The Southern League.
EXETER BEAT LUTON.

e

DESPERATE FINISH.

e

LUTON BETTER STAYERS. |

Ate‘r;esrsmmextwnldhavebeeﬁﬁwnght
impossabie to travel close on 500 miles and play a.n\
important league game on the same day. But on4
Saturdsy Laton were able to casry out their pro—}
. grenne @ comfort, Jargely due to the enterpnse‘
of the Great Western Raiiway Company, who have
done more to encourage the sport from this point
of view ihan any other line. To reach Exeter the
same day meant that Luton must travel by the
10,30 from Paddingbon, which does not stop
unél]l reaching Piymouth, but shps a coach at
Exeter; and in order that Luton should have their
lmchatsmmbhﬂmprmmwﬁemztchf
_sWDmmgGarwuphoadattharaenwe,
which entailed a staf of five making a‘ special
journey and rd;ummg with the team at night.
This pmgnmme -was successfully earried oui,
and the long journey had little effect upon the
playems, Jor they went through the ninely min-
wies in such @ mammer that nobwithstanding the
fuaf was of & terribly holding character and would
in the ordinary course have tried the stamina of

w
h'ﬁe’compadm of -the Lukmelmoneither
oceasion and this was compulsory through Mc
C\m!y’s injury, Folley coming into the side at
Exster. The home team were st full available
strength, snd the only real abeemtee was Parmell
who met with a serious injury some weeks since.
During the previous week the club had signed on
Robinson for goalkeeper, and although this player
was thought to have guite fimished hiz playing
career some few years ago, he did so weil on the
previous Wednesday he was preferred io Fletcher
'bohubmheepmggoalforthsﬁmmam '
- The ground is 2 peculiar one, but the home offi-
aakcmfeuadtthadncverbeenmmh a state
as it presented after a few minuies play en Satur-
day. Attheendltmdmtmpcsnblebocon-




' In the first half Bxetér 'attacked at this goal,
snd the Luton defende’ was sorely tried umtil they
1 ,‘.adﬁothecunouamtumon, and there-
oTy 1o surprise to find Exeter a'goal up in
the ﬁrct ten mivubes. It was a brilliant individual
sfiort’ on %lxe part of the home crack goal-gef.ter,
and he danied through the Luton défence in Corin-
thian atyh from Jm over the half-way line, and
keeping the hall (2t his toe, worked right into
gonl and beat Platt with a fast grounder from close
range, the ball going clean away from Platt into
the opposite ‘corner of the mnet.
. There was an element of luck about the second
goal scored by the home side. Bell again made
the opening, and Platt oozmng out this time.
migsed his man, and he shot in the ball, but strik-
ing F. Hawkes, it looked as if the situation was
saved, when McGuigan, following up, drove the
ball back into the net.

In the second half Luton were seen to greater
advantage, - and more than held their own, amd
were rather unlucky in not drawing level. Menzies
scored midway in this half with a grand shot, but
Te appeared to have quile as easy a chance at
least twice afterwards, but failed to beat Robin-
son again. He came through in much the same
] er to Bell in the first half, and it looked
auy odds on the sgualiser, but o the joy of the
crowd Robinson got to his shot, and literally saved
& point for his new club as a consequence. He
zeceived guite an ovabion as he came off the field.

' Lubon were best served by their front string,

. of whom Brown was a shining light in the first
half, and he had hard lines thh at least half a
score of centres from the touch-line af er getting
the better of Bulcock. In the second half, he did
not judge the ball quite so well, and chief danger
oame from the oppoesite wing, Stansfield comtinu-
ally slipping by Creig and giving Robinson many
anxious moments. The match, especially in the

d' half, bled & bard fought cup-tie be-
tween local rivals, and it was 2 gruelling time for
the defence. Still Luton were not disgraced m this
départment, the half-back trio all showing to

. particular advannge The teams were constituted
as undesr:— !

Exeter City: Bobimson; Craig and Buleock;
Ambler, Chadwick and Johmnson; White, Watson,
BMcGuigan] (Bell and ' Capestake.

‘Laton: (Platt; Folley, Guegorys; F. Hawkes,
Whibe, Jones; Brown, Haycock, Menzies, Moody
and . Stansfield.

Referee, Mr. T. W. Handford, London.

Fred Hawkes, who was acfing as captain for
the day, lost the toss for Luton, and the home
attack wene quickly in evidence for McGuigan
i /in and broke throngh straight away, giving
1 the ball in a good position, but the latier’s
shot, proved wide of the mark, and Luton had
& goa] kick. For a few minutes 'Duton were sorely
taxed to keep their oppoments at bay, bub even-
tu‘.l,ly Haycock securing, sent Menzies through, but
the Luton centre forward did not get much pow-

‘ de; behind his shot, and Robinson had no difficalty

clearing.,  Firet corner fell to. Exeter, Folley

'lindiug by an aftempt from Watson, following. a

y White. Thu ‘was well pheed but. a.ga.m




ping right over the fallen goalie, but Robinson
keeping guite .cool, ultimately threw the ball
away while reclining on the ground. Although the
bell wag certainly mostly .in the Luton guarters,
several times it looked likely Luton would equalise,
but Robinson anticipated with splendid judgment,
and he was seldom tricked up. Chadwick cut
Brown up very badly on one occasion, but the
referee took no notice,. although Brown limped
badly for some time afterwards.

Exeter appealed very strongly for a penalty
when McGuigen fell in the mud, but the referee
properly judged it was. the result of the treacher-
ous turf, and not foul intent which caused the
mishap. The ball hung about the Luton goal for
some time, and it was not until Watson sgnt the
ball by for a goal-kick that the pressure wad re-
lieved. Wight minui€s® before the interval, how-
ever, a second goal came along. Bell was ob-
served ©o be making tracks, and Hawkes called
Platt out, but he did not get to the ball before
Bell shot in. The ball struck Fred Hawkes in its
flight, or it must have been a goal right away, but
unforiunately it rebounded into play clear of a
Latonian, and McGuigan rushing up drove it
through ap open goal, Platt not being able to get
back in time. The ball was again put through by
Bell, but this time he was right under the bar,
and the referee gave him ofiside. This, there-
fore left the score af half time:

Exeter Ciby 2 goals, Luton nil,

Stansfield was quickly on the spot after the ve-
start, but Robinson saved finely; still it was soon
evident the resul{ was mnot sure for Luton were
doing by far more pressing, or rather Exeter
were doing less, which is the truer representation,
for as recorded above Luton were often troubling
Robinson even before the inberval. There was an
exciting incident when Robi dropped on a
ghot which bhe could not get rid of before the
Luton inside men were swarming round, and the
home custodian stuck to the ball with grim de-
termination, and he finally wriggled himself clear-
and threw away. During the melee Robinson was
kicked on the head apparently, but after a little
attention he took up his post again.

. A breakaway by White looked very dangerous
as his centre travelled right across the goal amd
just- missed the upright. In an endeavour to turn
this to advansgge several players literally threw |
themselves at the ball, and two or three were
.found lying near the goal post as the ball travelled
widme, BPLI was injured the most, and needed the
trainer's help before he could resume pldying.
Platt brought off a couple of good saves from |
dhata’ by Hell, and; then Lnbontogk pithe abtack ‘
once more. Stansfield cleverly tricked his man
and running clear dropped the ball beautifully in
the centre, where Menzies netted with a crossi
\

drive from a crowd of players, thus reducing the
lead. It was now anybody’s game, and Mengzies
should have egualised wheu he got a pass from
Brown just aftérwards, but in meeting the ball he
really turned it away from goal, when well placed
for scorig. Again he got clear ‘'on hig own, hut
Robinson just punched the shot from under the
bar, when it seemed nothing could prevent a. score.

It was a ding-dong struggle right up to the
finieh, and once it looked likely Exeter would in-
crease their lead for a shot from McGuigan clearly
best Platt, but went just wide for a goal-kick,
Sl most of ‘ﬂrd”pla&"ﬂb st Wie opposite: end'bf
‘the field, and Robmson brought off save after save
an  brilliant. etyle.; Duton wens attaclking when
the peferee put his whistle to his mouth, Stanstield
only just failing to reach the ball when Craig
rughing up, kicked it into touch mesr the corner
flag, and the ball was not brought baclk into play,
the signal to stop oommg a8 the ball went over
ﬁhe line. Result:—

Exeter City 2 go‘ln Luton 1.
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