_ The Southern League.

NEW BROMPTON v. LUTON.

Played at Now Brompton on Saturday.
Rosult ; — |
New DBrompton ............... 1 goal.
Loy s A e et s v e S S nil.

The teams were as follow :—

New Brompton—Bateup; W. Henderson and
Boylo; P. Henderson, Mavin, and Arthurs;
Reynolds, Whyman, Powell, Shepherd, and
Pickett, _

Luton—Platt; McCurdy and Gregory; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. M. Hawkes; Brown,
Haycock, Menzies, Bradley, and Stansficld.

Roferoo, Mr. 9 B—O-Bi (Coventry).

Tuton have almost invariably been seen to
advantage on the New Brompton ground; in-
deed, 1t was remarked on the local pregramme
that only twice had New DBrompton beaten
them on their own pitch in eight scasons. But
thero is not tho slhightest doubt that this season
New Brompton have the best team in their
history, and it was apparent that Luton would
have to be on their best behaviour to win.
Both teams were one short of full strength,
and, curiously, in each case it was at inside-
left. Bradley thus came into the eide in quite
a new position. Tho crowd wero rather late
in turning up bescauso of the early start, but
at the finish there were over 6,000 present, this
being quite up :,0 the _averago.

Noew Brompton had the help of a strong
wind as a result of winning the toss, but the
opening ten minutes were distinctly in Luton’s
favour. Bateup soon had to rush out in double
quick time to prevent Haycock getting in a
shot from a long pass up the field. The home
goalie just reached the ball in time, or Luton’s
inside-right must have scored. The New
Brompton right wing certainly broke away
onco at this stage, but Reynolds’ pass was
placed forward, and Powell was given offside,
although this did not much matter, for Platt
oaught the ball and reheved to make sure.
This was a mere flash in the pan, and Luton
were playing the better football. @ One fine
passing run from all their front rank except
Brown was almost turned to advantage, but
Stansfield got just a shade too high with his
centre from the line, and the ball dropped on

top of the net.
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At the opposite end Platt brought off a
couple of saves, but in neither case was he
hampered, and the shots from Shepherd and
Whyman respectively were rather tame at-
tempts. Some tricky forward work was seen
from Luton’s right-wing pair, and the ball was
worked down well towards the danger zone.
Menzies, however, instead of pushing through
himself, turned the ball over to Brown, who
was standing quite clear, and ran forward to
receive the return centre, but Brown made
poor use of this opening and tamely put the
ball over the ]::in_:; for a goal kick.

In tackling Powell in midfield Jones handled,
but the place kick was badly taken, and the
ball went for a goal kick. Play was mostly
in midfield for a considerable time, the defence
on both sides being very safe, but a pass from
Bradley gave Menzies a chance to have a shot.
The latter's effort lacked eting, and did Ilittle
more than reach Bateup, who had no difliculty
in clearing. Haycock did much better with a
couple of really fine attempts, the first of
which Bateup just succeeded in touching over
the bar for a corner, whilst the second shaved

the bar as it flew over at a terrific pace.
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Shepherd ran through, closely attended by
Bob Hawkes, who came right across the field,
geeing McCurdy was beaten, but he could not
prevent the New Brompton inside-left getting
in his shot. Platt, however, punched the ball
away, only to find Reynolds getting POSOeSS101,
and it looked a certain goal until Gregory,
racing up, caused Reynolds to touch over the
line in his endeavour to get a clear opening.
Luton were awarded a corner, which wus placed
behind, but the visitors were decidedly unlucky
just afterwards in not scoring from a grand
conlre dropped across by Stansfield. It went
just over the heads of a crowd of players 1mme-
diately in front of Bateup, but Brown dashing
up, got his head to the ball, and with about
two vards of space between Bateun and the
post. it scomed nothing could prevent the ball
ontoring the net. but in trying to clear Bateup,
ho just got it the merest trifle wide, and the
ball etriking the upright with a bang, came
baclk into play and was ultimately cleared.
This was indeed'a let--r:ﬂ? for 1\:.he home club.
Half-time was fast approaching, and it looked
odds on a clean sheet, which would have been
good business for Luton. seeing they would
have the help of the wind i1n the second ‘“45.”’
bt Powell had a fine chance from a pass by
Pickett, baing left with only Plati to beat. He '
made a wild attempt. and the ball travelled
varda over. Then just a minute before the
interval Pickett again dropped across a. centre.
which looked to be curling under the bar, and
Platt shaned as if to punch it awayv down the
field. The New Bromnton three inside men
were alen racing into moal at the same moment
and really charged Platt at the time that he
nnnched a# the ball; consequently he could
nat oat it awav. Platt managed to acain get
his fiet o the ball but conld not nossibly clear,
and firally Powell heaaded 1t to the back of tha
not. It is auvite on the eards that the ball had
bhaon wnll '[IT'I':{‘.{P:'I‘ f-h“ bar bf.‘:fﬁrf."b tho hDTT'{! centre
arnlied his head. and nine times ont of ten the
raforeo wonld have given a forl for charging
E]‘**;I zoalkeeper when not actually holding the
all.
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Tautnn soon carned a counle of corners in *he
socond half and for a few minutes really
nromised 0 eaualise. (Gradunlly but surelv.
howeover. the home attack oot the unper hand
and un to #+on minutes from fime appeared
more than likely to inereaen their advantacre.
Savern! nemners wers foreod. hnt ge wan tho

caso with Luton at this end of the field, they




- wero more often than not put behind on
accouni of the wind. Matters looked gerious
when the roferee blow his whistle and pointed
to tho penally spot following a clearanco by
McCurdy. It was a mistake, and, urged by
tho Luton playors, he consulted ‘the linesman .
~on that side of the field, and ultimately threw
the ball up outside the area, which, by the
woy, was the actual spot where MoCurdy
breasted the ball. Pickett was doing much
boettor this half, and two or three times he
put the ball in with tremendous foroe, but he
usually failed to get hig attempts in front of

Platt, and twice atfleargt his shots struck the

side not.
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Luton got dangerous as a result of a finely-
judgoed poass from Bob Hawkes all along the
oarj,et to Menzies. The latter gave Brown a
beautiful pass, and Brown returned the ball to
the centre. Bateup made a dash forward and

%;151; touched the ball without clearing, and
Jradley made a gallant attempt to head
through the empty goal only, however,
to place wide. Another lucky escape for
New Brompton. Thig seemed to put more
heart into Luton’s attack, as it was evident
thore was yet a chance to draw at least, for
Now Brompton had palpaby worked them-
sélves to a standstill, and for the final ten
minutes 1t was a continual bombardment of the
home goal. Bateup seemed the only New
Brompton player who could rise to the occa-
ston, and but for his work at this stage Luton
must have won the match by a decent margin.
Stensfield, of course, mssed his usual partner,
but he did much good work in these later
stages, while Bradley tried his hardest to live
ap to his reputation as a goalscorer, and put
in one cspecially fime shot just the least trifie
wide, Still, the home custodian must be
accounted a bit lucky, for the light was getting
bad, and a chance shot among so many might
easlly have ﬁSﬂﬂPBd his* wartchjul eve.

Taking a review of the match, I must say
Laton were unlucky to lose, and a draw would
have been a fairer indication of the game. 1
seo one paper heads the report *‘ Platt v. New
Brompton,” but that is all moonshine, for cer-
tainly Platt had no more work than Bateup.

till, Platt kept a good goal, and made no
mistalkke such as in some recent matches. But
probably the most satisfaction from a Luton
point of view will be that, for the first time
this season. their backs were not inferior -to
their opponents. MeceCurdy and Gregory both
rose to the occasion, and it was decidedly the
safest exhibition of defensive play they or
another palr have given this season. Possibly
R. Hawkes was most in the picture at half-
back, but his comrades did all that could be
expected, and as a line performed well. Un-
doubtedly the right wing were the stronger
pair on Saturday, and Haycock is playing
vastly better football than at the start of the
season, while although he does not yvet find the
net so often as his admirers desire, his shooting
was very fine on several occasions. Bradley,
perhaps. did as well as could be reasonably
expected, but played the individual game to a
greater extent than Moady would have done,
and thus Stansfield was not given so many

chances.
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New Brompton were well served at half-
back, Mavin being the pick, and P. Hender-
son rather spoilt his game by some unfair
tactics against Stansfield. Reynolds and Why-
man were the cleverer forwards, and though
Powell played the bustling game, he could not
bs put down as a clever pivot. Pickett only
shone at intervals, and probably missed Reid,
-who 1s on the injured list.
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