WESTERN LEAGUE.

CROYDON COMMON 'v LUTON.

Luton Play with Ten Men Oxier an Hour

BROWN BADLY KICKED BY WESTON.

PR

Luton Playing Strong at Finish Klmost Equalise

 When the Western League Fixture was made
 with Croydon for yesterday, it was on the under-
 standing if the time for playing was extended by a
new rule which was passed at'a subsequent mee
ing the date was to be altered. But Croydon have
so many fixtures, wien they came to rearrange it
was found impossible to do so although Luton
pressed them right up to the last. Croydon have
now seven fixtures to fix up throngh postponements
of ene sort or another and fthey absolutely had no
date to. give which could be used. Therefore
Lauten made up their team as much as possible with
non-starters for the cup tie, yet still keeping it as
much as possible first team. Unfortunately Rigate
brgke down on Tuesday, at his trial and this meant
Brown had to 'be préssed into service, and as it
happened he was the one to get hudtl  He had been
rpnnipg round Meston time after time and was
again beating him for speed when the Ciroydon
back kicked Brown on the aukle, the ball going
over the line at the same morment. It appeared a
deliberate kick and the referee gave a foul He
received attention from the trainer and did return
to the field for a minute or so, but acting on
Lawson’s advice ultimately came off for good, The
kick was just above the ankle and it is not expected
to keep him ont of the cup team, as the injured
foot received immediate attention and it is not like
& strain, : il : ’
 With Brown off, naturally Croydon had more of
the game, but it was only just on half time when
they opened the score. For a time in the second
balf they continued te have the better of .the ex-
changes and scored again. But Luton kept up
thair reputation for finishing strongly, and not only
did they score through Haycock, but appeared
likely to equalise right up to the fipal whistle,
Without doubt the absence of Brown for over an
hour gave Croydon their victory, forat the time of
his retirement nothing had been scored,

R Chapman and Tildesley were at full back for the
first time in the premier eleven, and the Bedford
boy, as on Saturday, got through the mest work in
a whole-hearl,ed manner. He gives distinct pro-
mise of making a really fine back, Tildesley is yet
quite out 8f condition,” but kicked stiongly and
certainly did better than against Norwich Reserves.

ohnson was Luton's most dangerous forward, and

> led up to all theattacking work after Brown left.
Still Haycock played well with oneside of the field
to himself, and his goal was a clever one, clean
beating both Meston and Evans. For Croydon
Nixon played a ‘good game, more particularly in
the first half, while the veteran Wolstenholme was
always well in the picture and taking the game
through was the ‘*Robms" hest player. ;

The Teams were as under ;—
. Croydon’' Common: Evans,  Gardner, Meston,
Hammond, Wolstenholme, R. Moreton, Nixon,
Toal, Hayward, L. Wagstaffe and E. Hathaway.
" Luton: Platt, R, Chapman, Tildesley, F,
Hawkes, White, Fleckney, 'Brown Haycock,
Menzies, Bradley and Johnson. :

‘Referse:  Mr. G, H. Muir, Southatapton.




At the start both rets of forwards made good
runa but weve well hald in ehack by the backs, and
neither goalkeeper had a shot to handle during the
Brst ten minutes. Probably Bradley had the aasiest
chance during the peciod following some forcing

blay on his part coupled  with Mengzies, but
Iradley's final attempt st ooring was wild and the
ball safled yards over the bar,

Platt had the fivat ghot to deal with, a long
atterupt from Nixoncoming to hand with Wagstafie
in close attendance and Platt was compelled to

ive a corner to reliave the situation, Another
dangevons looking customer came along from tha
same quarter, but Platt had hig eye on the ball as
ft travelled from Nixon's toe and he calmly watehed
it vight across the goal and over the line about
three yardy wide of the uptight, Johnson ran
through and centred fnely and the ball was bonne:
ing about in front of goal {or quite & prolonged
time, but neither of the inside men could get a fair
kick at i, and JKvans returning one tame attempt

laced the ball to Brown, but Norman's shot went
{’u,s widein tryigg to miss Meston who was stand-
ng just in front. .

Tildaley lot Nixon in just after and it leoked a
bit dangerous until Chapman rushed across and
kicked the ball into toueh right off the home play.
er's toe.  As the opposite end Dradley forced the
play, and finally the ball came out to Brown who
sent in a terrific drive just over the bar, It wasa
fine shot and must have scored it the elavation had
been lower,  Again some telling work on the part
of Brown finlshed up with a shot from Menaies,
but again the ball was put too high in the air and
Kyvans was not called npon,

[t was just here when Brown going through agata
mwet with his {njury, and for a time this took the
sting out of Luton's attack, ‘Therefore it was no
sucprise when the home left wing broke away to
soe Hayward converta pass from Wagetaffe andthug
apen the scove for Croydon. This however was
close on halfstime and the players truned round
without leaving the feld with the score standing,

Croynon C%MMON One GOoaL,
Luron N,

Notwithstanding the handicap of having fou®
forwards only, Luton were doing their best to being
matters level and Menzies put out a claver pass to
Johnson, who working towards goal let drive with
arather wild shot which went wall over, Avother
run on the part of Johnson gave Bradley an oppor-
tunity but Gardner hung on him and succeeded in
blocking the way into goal. A rather lucky goal
fell to Croydon aa a vesult of a vun down by Hath-
away who planted the ball in the centre and Toal
had nothing to do but touch it through, Following
this the Robins for a short time monopolised the
play, but some telling work on the part of
Chapman who was all over the shop wherever his
help was required prevented an increase “in the
score.  Wolstenholme sent i one yeally fine shot
which appeared to be passing harmlessly over
but dropped just under the bax, Platt having canght



the ball and kicked away, making a veally fine save.
Luton afterwards played up better and after a
time magaged to break in with certainly the best
goal of the match. The ball was goiog into touch
near the centre line whon Fleckney claverly stopped
it wnd with the same kiolk punted the ball forward
to Johnson, who dashed away with itin finestyle,
He dropped actoss a beautiful centre just by the
middle of the Reld, and Haycock pushed his way
through and scorect with a fine crosy deive, Kvany
having no chance. Having tasted Blood Luton
went all ont for the equaliser,  Menzles put in one
“especially fino effort which seemad lo beat Evang,
but the home goalkeopsr just managed to slop
it, ‘although be fell in saving, Johnson several
times dropped across grand centres, but the absenco
of Brown preventad the ‘:ﬁpoui o wing improvin,
matters, although Haycock did muoh good wor:
under the ofr nees, Still nothing further was

scorad and Croydon van ont winoers with the score
Crovpon Common ., Two GoArs
LUTON wo s aa ONS GoAL
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