The Southern League.

EXETER CITY v. LUTON.
- Played at Iixoter on Saturday. Resulv:—

NS O A ey o it 2 goals.
; 1B RN oY kg ST PR I AR T B 1 goal.

The teams lined up as under:—

Exeter City—Robinson; Craig and Buleock;
Ambler, Chadwick, and Johnson; White, Wat-
son, McGuigan, Boll, and Copestake.

Luton—Platt; TFolley and Grogory; I
Hawkos, White, and Jones; Brown, Haycock,
Menzies, Moody, and Stansfield. Releree, Mr,
T. W. Handford, Loondon. I'
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Luton were breaking fresh ground on Satur-
dﬂ_}r' and tl]q-;t}f ﬂert&inly plﬂ}‘(}d before the most
enthusiagtic crowd it has been their lot to meet
this season. Tho ground jiself is very pecu-
liar, and practically only one side of the field
18- taken up to any extent by spectators. In-
deed, at one end of the field there are no spec-
tators whatever, and this is locally known as
the °‘ goalkeeper's paradise,” for he quite
escapes tho remarks which as a rule are hurled
by tho home crowd at a viciting custodian.
Tho ground has been laid out to the best ad-
vantage undoubtedly, and the writer was in-
formed that the terraces on the popular side
would hold B,S{Jll comfortably.

s .

r
It would not matter from a visitine club’s
pomnt of view as to the spectators accommo-
dation, however, if the playiniy pitch was in
good condition. But the Exeter City pitch on
Saturday proved far from' ideal, and {he
players complained stronely on this point after
the match. It is difficult to describe, but at
one end ihe ball many times literally stopped
dead when 1t pitched, and it was almost “m-
possible for a player to turn quickly, so great
was the holding nature of the turf. Someonc
desoribed it as resembling a farmyard in wet
weather, and this is {he nearest comparison
I oan think of. Curiously, all three goals were
netted at this end of the field, and it speaks
well for the defence that no more were scored,
for their task was a most difficult cne, it being
almost impossible to judge exactly where the
ball would finally rost Mistakes on this point
were constantly made, especially at the start,
before the players became a bit used to the
pranks cf the ball.
® » »
_ There were many expressions of regret that
the Luton captain was not in the team. but
from a playing point of view it is doubtful if
they would have seen ‘“Bob’’ at his best on
that peculiar pitch. The home cfficials gave
it out that they were quite at full strench, and
after Robinson’s fine show the previous Wed-
nesday, the dropping of Fletcher met with ap-
proval. And long before the finish further con-
firmation of the wisdom of this action was
forthcoming, for the old International certain-
ly saved his latest club from a division of the
points by his masterly saves,
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Luton were called upon to defend the bad
end as a result of losing the toss. Monzies
kicked off, but McGuigan promptly inter-
cepted the pass, and he and Bell burst through
straaght away, the latter puitine in a sting-
ing shot, which only just missed the target, in
the first minute. Coming again, Johnson gave
Bell a lovely pass, but Felley nipped in and
cleared. Hayoock and Menzies worked their
way olean through the opposing backs, and
Menzies put in a shot which Robinson easil
Euthﬂre-d and threw away. Folley headed the

all for a corner when pressed by Bell, but
Copestake placed this badly, and Luton were
soon away through the agency of DBrown, who
showed Bulcoock a clean pair of heels, and
centreing finely on the run, Luton annecared to
have a chanco, but Robinson once more secured

the ball and pl-ac;ed Gutiﬂ'f danger.

On the whole however, the home side were
geen to more advantage during thse first ten
minutes, and therefore it was no surprise to
find them open the scoring. In a way, 1t was
an unexpected point when it actually came
about, for Bell, seizing the ball in the vicinity
of the centre line, dartBd clean between the
Lubon backs, who were waoll up the field at the
moment and holding the ball 2]l the time he
ran almost up to Platt bofore taking aim, and
then simply steered it jnto the opnosite corner
to that in which Platt was standing. It was
puraly an individual geal, and Bell received
no help from amnyone in obtaiming it
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At the other end Menzies cleverly wormed
his way through the home defence, but he did
not get really clear from their attenitions, and
Robinson dashing out, fell on the ball and
saved in a marvellous manner, Menzes hav-
ing some difficulty in not treading on the City
goalkeeper’s body as he ran right over him.
A rmanute later 1t looked a certain goal for
Luton when Moody and Menzies were
observed to be bearing down on Robinson with
Craig and Buleock both well beaten, but at the
eritical moment the ball rose awkwardly, and
Robinron once more saved in ~reat style amid |
loud applause. Again Robinson saved when 't
appoared coertain Luton would equalise through
Brown, who, getlting the better of Bulecock,
worked in, and it was ouly by throwing him-
self full length that Robinson was able fo jusi
turn the ball rm:nd th@i uprigllt for a corner.

Izotor appealed strongly for a penalty when
McGuigan clipped up in tho mud, but the
referce rightly judged it wes an acoidemtal
OCOUTTEencs, Tho Luton goal had a lucky
esoape just afterwards when McGuigan sent in
a cannon-like drive, which Bell tried his bast
to turn through, and fell mght into the goal-
net in tho attempt. From a corner kick con-
ceded by Whito, the ball hung round Platt for
some time, the ground beang chiefly responable
for many miskicks, and once or twice i1t seomaexd
that Lubon’s goal must fall again. Still the
gameo proved very fast, and Brown was alwags
danzorous when the ball came to his side of
tho ficld, and aftor a time Copestake and John-
son changed positaions in order that the former’s
paco would prevent Brown getting clear =0

ofton.
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Rich: minutes before half-time MeGuizan
sonit the ball out to Bell, and Platt coming out,
failed to reach it before Pell shot into goal. Tt
scomed &hat his shot must score, but it struck
a Lutonian who had fallen back, and for the
moment it looked as thourh the sitnathon was
gaved. bnt on acoount of the mud the ball did
not travel far away., and McGuijgan rushing “n,
drove it home, thus giving his side their second

goal.

Tha ball was put thronech onece more before
crossing over, but she referee’s decision neca-
tived tho pomnt, creatly to the surprise of tho
Fixedor players, who claimed that the ball came
T a Luton da‘ender before it reached Pell
who wasa standing almost under the bar when
White put up a long shot. It is true the ball
tonched a T.afon plaver in its flicht, but the
rofseron  explaired afterwards that he had
a'readvy made np*hia mind Bell was obstrncting |
Platt by standine where ho did, and therefors |
ko gave him offside and thus struck off the
gaal.
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In tha sacond half Luoton were seen to greater
advaniarn, and goito deserved {o share the
points for the plucky manner in which they
coniotor] the game after the hard time they
had b dofending their geal in the mnd during |
tho first half. From a freo kick azaine |
Ambler for handlingr. the three TLutfon ?nﬂ':'r*ni'
frewards ponneed cpon Robinsen whila he held
tha Lall and bronecht him to earth. However, |
bo #tuck to the ball, and afior what seomed




quite a long timoe he was obsorvod to crawl
from undernecath, and although desperate at-
tempts-wero still made to dispossess him, he
manaced eventually togé® clear and thus save
an ugrly situation. It was some minufes before
he was able to resume his position, having
apparently beon kicked on the head during
tho melee, but his subsequent display proved
that liltle serious harm was done. At the oppo-
sito end wb saw another stoppage caus by
the impetuous Bell coming into violent contact
with the upright when attempting to score
from a swift dri};ﬂ fmm*the home right-winger.
Ll

Stansfield was now more in the picture, and
he was the chief cause of Luton’s goal. He
cleverly raced down from just over the half-
way line and placed the ball to Menzies, who
netted with a cross drive from the inside-right
position, Robinson being completely beaton for
the first and only time during the match.
Naturally this tardy success put more heart
into Luton, and they made desperate cfforts to
equalisa at least. They compelled the home
foam to play on the defensive almost the whole
fime afterwards, but Robinson held the fort
bravely. Still. some of the chences shounld
have been turned to account, especially on the
oceasion when Monzies found himself clear of
all opposition except the goalkeeper afier a
olever individual dribble, but somehow Robin-
son managed to get to the ball before it pasced
throuwh, and undoubtedly this save gave his
side the victory. Luton wore pressing hard at
tho finish, but thev could not managce the equa-
liser, and thus suffered defcat by the barest of
margins.

* » *®
The game was one of the stiffest of the
present season, and it was hard lines such a
rood fizht should have ended with a defeaf,
for T.uton fully meritad a point. The home

officials expressed themeelves quite relieved at

the finish, and concratulated Luton upon their
forward worlk, which they voted the finest seen
on the ground. Platt certainly had fewer shots
to stor; than Robinson. but the defeat must not
be put upon his shoulders, for he made no real
mistakes. Indeed. the team held up their end
in fine style, and but for the brilliant display
by Robinson would have ecarned fame by walk-
ino off with a vietory where Southampton only

have been successiul.
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The Txeter correspondent of the “ Morning
T.eader” says he must admit “that Luton’s
forwards as a line are about the smartest yet
produced by visitors to St. James’s-park.”
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