SOUTHERN  LEAGUE.

WEST HAM v. LUTON,
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Stansfield Plays Well,

X wes a meeting of two teams  whick so far
kave not alfogether ple-aced their suppariers at
the - Bchsm Castle groind on  Saturday. - Much
eriticiém has been made round - West Ham dis-
trict on  the team selection for (the ! varocus
matches and some strong commerts wire made
in the Lomdon -papers on. Saturday moiming, re-
mxdmg the mmuerous changey made. in; the Ham-
mers’ zanks. FPossthiy, ~as they won 30° band-
somely the critics will be silenced ,until  the next
- defeat, .

The Ianon selectors had PraLiicae.y <00  chaice
 for with Johnsom and Bradley on the injured
Bst and W.: Porter declining the inviation to
play, they were compelled to press Brown and
!mesmtoharmxnordertom«kn upthe
fzowt rank. :

O!ooum,nwasmther]aﬁemdhe wieck to ask
»W.Porbcrtocometothe rescue, andihe had al-

y promised  his own club and could npot
them;ip one - of their. most . important
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~and only oms. month ‘of the season gone. i |
vltwylbe'remembmdswnsﬁeidﬁgnredmthm
mmmﬁor Tottenham, and there
fore he was able to fall into line wwhaomepm-
mise of success.
ham&ﬂoffacthemadeawryoapdﬁa
or Johnson .and certainiy pisyed h;s
c-el.me since joining Luton. ;
Dilm&mrqhmed at nghtrbackafterhm‘
fine shwftha previous Wednesday, and necmcy\
~to-the team'in his old’ ‘
bemabxtdoubtfnlofh:sknee ‘no |
nﬂnﬂedtommdthegame. ®Laton : were, ‘there-
fore, a4 foll Mmﬂxe defeme w:thsnex
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i oh again,’ Foster” gbb the hebber: of
ﬂe@m&y ‘and’ let fly at Platt only™ bo have hin-
shot promptly booted imbo touch near the corner

, however, wore not -idle &ndfop the
epenimy 10 mintites Wed guite as much of the play
ae their opponents. :

Moody put in the' first real attempt with a
Yomg dropping shot Which landed on the top of
the net, just going over” the crosstbar. Laton's
left wing agan brought the ball down and Tay-
lor wras hard pressed, but he just managed to get
in a wild kick, which sent the ball flying right
wut of the pitch almost opposite the corner flag.

At this pomt Taylor could not hold Stansfield
@nd within the next minute, Luton’s outside lefh
was again in evidence with a 'clever run and
he finished up with a brillidnt cross attempt
which only just missed the target.

It wag now the Hammers' turn io take up the

 vonming, and they were more fortunate than
Yarion. Shea came through with the ball and
Platt came out to meet him to prevent him set-
\‘:hng dowm before taking aim, but Dimmock ‘also

ﬁnﬂ and kicked the bail amay from them,
enly to it at the feet of Foster, who prompfp
ly 'banged ‘1t through before Platt could recover
his position.

It was a band drive, and deserved to score,
but rather luvkily got.  The game was fifteen
minutes old when this goal came and within the
next ten mimates the vesult had been put beyond
doubt. . Encouraged < by drawing first blood, the
homesters’ forwards. litersily swooped down .en
the Larton defenderg and it was mo _surprise that
snother goal was added to the. score, although
ths point itself was rather in the natare of 'a
ghance . shot..

Piercey, sﬁa,mhng ‘@t thxtty yards ‘out, . met a
geturn and « taking . aim, sent. theball all: along
thte ground into ‘the corper of the. net, = Platt
throwing ‘himseif | full Teagth being just too late
%o prevent the ball going: through. ' .

. . The third goal was.a remarkable “augle” shod
fmi: Ashton, following a ' smart save from Platt.

In all - pmhaabﬂilty, the  youthful  Accrington

Btanley recruit intended to -centre the ball, but

it flew by Platt at a terrific pace. Meagwhile

Ashton literally jumped for joy at his ‘success,

mdatmwformwmmdestogwehm

the neual hand shake, so excited was he. #

s m‘mt tol axpected .the bome ﬁEmn‘;.




This was the final exeiling incident up to hsalf

tima and the teams retired with the score stand-
ing :—
West Ham Three goals
LUTON Nil

The second bhalf saw Luton able to take an
equal share of the play, and the right wing were

- more in evidence than during the earlier stages.

They quickly forced a cormer kick and this was
splendidly placed. Piercey, however, just suc
ceeded in heading away from Menzies who was
close up.

A bit later Kitiechen just smothered a drive from
Menzieg -and from his punt up the field the ball
was sent into the Luton goal, but Shea had
handled some yards out, and the ball was brought
back for a free kick. At Kitchen's end Hayeock
appeared to have a fine chance, when he was
badly fouled and the free klck awarded came t6
nothing.

McCu;rdy teil heavily in tackling the home right
wing and the game was stopped for a time, but
Mac recovered and did not leave fthe field. On
the opposite side of the ground Haycock and Tir-
rell came into oceolliston and the ex-Northampton
half back was not able to take any further part
in the game, Blackburn falling into his place.

Luton appeared likely to reduce the lead when
Brown ocompletely beat Harwood and gave the
ball’ to Moody splendidly situated for a pot at
~goal, but unfortunately the referee judged Moody
to be offside. Although it must have been a
near thing, for Brown was well up t.ne field when
he cemtred the ball.

-Stansfield brought the ball well mto The ‘penalty
area, but Taylor just managed to block the final
shot,but how he did it could not be secen from the
‘stand although it looked suspiciously like hands.’

Menzies came down the centre with the ball
at his toe and Kitchen coming out blocked it,
but could not kick away and Hayocock rushing
up sent in a second attempt only to find ‘Kitchen
again touch the ball and J'us't tarn 1t over the
line for a corner kick. .

Hereabows Luton were baving the betber of
' the exchanges and several cormers fell to them

‘but none could be turned to  account. On
- aniother oceasion, Moody ail but scored with a
. header, which beat Kitcken but just missed the
upnght ,

‘ Considering the share Luton wer.e now having
iof the game, it was surprising . they did not
‘yet. mamage a goal, and it was more than tan-
talxs:ng that a breakaway by the home right
'wing shoudd finish up with anotber goal to thew
‘opponents, especially as Foster was undoubtedly
-off-side when he tock the pass from which he scor-
. ed. During the closing stages, Luton ' continued to
'keep the play at Kitchen's end, and Menzies at
:least should have pierced thnhann ‘charge when
‘he was clean through and nowﬁbmtthehume
;goahp to beat, but he shot weakly a.nd the ball
was eamy cleared. anlt - 4
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