LUTON v. WATFORD,
Played at Luton on Boxing Day. Result:—
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Teams: —

Luton—Platt; McCurdy and Gregory; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Hay-
cock, Menzies, Moody, and Johnson.

* Watford—Biggar; Fyfe and Richardson;
Palmer, I'ayvers, and Farrow; Furr, Maclaine,

Cleaver, McKinley, and Hubbard.
Reoferce, Mr. ]3._ S. Moule (Wesy Ham).

Tho only holiday match at Luton for the
first tcam was a huge success. In the first in-
stance there was a record gate, something like
11,000 persons being present, including hun-
dreds of ladies. Many of them came from
Watford, and as there 1s a certain amount of
rivalry between the clubs, there was pleaty of
shouting, although there was very little sing'ng
such as there usually bhas been =2t holiday
matches. : :
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Porhaps this was due to the coldness of the
weather. The people were packed in so tight-
ly, however, that they could not have felt very
cold. Besides, there was plenty of excitement.-
It is true only one goal was scored, but it
cameo sufiiciently late in the game to arouse
unbounded enthusiasm. Brown, the man who
scored, had his hand almost ehaken off by his
colleagues; hats, sticks, handkerchiefs, mulfls
and furs were waved. while the neaple shouted.
Yes, they shouted—there could be no doubt
about that. ;
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The takings amounted to £286, which is a
record for a sixpenny gate. Many people who
_paid a shilling for admission to the stand and
got there a quarter of an hour before the kick-
off, could not find seating accommeadation. On
the large bank at the town end of the ground
tho peoplo were eo close together that once,
when Haycock almost scored,.the pressure of
the people towards the top, on those in front of
them, wes ulmc-sit suﬂitient tcr.bmuk the fence.

Although the game was not a great one, so
far as really good football was concerned,
there was some excuse for the players, who
were influenced to an extent by the excitement
cengendered by the frequent applause of the
spectators. As a consequernce, an extra amount
of keenness was added to the exchanges, which
were very fast, &nd mnfti}' 1n 1llrt'.anl.'nz:»r_u' of Luton.

Whereas the homo club was practically at
full strength, Watford did not play their usual
backa. Fyfe and Richardson, despite the fact
that they had to play in unusual positions,
acquitied themselves remarkably well, and
Biggar in goal was better than ever. His
ﬂxmitmnally gtrong punches were worthy of
Sutolifie, and he was as successful as that
vlavar in de.u.!.i.ng with E.ll sorts of shots,

Whon Diggar took up his position at theo
town end at the beginning of the socond half
ha was accorded o very hearty reception, and
for another twenty minutes it scomed that this
man was fated to stand between the Luton for-
wards and the success which they =o richly de-
gerved. It is frue that most of the shots came
from a distance, but a very large percentage of
them were well direcied.
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Persoverance gaimed Luton the victory. They
did not merely wait for it, but kept pegging
away. The goal was really the ouficome of 2

rnor conceded by Richardson. -Brown took
tho kick, and after a short and sharp attack
in goal, the ball went to the outside-right, who
was pome yoards away from Biggar. The angle,
too, was acute, but Brown sent the sphero
crashing 1nto the net, giving Biggar no pos-
sible chiance.
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Then the spectators, or rather thosce who sup-
ort the home club, wero satisfied. FEven tho
ressmen, porched up =0 high and feeling tho
cold g0 much, were 1nclined to take a lanient
viow of tho ming attentions of anxious direc-
tors and rs who tried to sco as much as
ble of the play, and oconsequently jostled
‘tho recording angels” sitting in front of

Kew. " » .

Tho gamo was so crowded with incident and
Biggar's saves were so many, that it would be
woarying to detail everything that took place.
Barly in the gamo Biggar caught a centre by
Johnson as Moody was about to head in, and
tho nside-loft was ready to take advantage of
any little slip a minate or two later when the
custodian just managed to deal with a shot by-
Haycock.
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After Bob Hawkes had driven the ball on to
the upright, Brown rushed across the mouth
of goal, and being unable to shoot, passed to
Johnson, but the outside-left shot wide. Of
coursp Luton did not do all the attacking,
and once McCurdy did the right thing in con-
ceding a corner when Maciaine might havae
:fm if ho bad been allowed to get in his

ot.
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At tho other end Richardson got in the way
of 8 shot by Moody, and narrowly missed
putting through his own goal. Then Farrow
showed that ko was not imbued with the spirit
of Christmas, for ho fouled Brown so badls
that the outside-right felt constrained to tell
him plainly what %JE thought of him. Mr.
Moule also came up and spoke to Farrow, with
the rosult that comparative peace was soon re-
slored,
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Short before the interval Watiord
ocbtained two cormers, and with a little Jnck
woild have attained the success which fell to
Luton’s lot later on. The first Swas given by
Gregory, and when the ball camo acrass Platt
rushed out to punch it He did not clear. how-
ever, and tho sphera was banged on to the bar |
with Platt absolutely helpless =0 far as saving
was concerned. From the sccond corner Favers
put in a good shot, but 1t did not meet with the
much-hoped-for Iwnrdi £

Hubbard, who had been plavin outmde-
left for Watford, was injured,gn:ﬁ- mn the
sccond half, but was able {o resumo after re-
corving some atlention from the trainer.
Richardson happensd to get in the way of a
shot by Menzies, and when Luton came again
Hayecock sent inches wide: this waa the ocra-
gion when the crowd at tha back of the goal
was pressing forward, with the result that thoee
closo to the fence did not have a very pleasant
time.
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After tho goal had been scored, Jones took a
freo kick, and the ball went out to Johnson.
Palmer seemed to touch the sphere with' his
hand. and the spectators called for a penalty,
but Mr. Moulo allowed play to continue. At
tha other end Gregory kicked across his own
gozl, and Hubbard bad a chance, but Fred




Hawkes camo up just in time to rclieve the
situation,
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A couple of cornors for Watford wore of no
anvail, but in saving the sccond Platt was
pushod hard against tho post, and Luton were
“awarded o free kicd= After this, one particu-
larly good centre by DBrown gave Monzies an
opportunity, but ho let the ball go towarda
Moody, and the chance wes lost. In the con-
oluding stagea Haycock dribbled the ball well
in and shot hard. Biggar dropped the ball m
paving and was forced to give a corner, which
wos cleared.
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It wes fitting that the match should be won
by a right-wing player, for both Brown and
Haycock were in tip-top form, the latter doing
8 surprising amount of hard work; in fact, ho
fairly rovelled in it Once or twice Menzies
was gonerous when he might with advantage
have improved the shimung moment, but once
moro he kept tho forwords together well, and
tho loft-wing men were good enough.

F. Ilawkes, perhaps, was the pick of the
halves, but thero was not much to choose be-
twean them. The backs were again good, while
Platt did his littlo well. It will have been
gatherod from the foregoing that Luton were
value for more than a single goal victory an
the run of the play. Their ghooting was much
bettor than that of the visitors, who have to
thank Biggar more than anyone else for keep-
ing the score within such a respectable margin.
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