadway In consequence <::-fJ
being pulled up, for oﬁ'ﬂlde

*

Stansfield scored the equahqm coal from a
centre by Johnson and then Luton fell away
egain, the best shot at the Croydon goal for
pome time bzing one by Dimmock. The visitors
several t1mes made individual rushee from near
the half-wayv line, always appearing dangerous
when one of them did happen to get clear,
owing to the fact that Gregory had half the
field to himmlf.*

* *

Platt saved a hard drive from Maedonald,
end was very smart in dealing with attemypts
by Garrett and Barnfather, whilst towards the |
end he broucht off a br illiant clearance. Then
almost on the ctroke of time, Luton got away.
and Johnson obtaining possession, took the ball
in and scored a very clfvcr g(;a.l.

*

The win, perhaps, was tho only satisfactory
thing about the game irom a Luton point of |
view, and Luton wr]l have to put much more |
life 1nto their work if theyv are to gain many
Southern League points. In the first half, the
forwards scemed more 1nteng on passing than
roal-getting—a very uniortunate habit to culii-
vate. That is one point in Bradley’s favour—

the passing is no overdone when he 1s about
* * *

The Commoners are a very fair team, but
the fact that Macdonald was as good as any of
the forwards shows that there 18 nothing abso-
lutely brilliant about them. They would not
have gone far in the Southern League, but they
ought to lay the foundations for future succees




