RE 1 :
pleyed 2t JERING. v. LUTON.
Luf“g}n Dg on Saturday. Resulh:-—
Readlk W s 2 goals.
The toams; LG 2 goals
Lut.on-—P}“,i“« ped up as under : —
Hawkes, wm«, . Tildeeley and Gregory; R.
Meonzies, Moot and Jones; Brown, Haycock
Roading. — R4 and Ste.psﬁe-ld. ¥l
Smith; %a""’hﬁ\\ whigging; Wilkes and I
Buroh, Leonarb,\c\v,\ Hancock, and Boden -
gins. v eatoroft, Morley, and llug’.

Referee, Mr. AR

*

"G. Steers (Brighton).
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The game opened in an ¢
Burch was observed malki
style for goal, and he dropy
finely to Wheatcroft, who
pretty ea.silyi and the V{;ay
quite a simple matter, but Qegory
at the critical moment and -ngreg ‘siﬁleadb?g
kick. It was at once apparerithat we wero in
for a fast game, for before \fe home specta-
tors had time to recover froly their pleasant
anticipation of an early gou the ball was
taken to the opposite end by Stansfield, and
he all but did the trick with a fine drive,
Newbigging just touching tha ball over the
bar for a corner.. This was wdl placed, but
Newbigging catching the ball ents it safely
away for the moment, !
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iting manner, for
tracks in great
d the ball across
ot by Tildesley
Ii0 -goal appeared
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Burch once more took up thelunning, and
he algo sent in a good hard driv&which Platt
met and punched away well doin the field.
Wheatcroft, however, secured, andletting fly,
put in a grand shot, which sailed}i foot or so
over the bar. Brown snapped uja pass-out.
from Menzies, and cleverly trickelSmith by
placing the ball by, and running ¢ inside of
tho Reading back, thus getting it apin before
Smith could recover, but Wilkes \E‘!f!?ed the
Luton winger to the line, and the @eri even-
tually went for a goal-kick. In meeti @ punt

up tho field, Tildesloy, after kickingiie ball,
was peen to fall heavily, and it wns‘?ikam“lt
his knee had given way. This lookedt§ety to

have eerious consequences for Lud

Trainer Lawson’s woll-known gkill soof™s
matters sufliciently for the ex-Neweast
to remain on the field, and, as & My
faet he finished the game. \

® * L ;
Brown was boing woll fed both by t}{s?éurce‘
and Hawkes, and ho was a continueqges o
of trouble to tho Reading dofence, W T
comfres did not moeot with tho best of g =

’ : ol n
though once or twico ﬂ\fl‘.\’ ik :‘:’;}: uded
inoly, Bartholomoew was deservecly &P e o
finely, Bart 't ihose (pPOT

for cheoking Moody from ono ¢ e
tunition mado by Brown's dash and SPei
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another dash into goal, finishing with ) 8til
fic shot, which, fortunately for Luton, trait™
a yard wide of the extreme post. A techll
foul by Wheateroft gave Luton a chance 18“‘“1
down again, but H. Smith came across a0
cleared before Moody could quite get up. R‘i
game up to this point was remarkable foyy
number of fme runs made by the extreme |+ o
men of both sides, and ecach time a B;:l'j
soemed certain, but either the final effoz(y;
badly directed or the defence prevailed, iy
the scoro-sheet remained blank wuntil §o,

thirty minutes’ play.
*

~On the opposite side, Burch madl

*

But, after that, the opening goal soon ey,
Huggins, receiving a fine pass from Whyg
oroft, dashed through, just managing to ey,
Hawkes. Steadying himself for a shot, hejy
in a real beauty, which Platt did welly,
reach at all. By throwing himself full leng
however, Peter just prevented it finding te
corner of the mnet, but although he fig
mana to stop the ball, he could not gefy
away, and before he could rise from the groiy
Wheatoroft camo up and put through the opy

goal.

* * *
Within five minutes Luton were again.
equal terms. Stansfield being responsible foy
spirited dash down the wing, Wilkes gave |
corner. Stansfield himself took the flag kicl
and the ball dropping almost on the goal-liny
a desperate sorimmage took place under
bar. Newbigging never got a sight of the bal
aftor it pitched, and with at least three Lutq
aians right on the spot, it was not surprising
that it finally found ifs resting-place-in the,
pet. Haycock did the trick. |

. L » 1
Reading re-shuffled their —half-back line,|
Boden taking up his old place in the centre,
but it made little difference to the game, for
neither side could claim a decided advantage.
It was gonerally commented on the stand that
Tuton’s attack was about the smartest quin-
totte which have visited Reading this season,
and they gave the ocrowd more than one
anxious moment, but nothing further in the
way of scoring was done up to the interval, and
the teams retired on an equality both in play
and goals. % s

* * *

Resuming, Luton were quickly at work, and
somp good generalship on the part of T.
' Hawkes, gave Brown a, chance, but Hancock
checked the movemenst by kicking into touch.
From the throw-in Brown got in his centre,
but Bartholomew cleared finely, to the delight
of the crowd. Reading retaliated, and Wheat-
oroft was brought down just cutside the penalty
arca. Boden lifted the ball over to Wheat-
croft, but the Luton. defence again bustled him
off the ball, and the situation was once more
paved. Luton were now having a far greater
share of the exchanges, and both Brown and
Stansficld were constantly dropping in centres,
only to find Boden and Co. packing their goal
and thus making it very difficult to force an
opening.

» % . »

Wheatcroft managed to force a corner, and
from this Leonard, standing well hack,
skimmed the bar with a finre shot. Again the
Reading goal was placed in jeopardy, for al-
though most of tho defensive brigade had
fallen back, they appeared quite unable to con-
trol the.ball until it went out luckily to H.
Smith, who cleared with a mighty kick well up
tho field. Brown out-distanced Hancock and
shot strongly in Newbigging’s direction. The
latter grasped the ball but could not hold if,
and some desperate work ensued, which was
only finished when a free kick to Reading
brought relief.
* »

Luton hereabouts were attacking so strongly
‘that Reading were well content to concede a.
corner from Stansfield, but this only led up to
Haycock giving his side the lead after the ball
had been got away twice from Stansfield’s well-
{;lzwed Jick. Haycock, standing a few yards
back, lifted the ball over at least half-adozen
players’ heads, quite surpriming Newbigging,
tho shot: dropping just inside the wupright.
Luton now appeared to have the game well in
hand for they were playing far better football
than Reading; but a rather lucky movement by
Burch gave Wheateroft the opportunity of
oqualising with'n two minutes of Luton getting
the lead. 3

* WS *

Seoing thero was yot o chanco to bring off a
victory, the Reading spoctators urged their
players on, and we had quite a lively time in
congequonce,  Luton laid themselves out to
hold their own, but it was guito ag much as
thoy could. do to withstand the fiorce enslaughts
of {he now thoroughly roused Rouading attacl,
Wheatoroft, did get through. once mote, but
tha whistlo - had gone for offside, and Luton
woro gaved from dofoat, for I doubt if thoy
would have buer‘: ablo 3»0 ugui*n draw level.

Boforo tho finigh Lufon had anothor lueky
ononpo, for n grand drive from Flugging clearod
ovorybody and looked o coptain goal, buf the
hall “strucle tho uprdght with a bang and_ro-
boundod to Grogory, who luokily eloarod. © Just
on fimo o rally by Tatton ended up!with w fine
whoti from Moody, which made (ho ppootators
almost shuddor for tho result, but Newbigging
pathorod the ball finely and the situation was
panvod, 5




when they wero clean overplaying their oppo- |
nomts.  But the final rally I’b ynngading dlll)ghot |
also just as casily have rcsuftcd in a erop of
goak, and thus opportupities were pretiy equal.
Platt had no chance with either goal, and al-
t}mugh it was dhe first time Tildesley and
Gregory had played togother, they offerod a
stubborn yemetance under pressure. Still, shere
was not quite the same wunderstanding that
MoCurdy and Gregory have shown in vecewt
matohes. The half-back line played their part
n fine style, White espocially doing well in the
conire - Freddy always seems to revel in the
mud, and there was a lot of it about towards
the close. I have previously mentioned the
fine work of our extreme wingers, and I can
only say all three of the inside forwards played
to them with good judgment, Haycock again |

being well in the picture. |
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