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LUTON v. SOUTHEND.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Resull :—
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Toams :—

Luton—Platt; McCurdy and Gregory; T
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes: Stansfield, Hay-
cock, Bradley, Mocdy, and Johncon. :

Southend—Cotton; Thompson and MOIFDCEUX;

Imery, Owen, and Blott; Birnie, 1‘rosi, Ronald-

son, Wright, and Jack.
Referee, Mr. Burgess (Surroy).

Although the Cup-tie between Luton and South-
end had been eazerly looked forward to, the atien-

danco was hardiy so large as at the Northampion

match a week or two ago. [There were probably
as many Luton people on {he ground 00 Saturcay

as on the provious occasion, but  tken

Northampicn bronght apont one thousand sup-

porters, while Southend only biought a Lundred.
Southend were zb full strength, but Lulon were

dozeoed by the ill-fortune which has ever been

thoir lot in conmection with the national competi-
tion. Brown was tnable to play oOn account of a
kick over his ankle received In the mid-week
mateh at Croydon. Menzies was suffering from a

gathered tos, which kept him out of the team, and

Haycoclk, aithough ho turned out, was not 'in tho
best of health,

stansfiold was transferrcd from the left wing to
the riznt, and Johnson, who had not played in
the first team for about two months, was included
at ountside-leit. Bradley occupied the centre-
forward  position, but he did not keep
the line tozether woll, and the changes bhad
much to do with tie resuit, Lufon had 'the greater
part of tho play, and with more combination on
the part of the forwards would have been vic-
torious.

The Sounthend captain won the toss, and Ronald-
son was the lirst player to get dangerous, a hard
ghot going wide. Moody then forced a corner for
Luton, and Cocwon fisted out in fine stylo. After
Birnie had been given offside, Brad:ey forced
the play, ana the ball went out to Stansfield. He
pat acress the mouth ®©f goal, and Johnson kickea
the ball on to the post, from which it rolled 1nto
the net.

This early success pleased the supporters of the

home team—only five minutes had eclapsed. South-
end wers soon acting on the aggressive, and
Wrigcht looked like getting through, but he was
too well marked fto hiave time to shoot prenerly,
and tha ball went wido. For the cother side Stans-
field made a good run, but he found a worthy
cpponent in Moiyneux. The Luton outside-right
came acain, however, and Cotton saved, although
he was fouled by Bradiey. :
- Birnie next ma ths running, and Gregory
kicked out. The fompson almost gave a corner
in trying to clear a centre by Stansfield, the ball
going out near the fiag. From a corner concoeded
by Gregory and taken by Birnie, Rona’dson
obltained possassion and sent the ball roiling along
the crossbar. Jack tried to improve the occasion,
but after somse exciting play the scene once more
changed.

Johnson caucht the eyve with a fast ran and
passed to Bradley. Mo ynoux was close at hand,
but his kick went in the wrong direction. Cotion,

however, met the ball and cleared, altioagh he

" might have bcen forgiven 1f he had been taken
unawares. Wright egualised for Southend from
a freo kick for a2 foul by Jones. MThe Souvhend
inside-left was dispossessed once but regained pos-
gsesaion, and the ball glanced in off the bar.

Up to the present the exchanges had been fairiy
even, although Luton had had the bevier of mat-
ters in the first feww minutes. Play wag very fast,
and neither sida showed much science, &{'-he players
sharing to some extent the excitement which pre-
vailed among the spectators. The Luton backs
wero p:aying in grand siyle, and every oile oi theé
t}Ecnty-two men was doing his hardest for his
side.

A free kick for Luton was taken by R. Hawlkes,
and Pradley seat over. Then Jack got away,
but Gregory kicked oud. A free kick for Southend

was followed by a fine attempt by R. Hawkes,

and Cotton cleared by puiting well up tho fiold.
The visiting custodian also showed considerabic
smartness in punching away & miznutle later, whep
two or threo forwards were in ciozo altendance.

Hands by Gregory gave HSouthend anofher free
kick, and a shot by Frost was saved by Plait
when on {he ground. Rkioedy got in a good run,
and finished by kicking wide. Ronaldson was
making fracks for the home goal when he was
tackled by Grezory. Both feli on tho penaity line,
but the referee evidentily did net think a foul bad
been coxnmitted, for he allowed play to conuvinue.

A minule later the spesctators appealed for a
pena'ty on account of what seemed to be a ioul
on Haycock. The referee. after consulting a lines-
man, gave a goal kick. Neither side was playin
a rough game, but with all tiie men 1n real earnes
it was hardly surprising that there was a fair
namber of free kicks. Luton were doing more
attacking than Southend, butb the home forwards
did not coimbinoe so woll as usual.-

The best shot doring thisz part of the game was
made by MeCurdy from long range, and the baill
would have gone in if Cotton had not reached it
near tha post. A centre by Jack was well cleared
by Platt. A good centre was put in by Stansfieid
for Luton, ard Cofton just managed to punch
away before he and Bradley fell in the goal.

‘At the interval the teams were on level terms.
and aithoagh the spectators expected the home club
to secore again, it was racognised that the Sovthend
- players were ouf to win if iv was humanly poszible.
As a matter of fact, the play in the second half

resoived itself into a struggle botween the Luton |
attack and the Sounthend defernce, with an occa-

sional breakaway on the part of the scasidors.

Luton sadly missed Menzies at centre-forward,
Bradicy fziling to keep the forwards {ogetiher

properly, and at times paying much more abtten-
tion to his opponents than tha hall, The fact tha

the other forwards were nof thoroughiy used {o

eacl: other also had something to do with their
failure to press tha attacks home, but chief credit

went to Cotton and the two backs. Cotion, in par-
ticular, gave a splendid exhibition, his buge Kkicks
being quite a feature of the match.

On onec occzsion, however. he only just manazed
to save a free kick {aken by R. Hawkes. After
Platt had saved from Birnie, BPradley lcoked like
getting through. He made & fine run, and finished
up with a hard cross shef. But Cotion’s left hand
met tho ball, and the sitvation was saved. With-
in the neoxt minnte R. Hawkes hit {he bar with a
terrific drive, and Haycock shoi over.

A corner taken by Birnio was not tarned to
account, but the Seasiders came again, and
Grogory had to kick ouf. Then Moody hit the
bar, and Molyneux a'most put the ball through
.his own goal. but a corner rezulted. From this
Cotton brought off & magnificent save after Jones
had headed in. Southend next got away, and
both wings had a share in the attack, which cnded
in Platt saving from Frost. : *

A little later the most remarkable incident of {he
match occurred. Hesitation by Gregory let
in the attack, and Plait ruvshing out failed
to clear properly. With three Southend forwards
close in, it seemed that one of them must score,




but Gregory got in the way and kicked the ball
up the field, although precisely how he managed
to pavo the situation probably Gregery himseli
did not know.

Tollowing a corner for Luton, Bradley found
himself with the ball in front of an open goal,
but he could not turn round in {ime to take advan-
tage of the opportunity. A shot by Johnson went
across the mouth of goal and out of play at the
far side: it was only a few inches too far forward
to take effect.

In the closing stages Soathend concentrated to
defend their goal, Jack being the oniy forward
who oecasionally acted on the aggressive. Cotton
only Jjust gaved one ground shot by giviag a |
corner, and when Haycock and Bradiey appeared
likely the rosh tha ball throngh, one of the South
end backs kicked out.
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