Football Notes and News.

[By ¢ Goavrrosr.”]

LUTON DRAW AT REAPING. |

In the Southern League, at Readimg, con
Suturduy afternoon, Luton did exceeding!yw
well in effecting w draw,  This seasen, the Berk
shire teaum thave ulmost constitutod a record.
I regard to draws; if one mistakes pot.
Saturday’s draw was Reuding’s twelith: since
the opening of the season.  Last year the
“* Biscuit "' men divided the points with: Lugon;,
winning at _home 3-0, but losing on the Ivy-
read ground 1-3. \

Y |

For Suturday’s match the Blues mada:ony ~r
two changes on their side. For instance,
Tyldesley partnered Gregovy at bucks. Whilel
wis in his old position of centre-halt, Jonzs
tuking ‘“ Bob's * pluce at left half.. Stansficld
was again on the loft wing wlong with Moody,
while Bicwn and Haycock constituted ' the
other wing, Menzies being at, centwe-forward.

_ The ground was in fine conditicn,, consider..
ine the recent we:ther. Lauton soon worked
down, and Stan:field centred to Menzies, whe
shot in, but Newbigiing tuved splendidly

Reading retulinted, and Wheatarcft, received’
the \ball in n geod position, but hesitating tzo
long, he lost pessession.  The Lmton players:
tock up the running, and Mecody drepped in o
st.ot. which Newbigging iipped” over.  Onuo-
again play was transferred, and Plitt savel
well from Bnrch. Next Burch reveived a nite
pass from Wheatcroft, and looked ke running:
through, but lost possession. The next minnte
he tested Plitt with a beauty, and Teonard
missed by inches

Tuton got away on the richt, but Brown
finiched ‘badly. A miskick by Smith looked
dngerous, but nothing resulted, and then
Huggivs transferred play with a five ron.  His
final shot, however. wig safely disposed of. At
length the perzistence of the home team vias
1ewarded when Platt failed to clear effectively
from Hueggins., oand  Whenteroft  scored.
Straight away Luton forced a cormer, from
which Haycock eanalised.  Thic came after
after thivty-five minutes” play:. Till half:iiime
Reading had the hest of tha gume, and were
r2itacking continucusly, and it was only by the
narrowest shave that the Luton goal escaped.
The scere at half-time was Reading 1, Luton 1.

Resuming, play again ruled in Readingis
favour, though neither side succeeded in giving
tleir best. The exchanges for a considerabie
time were tameo and uninteresting, the players
seemingly wishing to storc up their energics
for the final cxeitement.  This began wlen
Haycock, running out of his position,. got: the
ball, and with a long shot which deceived New-
bigging, placed Luton aheud.

The game now became exciting, the Reading
players evidently saw that their record’ for
drawn games wias in some danger, and they
rallied again and ngain to restore the halance,
A nice.pass from Burch, gave Wheateroft the
required opportunity, and at clbse range be
was able to beat Platt and cqualise the score.

| Reading attacked furiously in order to te
able to record i victory for a change. In fact,
Wheatcroft put the ball in the net, but: ke’ was.
ruled offside. Huggins, too, completely beid
the goalkeeper with a low drive, but the ball
struck the post and stopped dead on the goal
Jine and refused to roll over it. Reading took
severa] corners, from one of which TLeonard
should bave scored, but.did not. Platt also
suved time after time in brillitnt fashion, .md’
thus Reading preserved their vecord for drawn
games. this making their twelfth, and the game-
ended in a draw of 2 goals each.

| Tt must be confessed that Luton were: a trifie

lucky in sharing the points, and it may seem
hard that Reading have had to make up for
the ““ beastly ”” luck we have had once or tiice:
~away this seagon, Luton’s defence was weal,
and the halyes did nof, shine to advantage,
while the forwards were well hald' in check,
Platt did wonders in goal, bul he was verv
fortunate once or twice, ITad the Blues lost
on Saturday thay would have dropped to
geventh place from the bottom of the League.



