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- The Seuthern League. |

. League game, that he was put into the side at

WEST HAM v. LUTON.
Played at West Iam on Saturday. Resulb:

The teams wero as under : —

West Ham—Kitchen; Taylor and Harwood ;
Yenson, Pilercey, and Tirrell; Ashtcn, Shea,
I'oster, Burton, and Blackburn.

Luton—Platk; Dimmock and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Hay-
cock, Menzies, Mowody, and Stansficld.

Referee, Mr. .e}. L. Randles (Coventry).
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Although the Luton fronft rank had under-
gono still ancther shuffle, 1t was the strongest
available, for neither Pradley nor Johnson
could have played under any circumstances,
and, as a matter of Tact, Menzies and Brown
were none too fit. Jindeavours wero made to
enlist the services of Porter, but he had already
arranged to turn out for the Caliea In the
defenco the only change from the previous
Wednesday was MeCurdy for Gregory, and
this was looked upen as strengthening the
team, although Mac's knee troubled him some-

what,
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Only one Scuthern Leapme viclory stood to
the credit of West Ham provicus te Saturday,
that being gaine<d over the champions 1n tae
first match of tho seascon. HHarwood, who had
been looked upon as a rescrve back, played

ich a fine game in the mud-week Western

left back, and Taylor crossod over {0 the oppo-
site wing. DBut it 18 the forwards who have
caused the chief treuble at Boleyn Castle, as
in other places, and the whole Iine underwent
revision, with hf;ppy r{iﬁults as it turned out.
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During the opening stages the game gave
little promiase of the fierce onslaught the Luton
goal was called upon to encounter a bit later
con, for neither side settled down to a sustained
atiack for auite a quarter of an hour. It ;s
true some shots were sent 1n, and one {rom
Moody just nmssed the crossbar and landed on
top of the net during this period. West Ham
Lhad ths advantage of a coupls of corner kicks,
and a minute later hands were given against
McCurdy practically on the eighteen-yards’
line. This was #aken twica, but neilther time

did Platt have any axioty, for the place kick

was easlly cleared.
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Most danger came from Luton’s new left
wing, and with Taylor very erratic in his kick-
ing, the crowd were more than once rather
anxious {0 seo the ball placed out of harm’s
way. At the opposite end of the field Platt,

in his turn, gave the Lutonians present the
shivers when he all but missed punching a

corner kick, but fortunately the ball dropped

out of danger and was ultimately cleared.
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But the opening coal was not long in coming,
and it fell to West Ham—partly through a mis-
understanding, it is true. There was a scrim-
mago 1 the goal-mouth following an attack

set up by Shea, and Platt decided to come out
with the evident jntention of catching the ball.
“He would have easily cleared, there 1s no
doubt, but Dimmock was not aware of his com-

rade’'s move, and got in a rather good kick
under difficulties, which nine times ouf of ten
would have saved tho situainton. As i1t hap-
pened, Foster, ever on the alert for a chance
shot, met the ball, and drove it back inte goal
hizh up, Plats not haying time to recover from
his dash out a mcment before.
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This success invigorated the IHammers con-
siderably. and they simply swarmed to the
attack. For the next ten minutes or so Dim-
moclk and McCurdy were very hard pressed in-

" deed. Luton could not get the ball away, and

Blackburn gave Piercey a back pass when the
home centre-half was standing unattended come
thirty yvards out. Just as everyone was watch-

ine for the last-mentioned player {o put the

ball to one of his forwards, he let drive all
along the ground end scored No. 2, Platt
making an inoffectual plunge (o prevent the
ball entering 1.20 n{:st.*
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Within less than two minutes Luton wero
sbill another pgoal down, Ashion snapning up a
uick pass from Shea and sooring with a cros
Ehﬂt which Plait was certeinly not prepared
for, as Ashton was in a very awkward position
for scoring, and Luton’s goalkeeper would be
expeoting him to centre the ball.  During tha
fateful twelve minutes which resulted in thesa
three goals thoro was only one team in if, bub
at no other period of the game coculd Luton
bo said po be overplayed.
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Bob Hawkes, quite undizsmayed by the big
doficit, plyed his forwerds with several grand
passes, but the finishing worlk was very poor,
and it was really a succession of goal kicke by
Kitzhen that the crowd were entertained with

for a minute or so. Onco or twice Moody and

Stansfield promiced to aller this state of
affairs, but they could not ga one by Kitchen,
and Menzies, rather elow in taking their
contros, was somoewhat oenaly knocked off the
ball when he appeared likely to get through.
Still, rothinz more was done by West Hea:m in
the way of incrcasing their lead up to half-

timo.
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Luton commenced the second half as if they
intended reduaing the lead at least, but their
offorts all seemed to fizzle out at the critical
moment, and their shooting was far below the

Hammers' standard during their period of
pressure. Taylor and Harwood were kept

fairly busy, but Kiichen had a comparatiyely
easy time. During the last hali-hour West
Ham were without Tirrell, who met with an
injury, and the trainer tock him off the field,
but even {hen Luton were unable to plerce the
defence, although they kept up an attack of a
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A breakawnv'by A.siltnn. h'ﬂw-:wnr, reculted

in still another goal for West Ham. The ball

was crossod from the right to the opposmte
wing, and promptly returned into goal. I'oster,
in my opinion, was well offside when he re-

coived the ball, but the refereo did not pull

him up, and ho casily beat Platt, who was evi-
dently disgusted at ths goal being allowed to
count. This was all the scoring, and did. not
reprecent the run of the game, Luton deserving
at least tho one goal of the second half instead
pf 1ts being credited to their opponents.

Platt had little chance with either goal,




unless it was the shot from FPiercey, as this
cams from long range. Without being 1n quite
the brilliant form he waa on Wedneasday, Dim-
mock played a fine game. McCurdy seemed at
| timen 0 feel tho effccts of his recent injury,
and one bad shaking-up during the gams did
not tend to improve malbters. Still, he played
his nenal steady game. The middle division
played their part without anyone having caure
' to complain. But the forwards, as the ecore
l indicates, were not able to force matters to fho
extent desireble. The left wing were decidedly
the beticr pair, and Stansfield played his best
| game for Luton. Moenzies is not yet quick
onough in getting away, although he played
botter than in his previous games, snd with
an jmprovement in physical condition, Wwill yet
ecarn a place in the frony string. Brown was
ovidently troubled by his recent injury, but
'did botter in the eecond half than the first, not-
withstanding. Haycoclk worked hard, but did

not gobt many chances o shine.
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West i{am were the smarfer team, but the
scoro flattered them. Stall, they will probably
pave the forward line as eonstituted on Satur-
day an extended trial, although the right wing
pair are rather licht. Harwood was {he betier
' back, and Piercey was a tower of strength at
centre-half. Kitcken had far too little Yo do,
connidoring the share Luton kad of tho madfield
exchanges,
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The win gave 1mmenss satisfaction to the
local crowd after the repeated failures; indeed,
tho local prograomme editor was so delighied
with a mid-week Western ILeague win by Lhe
odd geal, on the Monday previous, that he
printed the result in biz type no fewer than
soven times. By the way, the notes concern-
ing the Luton players in the same sheat caused
nol a little amusement, Moody being described
23 a local, *‘ discovered last season,”” while
Platt scems to have earned a reputation in
I.onocon as a veteran, for he was referred to as

a ‘‘good cld stalwart.”
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