Southend Succumb
LUTONS STRONG END.

Bright Forward Play.
K TWO HOURS MATCH,

—

Town Play Extra Time,

SEASONS BEST VICTORY-

Played at Southemd on Wednesday. The teams
and officials were as under:—

Southend :—Cotton; Thomson, Molyneux; Har-
rod, Owen, Blott; Birnie, Frost, Ronaldson,
Whnight, and Jack.

Luton:—Platt; McCurdy, Gregory; F. Hawkes,
Jones, R M. Hawkes; Brown, Haycock, Bradley,
Moody, and ‘Stansfield.

Referee, Mr R. Beckley, Chesham

Linesmen, Mr. G .A Newbury (Watford), and
Mr J. W. Bulley (Tuffnell Park).

It was doubtful right up to the moment of the
kick-off if Brown would be able to play, but he
decided to try his ankle during the preliminary
kick about, and if not fit then Johnson was ready
[bo take the field When the teams lined up South-
end were exactly as Saturday.
 Luton were a goal up within, two minutes, R.
Hawkes 'being fouled just outside the penalty
area, "and Moody scored with a long cross shot
from a rebound ' from the place kick. Following
thiy suoccess Luton lorwards played some of the
prettiest ioothall it is possible to imagine, and
quite monopolsed the pJa.y, but did not push
home tfheir, adyantage in this partifular One
of the best attempts was put in by Bzmd.ley off
a centre by Brown, who was mkmg rmgs rovumd
Molyneux.

In ‘saving,Cotton fell, but managed to g‘et the
ball away for a corner. Just later ' Hawkes put
over a beauty, which would undoubtedly have net-
ted on 'a lewel pitch, but the fall into gm.l caused
the ball to just shave the bar. |

Bouthend did a bit better and forced two cor-
ners wihout any tangible result, and Stansfield
replied at tl2 opposite end with a grand attempt
but again the fall in the ground caused the ball
to, go: over. A free kiwk for Luton led: indirectly
up to the equalising goal. For a moment it ap-
peared Tikely  this award . would .give  Luton a
stronger lead, but Cotton dashing out took the
ball over the touch line, and then with a mighty
kick down the field im‘ppei tie ball at Firuie's
toe, and the latber be&tmg G‘rrqgory ran through,
finally cemtreing finely, und Ronaldson h.pd’mthmg
to do but {touch. through. Ronal dson was certain-
ly just offside, but the referee did mot think so,
and matters were level up. to the interval.

h '.l'ha ‘second half hmd secarcely. s
aldson again beat Plath with a fa.irly long shot
over a crowd of players’ Heads. ‘At first the ball
seemed to be going snfely over the bar, but it
dropped just underneath, amid loud cheers from
bhe " delighted spwbs,tm-g Luton continued to
play their game; and about a quarter of an hour
from tun. Haycock, pouncing ' upon an opening
yqnl; turough with ‘the ball, and finished up with
“clever go: Hayoock kept the ball nght.\
Me ‘well into ‘the | nalty area, and it was
mnodjr lo to take it off him except by risking a
ty and Cotton was le}t helpless.

goal completc]v bhf. Souk.hend, and they

mvur rvenlly shaped like winners afterwards, al-
though they almost had a goal presented to them
by ‘a weak kick off from goal, Platt placing the
blﬂ direct to Ronaldson, who had but to touch it
blbk ‘and it must haye been a goal but evidently
wu too mz-prined ‘at his good fortune, and Me-

ly coming up hlochqdhispmgrm The spec-

s ion t] sh.né quite gave up ‘the game now,
and agreed Luton must win, for they were play-
ing by far the uf,ronger game, cmﬁl of ‘the Shrifi-

holding out’ of distress. Still'the score
% jfwo ‘ ‘m:rli »dw rupﬂnﬁ‘m mnd;y




the field and with a swerving 1un he completely
beat Cotton with a cross-grounder, the ball hitting
the inside of the far upright. It was now simply
a queston as to whether the light would hold out,
for undoubtedly Luton were winnérs. One lines-

man ‘appeared very anxious for the game to be

stopped, and ten minutes before the finish asked
the referee to blow his whistle apparently on this
score, but it was always possible to see the length
of the field, and the referce would not agree to
such an injustice, the result being—
TLuton 4 goals, Southend 2 goals.

Cotton did not play so brilliantly as at Luton,

although he made no real mistake ,but the siar on

‘his side was Birnie and his dashes down the wing

always spelt danger.

McCurdy proved the better ‘back for Luton,
while all three halves were fine. Jones was prob-
ably the pick, and did much better than in the
first match. With the two wings back to their
regular formation Luton’s astack was far in ad--
vance of their opponents, and it would be difficult
to say which forward was the best.

The gate realised £111 9s.
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