' The Cup.

COMPETITION PROPER.—FIRST ROUND.
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LUTON v. MILLWALL.

Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
NEllvealliR s S athes e 2 goals.
Luton

The teams were:—

Luton—Platt; McCurdy and Gregory; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Hay-
cock, Menzies, Moody, and Stansfield.

Millwall—Joyce; Stevenson and Jeffrey;
Riley, Comrie, and Blythe; Dean, Shand,
T\yxgg, Jones, and Tellum.

Referee, Mr. g C. Ff.llowﬁeld (London).
£ 4

In cup-ties most of us are partisans.® It may
not always be the height of sportsmanship to
want your own club to win, but still you want
them to get there. Unfortunately, Luton did
not do that on Saturday, for after struggling
gamely all through, they were robbed of vic-
tory in the last two minutes. Most of the sFeo—
tators were decidedly of opinion that Tellum
was offside when he scored the winning goal.
Mr. Fallowfield allowed it to count, however,
and so Luton had to say good-bye to cup-ties
until another season.

* * #*

It was hard to be beaten thus. Much as tho
home crowd wanted Luton to wgn, they would
have been far better satisfied With the result
if Millwall had won by means of a goal about
which there was no doubt. It all happened
very suddenly. Dean gprinted away, and, al-
thcugh tackled by Gregory, managed to centre.
The ball went off one of the other ferwerds to
Tellum, who was nearer the goal, and hs
promptly scored: Mr. Fallowfield pointed to
the centre of the field, and some hooting en-
sued, but everybody realised that the game had
been won and lost.
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The incident provided a dramatic finish to an
exciting cup-tie.  Harly in the game Luton
obtained the lead, and as they kept it to the
interval, it was hoped and expected that they
would win. Half-an-hour from the finish, how-
ever, Millwall equalised. Then it was touch-
and-go. The players shared the general excite-
ment, and went in for long kicking. When
Millwall scored their winning goal the specta-
' tors had reached such a state of strained atten-
| tion, that the fence at the town end was broken
in one place and a number of people fell with
it, but forbunateiy no one Wafs-f’seriously injured. |
=

Luton lost the tess, and the opening play was
.very much in favour of Millwall, whose for-
wards were very smart on the ball. At the
first run down Tellum shot wide, and then
Gregory and McCurdy cleared s hot attack,
following on a centre by Dean. The next on-
slaught was repulsed by Gregery, who kicked
the ball well up the field. Stansfield ran half
tho length of the field, but finished up by
sending the ball behind. Millwall were soon
attacking again, and Shand almost got through.
after Gregory had kicked the ball on to him.
Twigg had s fine chance after Platt had saved
from a centre from the.right, .l.mt he shot wide.

®

Luton’s one and only goal was scored ten
minutes after the start. It was the result of
good play on the right wing, a beautiful centre
being put in by Iaycock. Stevenson tried to
head tho ball, but Moody charged him, leaving
Menzies unmarlked. Tho centre-forward tock
his time and easily beat Joyce. A minute later
Brown tried a hard shot, which JO{]ce punched
away. After good defensive play by éregory,
who cleared three times in succession, Stans-
field ran away and Joyco got the ball. Menzies
went up to tho goalkeepor while he was hold-
1i]r}g tho sphere, but could not get it away from
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Luton were having more of the play at this
perid of tho game, and when they next at-
tacked Brown roached a centre from Stansfield
just a egecond later than Joyce. On the other
gide, Dean had somo good chances of scoring,
. but the wind was not altogether favourabloe,

and the ball almost invariably went bohind.
- Platt paved from Jones, who met a centro by

| Bhand, and then McCurdy collided with Jones,
hoving to leave the field for a fow minutes,
| While he was off, Giregory gave & corner, which

wig cleared, and at the other end Brown got in
a contro which Stansfiold headed nicoly, Joyco

ocloartir.



When Millwall next got away, Dean mado
his best attempt during the first half, the ball
 ekimming tho bar at a very acute angle. The
Luton right wing again got through, and Hay-
cook shot wide; he could not pass because the
forwards on the other wing were offside. A
nice dropping shot by Fred Hawkes was saved
by Joyce, and then Haveock was twice ruled
offside. ~ Another very near thing happened
when Brown put jn a centre and Moody Eeuded
the ball. Tt only went a little wide, and it
seemed inevitablo that Joyce mmust have been
beaten had the ball been better direoted.
- " .

At the other end Tellum had a good chancoe
following a throw-in on the right He was
standing closo in when the ball came across,
but shot wide. Just before half-time Jeffrey
pushed Brown when in the penalty area, but
the referes took no notice. ' A shot by Menzies,
went wide, and the score at the interval was
1—0 in favour of the homesters.

Directly after the re-start, Gregory met a
centre by Tollum and gave a corner. A minuto
later Bob Hawkes missed his kick in fromb of
the goal, but Platt saved from Doan. Jones,
the Luton centre-half, shono repeatedly in de-
fonsive work. A miskick by Gregory about
thirty yards out let Dean obtain possession, and
he at once let fly with a splendid shot, which
Platt, however, saved. A minute Jater, and 15
minutes from the restart, Dean was successful
in scoring tho equalising goal. Receiving from
Shand, he put in a low cross shot, which went
into the far rsido.of th'neL

Millwall were now having the greater part
of the play, Luion having to kick against the !
wind. As time went on the game got very
raggzod, both sides going in for long kicking.
A high shot by Haycock went just over, and
a misunderstanding between Jones and Gregory
allowed the Millwall inside-right to get away,
McCurdy giving a corner. At the other end
Menzies was getting dangerous when he was
fovled and rolled over in the penally arca,
but the referee a.ga.in btiok no x'mt,)ce.

Twigg was kicked on tho mouth and had to
go off the field for a time. When he c.’:me]
back he changed places with Tellum at outside- |
left. Stansfield then forced a couple of corners,
which were cleared. A centro by Stansﬁald‘
went across tho goal, but Brown was too far |
forward to take advantage of it. Platt next
saved from Dea'r'x by g‘i’vmg a corner.
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The winning geal was scored about & couple
of minutes before -the finish. Deen received
the ball near the half-way line, and although |
he was onside, the other forwards who ran up |
the middle of the field, were palpably offside.
Jones, the Luton half, appesled to the roferes,
but the official allowed tg::l to go on. After
beating Gregory, Dean centred, and Tellum
had an easy task in scoring. Thus it was that |
Luton departed for another year from the Eng-
lish Cup Compegition. 5
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Looking at the game as a whole, one canonly
say thay Millwall owed victory chiefly to their
success in-preventing Luton playing good foot-
ball. The visitors were not nesrly so anxious
to get and keep the ball themselves as to knock
the Luton players off it, and in this part of the
business they sucoeeded admirably. There was
aleo a sprightliness and elasticity about their
movements which was altogether absent on the
other side, the local men seemirg almost stale
by comparison. |
» » » |
Indeed, I do not think the Luton players
were nearly up to their usaal form in this re-
spect, and I doubt if they would not have done
botter by adhering to their vsual course of
training. Certainly they seemed quite lethar-
gic sometimes by contrast with their opponents, |
end attempts at combination were oiten nipped
in the bud by the dashing tactics of opposing |
players. Taken all round, too. the Millwall
team were a lot .f:xster \‘}’mn thg homesters.

‘ The home forwards never really got into
their stride, and even Brown was not epeedy
‘enough to make much ground. They would
have played prettily, no doubt, had thay been
allowrod, but the visitors played a. spoiling
game pure and simple, and the Lutonians
failed to adapt themselves to the circumstances.
Not a ainglé cne of the home forwards could
be said to havo played up to his form, and if
there wag a best perhaps Stansfield ought to
have the credit.. . :

Tho halves showed to better advantage but
Jones would bs more effective if he did not
 attornpt to do too much. His koenness occa-
sionally leads him to do work which might be
batter done by onoe of his colleagues. Bob
Hawkes appeared to be one of the speediest
men on hia side, and for this reason I think he
would have done better to have paid more
attention to Dean, whose race enabled him to
got round Gr&go'ry w1ﬂ: nlmue.f; ridiculous oase.

PRob unquestionably did a greab deal of valu-
ablo work, and perhaps was the most oon-
spicuous of tho three, for Ifred wes not quite
a8 prominently in the picture as is his wont.
Tho backs played well for tho preater part
of tho game, bnt in the last half-hour Gregory
oracked up Abndlﬁ. ond it was that I think that |
Ind to Luton’s downfall. McCurdy we oould
hardly expeot to bo ot his baat after tho inJury»‘
ho met with in tho firet half, but ho was vory
wsof={ novortholeea,  Platt fully uphald hia
roputation, snd made sonte very smarh eavos.
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Tollum, who has only just come into the team

in place of Hunter, is a very strenuous player,
but the Millwvall forwards generally did not
cover themselves with glory, and were a far
 different quintet from that which did duty for
Southampton the previous week. The halves
were a host in themselves, with Comrie the
bright particular star, and the backs alco
acquitted themselves splendidly, while Joyce
performed as effectively as ever 1n goal.

The gate recgipts emounted  to £302, the
attendance being just below 10,000.
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