- The Southern League.
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CRYSTAL PALACE v, LUTON.,

Playod at the ¢ )
(T e rystal Polaco on  Saturday.

Crystal Palaco ..vvivieniess: 3 goals,
T ) T R S T e et nil.

%‘llu-ttulml -ﬂwm:i]nili under :—
rystal Polaco—Johnson; Colling and Neo :
Innord, Ryan, and Brearloy; Garrott, Tlu:,(-lxla}ga;?l'
MeGibbon, W. Lawrenco, and Woadger. :

Lutun-—f‘lntt; Dimmoek and McCurdy; I7
Ilawkes, dones, and R, M. Hawkes; Brown, Ilay-
cuok, Monzies, Moody, and Stnnshe.d.

Reforeo, 'L I{yLu (Aylesbury).
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Luton were at fuil strongth for thie mateh, Tho
CHaziors, like Luton, have boen troubled with in-
juries, and it was an unfamilinr iorward line
which represented them; indeed, tho omiy old
player was Woodizer, and he occupied quite a now
~ post at uutmdu-h;l't.

* *

The Palace éitch 13 not an ideoa! ono if there
has boen any rain about, and it has usually hegn
‘in a bad state when Luton have pleyed there, but
on Saturday it'was in magnificent condition, and
the only handicap was tho briliance of the sun,
which, as the Luton skippor lost the toss, was
faced by them. The opening went in favour of
Luton, and thq first shot at goal came from (tho
foot ol Mcnzies, who snapped up a clever puss
from I, IHawkes and let drive in promiscing stylo,
but unfortunatély the direction was faunlty, and
tho ball passed‘thc goal-line several yards wide of
tho upright,

#* * -

At the opposite end Garrett and Haywood
managed to slip both Bob and McCurdy, and as a
rosult the Luton goal was endangered for quito
a couple of minutes. No player could manage to
get & cloan kick at the ball, and it bobbed gbout
from one to another until it was ultimalely clearcd
quite as much by good luck as good judgmont.
A !ong shot was put in all along the ground by
Broariey, but, as was the case with Menzies, this
attempt was (oo wide, and nothing more than a
goal Kick resulted.

« * £ 3

Brown, in making one of his runs, was fouled by
Brearioy, and the froe kick led up to the best =hot
of the watch at this stage. l'odowing the plice
kick F. Hawkes gave tho ball to Brown, wlho,
sworving into goal!, pot in a regular pilo-driver
which appeared a certain goal, bel Johnson just
manazed to get to the bal®l and touch away, amid
lond applause fru.::n the .‘Iﬂ‘:ﬂl st:Lutura‘

The zame was barely ten minutes old when quite
a surgnsﬁ goal to the Palace came along. Luton
had been pressing, and naturally most of tho
Elnye-rﬂ wero in tho home quarters. But McGib-
on, ready to take advantage of a chance return,
was standing weH up on the Luton baclks, when
Ryan punted tha ball up the field. , Mc(Gibbon
made a dash for it, but it appearcd qurite as easy
for McCurdy either to reach the bail or bundle
into the Pa.ace contre, and thereforo it was quits
an surprise when McGibbon was observed to be
making a clear run through. Platt, nolicing this,
ran forward, but McGibbon, although well outside
the penalty area, took a shot which whizzed by
Platt, who was yards out by this time, ard found
its rosting-placo in the net. It was a characteristic
goal by the soidier, but he shouid never havo been
a.lowed tha opportunity.
- #* *

In mid-field work McGibbon was not seen to
advantaze, but he was continuaily on the pounce
for a shot at zoal, and the crowd seeamed to expect
a roal overy time he got his foot to the ball.
Fortunately for Luton he was not always £0 sure,
and he made a sad mess of an evon betler opening
than the one mentioned above within a couple ol
minutes by shooting yards wide. Moody caite
throngh with the ball at his toe, and Johnooxn,
greatly daring, came out and met him, and Jjust
succeeded in blocking the opening, but at the ex-
pense of a corner Kkick. This was splendid.y
placed, and Johnson earned the applaunse of (he
crowd by the manner in which he penched the ball
away with all three of Luton inside forwards sur-
rounding him.

& #* *

It was indeed a noar thing. Tut Luton’s luck
seemed dead oult at this point, for another fire
shot by Menzies a minute later weal very near
to the upright as it flashed over the line. Star:s-
field also caused Johnson to fall on his knees to
save 2 hard cross attempt, bat again the home
goalkeeper was equal! to the cmergzency. Coming
down, Stznsfield worked weil into goal ard drove
the ball in with terrific force. Johmnson, however,
just stopped it, and and although it was agein
returned he punched away, and thereby prevented
what appeared a certain equaliser,

* % &

It was now the turn of the Palace, and Woodgrr
made a dash for a clear run into goal, but Platt
ran oub and met him practically at the moment of
his reaching the ball. Platt kicked tho bail into
touch and bundled into Woodger with the sarzo
effort. The game was stopped to enab.e Woodger
to recover from the impact, but he was simply
winded, and soon resumed playing. The interval
- was fast approaching when another burst Dby
Stansfield led up to a fine charce of making
matters level. The ball came to Haycock, who had
' no one but Johrson facing him, but Luton’s 1nside-
right made bad use of this opening, and piaced
' tho ball wide, and the teams retired with only onc

goal scored at half-time.

» * *
- T,uton were awarded a free kick for a foul on
Menzies, but Moody’s attempt at goal was a very
tamo effort, and Johnsou cleared without diffi-
‘culty. A similar incident caused by a bad foul
on Moody just octsids the penalty area resuited
in a clever push throagh on the part of R. Hawkes,
who zave Brown a chance, but the referee blew
"his whistle for hands against Brown, and the
- place kick cleared the Palace lines. In making &
rnn down Garrett was injured, and the game Was
stopped for the attention of the trainer. It ap-
peared at first that Garreti wou:id take no further
part in the game, but after standing on the line
a minote he took up his position again, rreatly
to the reliof of the spactators, who feared he had
broken down with his old injory, hut it proved
not so bad as thig. and lae ﬁmshl-:-;l the game.

After twolve minutes’ piay in the second half
Woodger bored his way through and puf acroes a
flying centre which tonched F. Hawkes or would
probably have gone over the line for a goal Kick,
but it strock the uprizht and rebounded on 1o
P'att’s shoulder, and thence through the goal. It
was a veory lucky point, and cortain’y not _dncc-n-r_d
on tho piay. for Luton were at least holding their

own in mid-field.

* * »

Quite the best shot of the match was one from
Bobh Hawkes, and how Johnson saved it even he
would hardly be able to tell, for the hall was
travelling like a shot from a gun inst inside the
upricht when Johnson literally fell on it and
bronght off tho most sensational save of the
smatch, Tufon wore now having much fthe better
of the zame, and Haveock had one of the easiest
ashancos imaginablo, but he made poor usoe nf it,
and Johnson gave a corner. From this Leion
resced, but again luck and mood judgment by
ohnson were azainst them. and nothing resulied.
Johnson saved shots from Menzies and Stansfieid
without much trouble, and once more the Palace
forward broke away. Garreb! priting across a fine
contre. Lawrence was prosented with onc of the
pasiest chances of the match, baot he made a wild
shol yards over [;la!,t.‘s ILamL

-
Noturnine to the attack. Tinton made the ron-
nine. but failed at the target badly; indeed, they
had far more of the game at this staze than their
opponents did at any period. bat Johnson proved
himself invulnerzble, and is being boomed for an |
international cap by his admirers. Brown had a
grand oportunity horoabouts, bnt in orying to
contro. he baneged tha bail hard into Needbam's
" stomach. and the gzame was stopped for sevorai
" minutos for the latter to recover. Ono last at-
~tompt to notch an away zoal came from Moody, |
- but althonzh Johnson fell, ho sneceeded in pre. |
vonting the ball going throagh, and Luton were |
“boaten pointless.
] L b
~ As at West Ham, the score rather misrepresents
the game; indeed, a division of points wounld have |
been a troer index of tho exchanges, and the
- Palace have Johnson to fhank for at least one
" point. As a forward lice, Tinton plaved the prettier
footbal. and Jofnson had quite doubie the ahots
5 &top to those sent in to Platt. 1fenzies gave his
winzs many splendid openings, and his only fail-
" inz appears to b2 a certain hesitancy of coing
throneh on his own. Stansfeld and Moody fur-
-T:iﬂhf:{l the botter wing, although Prown did nol
- do badly. bnt Hayveock did not feed his partner so
well as Moody did.
2 - -

Blg]mbﬂbly F. Hawkes was the pick of the halyves,
b iﬂ“ﬂ'h both his comrades piayed weil, Eob
HAaving a very tricky pair in Garrett and Iiay-
“wood to deal with. Platt had comparatively little
to do, while Dimmock ard MeCuordy were as a
rale able to cope with the individual rshes of
MeGikhnon and Co. Until Garrott was hort, the
Palare rizht winz were the main cause of anxiety.
but Woodzer makes a more cfective winger than
one would suppoese. MeGibbon is litt'e moroe than
an opportunist, bot his record proves one gnch is
ETFI‘,Y csafal in attack, Toawrence waa the weakest
Morward on the Palace rido, while next to Johnson
the most effecfive member of the defence was their
E’.. rlisle rocruit, Collins, at right back.




