The Southern League,

LUTON v. SOUTHAMPTON.

Playod at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
Tntongs ... .= Igoal.
Southampton .. : nil.

Toams: —

Platt—MecCurdy and .Grogory; . Hawkes,

Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Hayeock,
_Menzies, Moody, and Stansfield.
~_ Southampton—Locls; Eastham and Glover;
Jepp, Trueman, and Bamford; Bainbridge,
Jofferis, Hughes, Jordan, and Hodgkinson.
Referce, Mr. ’f. Am’;itt (L(i_ok).

\

The Luton Club is very seldom favoured with |
such luck as foll to their lot on Saturday, when
they met a superior team, but were able to
claim the points. The difference between the |
two teams was very apparent during the first |
half, and at the interval the Saints might |
easily have been leading by two goals, inetead |
of which Luton were in frent with a lucky goal |
notched by Stansfield
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By means of improved combination, Luton
were able to have more of the play during the
second half, and the Southampton goal had at
sast two wonderful escapes. - The visitors,
however, still gave the impression of being the
superior side, so far as science was concerned,
and much credit was duo to the home defence
‘{)01' keeping such a smart line of forwards at

By * * *

Yes, most certainly they are a smart line.
We did not see them at their best on Saturday,
for Hughes made his first appearance in the
centre after an absence of six weeks. Moro-
over, his knee was injured in the second half,
and he did not want to take any great risk
in view of his Club’s visit to Bristol next Satur-
day to play the City in the English Cup.

- * *

Bainbridge returnod -after an absence of
threo weeks, but he was as fast and clever as
ever. The right wing was the better of the
two, but more real chances fell to the left,
where Hodglkinson did a lot of work. He did |
not, however, seem to like the idea of getting |
too near the backs, and if his finiching efforts |
had been characterised by more determination,
the result of the match would certainly have
been different.

#* * *

Bamford made his first appearance in the
Southampton first team, and gave a surprising-
ly good display at left-half especially as he
had such a good wing as Brown and Haycockc
against him. Jepp, the right-half, was also a |
reserve, and although not so brilliant as Bam-
ford, rendered good service in a side which
played sc well that for a long time Luton wero
not able to show anything approaching their
true form. |

|
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For the greater part of the game Luton
acted chiefly on the defensive, and the rear
part of the team was not found wanting. Plati
saved some very gcod shots, and he had in
front of him a pair of backs who have im
proved vastly, compared with their play of two
months ago. There is a better understanding
between them, and Gregory is a very different
player from what he was in the opening waekf
of tho seamon. Thehalves were ag usual, but
Menzies, hitherto a very consistent player, was
‘“off colour.”

- * * = A

Southampton are always a great attraction
atggl;fon, IJ::nd on Saturday there would havc?
been a larget attendance than 5,000 but f31
the fact that many people had alrsgdy‘f{):} ﬁ
up their minds to be present at the 1.\4‘1 wtzlx
match, but were not ipclmed to vm&l‘ho};g
ground two Saturdays In sucoession. e
who wero present cheor(\ld loudly %ngtfxg,‘ }11 ewﬁ re;:

a d scored in the last minu the first
gilv?eﬁﬁld liz{fter, when there were some exciting
scenes in front :)f Loclc. y

—to look at
South ton are the same team

—Z:of ;gxrg Tall, well-built men, th?‘:{l go{({gl%d
ideal footballers whon they came oqf, el
wearing the familiar red-and-whi Oh e
When play started they soon showet(;.lvg af o
impressions are not always decep T Jeed
clean, and clever, they put in any R
fine work, and but for the facts alz hiy m
forred to, would not have been long

ing their account.

* ¥ ¢

In tho firet five minutes they Enai? &cgelgl;i
attacks through the instrumontﬂlll yred e
wing. After R. Hawkes bad ccﬂo near to
thee, Luton went away and can! Menzics
goring,  There wags a mix-up b"wﬁomihe Bl
and Ilayoock, who kickod, l‘our’d lot drive,
Btansfield obtained pospession 80 d o goal
but not in the correct direction, o0
kick resultod.

" T vias ) -



Snapping up a pass from Menzies, Stansfield
forced a corner, but this was cleared. At the
other end the Southampton left, wing rushed
past McCurdy, but ¥. Hawkes had fallen bacl
and oleared with a good piece of defen-
sivo work.  The left wing of the visiting
team came again, but only a goal kick resulted.,
The next incxdent was a long pass forward by
Hughes. -Bainbridge raced for the ball, but
Platt managed to get to it first.

* * *

A minute later Bainbridge forced a corner
and Platt caught the ball as it came across. A
corner given by Gregory was also cleared, and
Bamford next caught the eye with some clever
play in robbing Brown. The nearest thing to
a goal, so far, came from a centre by Bain-
bridge. Hughes met it nicely with his head
and looked a certain soorer, but the ball went
over the bar,

L] » L
Gregory, who was playing very well indeed,
met a centre from the Southampton left, wing
in fine style, but a little later McCurdy had
to give a corner in order to prevens Hodgkin-
son from centreing. Moody next got through
on the left and sent in a long shot almost from
the touch-line. The ball twisted and deceived

Lock, but hit t.hf bar and went out of play.
* *

Tollowing a centre by Hodgkinson, Hughes
found himself in front of goal, but he was too
far forward to kick straightaway, and one of
the home defenders relieved the situation.
Then Jepp, who was not far away from goal,
put in a hard shot. but McCurdy happened to
be in the way, and the 'ball rebounded off his
back. When Luten next attacked, Moody put
in a olever shot, which Lock saved close o the
post, giving a corner.

* * *

This was nicely placed by Brown, but the
defence prevailed, and the Saints were soon
attacking once more. McCurdy having given
a corner in endeavouring to deal with a centre
by Hodgkinson, there was some exciting play
near the mouth of the Luton goal, and the
visitors all but scored. Platt was about two
yards out of goal, having just dealt with a
shot, when the ball was roturned along the
ground by Bainbridge and ssemed to be just
passing over the line into_goal when McCurdy
kicked out.

* * "

The Southampton players confidently ap-
pealed for a goa}l), but the referee who had been
standing i a good position near one of the
uprights, simply allowed play to go on. To
most of the spectators round the ground it
seemed that the ball must have gone over the
line, and from the way in which the people on
the big bank at the back of the goal cheered,
it was evident that they felt very much re-
lieved by the deeision (;f Mr. érmiﬁt,

After Hayocock had forced a fruitless corner,
Southampton came again. - Jush as Bainbridge
obtained possession the referee gave him off-
side, but he put in a splendid eross shot which
would have beaten any goalkeeper. In one of
Luton’s infrequent attacks, R. %?a,wkes passed
to Menzies, but the ball went too far in front
of the centro-forward for him to turn the
opportunity to agcount.” .

Southampton looked certain to score from an
altacl on the right, and McCurdy was obliged
to give a corner. The attack was strong, hut
a9 a matter of fact, this corner led to the
sooring of the only goal of the match. A long
kick gent the ball to Brown, who rac:;ld away,
and finding that he was well marked, swung
tho gphere out to Stansfield. That player put
in a long shot from tho extreme left, and the
ball dropped imto the far corner of the goal,
completely beuti'ng Logk.

This goal, which was scored in the last half-
minufe of the first half, was not deserved on
the run of tho play, but it was hoped that,
having obtained the lead, Luton would put up
o hotter fight; they wero much below normal
form in the firet half As matters turned out,
Luton did have more of the play as the gamo
progressed, and might have scored wo or throo
times, but Southampton were still the cloverer
wido.

" " »

In the first minute after the resumption
Btansfield put in a fine dropping ocentre. and
Monzies was in aeplendid posttion with tho ball
in fromt of him; but ho allowed Bamford {o pro-
von( what ghould have been a cartnin goal.
oontro by Bainbridgo was  woll met by
MoCurdy, bufi the next offort by (he oulside-
right wos moro dongorous.  Tho ball waont
plong the bar, and Plath manapoed to touch
it out, .

» " "

_ Tlodglkinson took the resultant corner, and
hin shot porapsd tho bar,  In tho auimuchm_
strugglo 1ughos had o repurrenco of hiy kneo



rouble, and pl,q stopped for a mi

! 5 _pla: nute
1.1'1!_16 he 1'0??“’0 ition F;I; the hands of the
?Idlil}et. fA ter thy had been re-started,
hu;, res found hi'in front of goal with
he L‘mll on the bov Fortunately for Luton
IcCurdy got to 1t and kicked away. -
| *

From one of tho. i
he visitors, .'Jord.ai :0 ;ﬂiﬁiow}ﬂﬁlt] lggudﬁ

1ot put enoucgh eng
Slath i il t‘o;nto the attempt, and

Another lendid
ontre by Stansfiel o =
iy et e Menzies a further

rward did not trap

he ball smartly ena, {
vere let off onog mox{md 2 Senfflamptan
-

A free kick for T

*
F. Hawkes took 1}1(3&1001{0(1 DIOMusInG.

;1‘10 detfendors had kich ;{1%1%&%‘ ce():freg.
fhe ball went out toeft, but Stansfield
failed to reach it bef§ wont out of play
Good play by Jefferid have had somo
L?‘;fé‘%&“; he passed #bridge, who shot
“ ‘e

Tho same player almg to o goal being
scorod a minute later. ‘hot was rizht on
the target, and it was 80 that Platt could
only fist sideways. B n had an easy
chaneo with practically &, goal but sewt
wide, ‘A fast rtin by Bl.aused Lock to:
have an uncomfortable 81fe ran out to
save, but Mcody and SHd oot go dan-
gerously near that he ho{ balltEor fully
half & minute. . ] #

Of course, while he sto€ere the two
Luton players named triethain poases-
sion.  Finally he threw thy away Hay—
cock took a shot at the partly,rded goal
and the bal!l went cut close’)\,\ uf)right—a,,
very near thing. It then akg that Look
had been kicked below the k& 1o serim-
mage, but that was hardly “vonderled i
He might have got rid of L1 long bo-
fore he did. : et o

Jefferis deserved to oqma.li:ze“‘a ot Shot
which Platt cleverly eaved | ip, .post,
giving a corner. IKrom this B;o 0 op ol
hard, but one of his own meni .3 to be
in the way. A centre by Broi s headed
over by Moody, and Haycock 110 oot to
a pass forward by Fred Hawlkes .14 not
turn the ball sufficiently to mak™ itom ot
offective. | L

* * #

Platt having fisted out a Shﬂ""h(xlgkin-
son, Gregory waas pemalised for!mg an
also gave a corner, without nesa M’oody
Haycock, and Brown made "a‘ﬁ\tbempté
to score from a corner, but the a (nded
in a free kick for the Saints. re by
Gtansfield gavoe the visiting de omo
trouble, and Brown might, with &, ] .|
have scored. In the last mint . gon
headed over from a corner. 1

* =

*
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Taking tho game all through, thy .o
not so good as that seen in the N& 4o
match, for the teams were le "enlv
matched. This was not because So pton
aro o better side  than the Northamj o
but because Luton never really got iy it
stride. This was partly due to the Jp
given by Menzies, but in fairmess @ "y
should be said that he was so un.wen1 o
really ought not to have been playing. \ﬂ\'a»s
well ‘marked by Trueman, and Easth 7
Glover wanted a lot of Pea!‘-mg.. i
: v ‘
Luton were oxceedingly well served by,
Gregory, and McCurdy, to whom the k2
of the game wore chiefly due, but the”
backs also played in capital style. Ind
Luton defence has rarely shown to betti
 vantage, and it wase lucky that there wg
weal spots. {
» * » \
It has already been admitted
Luton did not deserve to win, and it mé
notied that the result last year at Luton
2 win for Southampton by two goals
At Southampton on the second Saturda
this season the Saints won by six goals t
Luton havo robbod them of a coupl
poinds which would have boen most use
the duel with N?rtham?ton fc:r the leade

By beating Bristol Rovers by 3 goala t
Northampton still further strengthened
poaition at tho head of the table, as the
now four points ahead of Southampton,
have a match in hand. The only surpr
Saturday was the victory of Coventry Ci
Now Beompton by a goal to nil.  The
nesults were: Crystal Palece 2, Wost Ha
Brentford 0, Leyton 0; Millwall 3, Sou
United 1; Plymouth 2, Brighton 1; Sw
b, Roading 1; Portsmouth 1, Norwich Ci
Kxetar 1, utfo:ﬂ 0.
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In considering Luton’s chances in the Cup-
bie with Millwall on Saturday, there is one
thing that is fairly certain, and that is that the
home club will make a better show than they
did against Fulham a year ago. The real
reason why Fulham won by.B goals to 3 was
never oxplained to the astonished and amused
football world. There is no doubt that the
Fulham players went on the field better
equipped than the home team, who could never
gain a sure foothold inithe frozen snow.

= x

But quite apart from that fact, Luton had
to face what was an undoubtedly better team.
Luton were then last but one on the S.L. table,
with 13 points for 21 games, whereas Fulham
were doing fairly well in the Second Division
of the League. Moreover, it cannot be said
that Luton’s team that day was one to inspire
anything approaching confidence. It was—
Platt; Watkins and McCurdy; Jones, White,
and R. Hawkos; Rigate, F. Hawkes, Rankin,
Moody, and Walders.

x » »

Millwall went to Bury to play in the first
round last year, and won by 2 goals to 1.
They -are unfortunate in having to play away
frpm home again, for their chances on their
own ground would be distinctly good. They
are in a slightly better position than Luton,
having obtained 25 points for 23 matches, while
Luton’s record is 21 for

- * »

Out of 11 games played away from home,
Millwall have won 2, lost 7, and drawn 25
while Tuton have lost 9 and drawn 2. Luton
have scored fewer goals away (7) than any
other team, while Millwall have obtained 13,
On the other hand, Luton have registered 30
goals at home, while Millwall, although they
have played one more game, h);'we a total of 25.

Enough has been said to show that although
the record of Millwall is rather bettor than
clubs is in their away performances. Every-
body knows that Luton have played bettor
away from home than their achievements
would lead one to believe. On the other hand,
-Luton have done better at home than Millwall,
so far as goals are concerned.

®o L ew ° |

Everything points to the game being sternly
contested, bubt Luton ought to win. The ad-
vantage derived from playing at home, how-
ever, is not supposed to be so great in a Cup-
tie, with its never ceasing struggle, as in the
calmer atmosphero of a League game,

2 ” “

While Luton were snatching. points from
Southampton on Saturday, Millwall were en-
gaged in beating Southend, and were really
good value for the win by 3 goals to 1. Mill-
wall seored two goals in twenty minutes, Shand
gotting through from a corner, and Jones
profiting from a mistake by Cotton. In the
second half Tellum scored the best goal of the
matoh, and five minutes from time Jack beat
Joyce from close quar&ers. -

When Hunter went to Bolton a few weoks
ago, it was said that Millwall were parting
with their best forward, but they seem to have
a capable substitute in Tellum, and Dean has
been doing well of late on the other wing.
On Saturday, Twigg, although rather weak in
marksmanehip, led the line with dash. The
halyes kept a firm hold on the opposition, and
Stevenson and Jeffery were go sure that j'oyce
was a spectator for the greater part of the

game. L

" " 3
Comric wags off tho field for 25 minutes,.
havine gustained a out on the nose, and late in
thoe second half Dean was limping Ludly. Pro-
vided these two players are able to turn out
on Saturdoy, Miﬁwull will bs represenied by
the samé team. TLuton also will make no
change. Cheap tickels aro being issued by the
Midland and Gireat Northern Railways from
London, 80 wo may expect to gee o geod num-
ber of the Millv:ull aulzportorg. >

The Millwall toam last Soturday was—
Joyoe; Stevenson aud Joffrey; Riley, Comrie,




and Blythe; Dean, Shand, Twigg, Jones, and
Tellum. The custodian has played for South-
ampton and Blackburn Rovers. Stevenson has
rendered good service for Liverpool, Barnsley,
and Wellingboro’, among other clubs. He has
a capable partner in Jeffrey. The halves are,
perhaps, the strongest part of the team, and
1t will be remembered that Riley has heen
at Millwall several seasons, while Blythe is an
ex-West Ham player.
* * »

The forwards are a smart set. The Luton
cantain will have to watch a good man in
Dean, the outside-right, who has played for
Notts Forest. Grimsby, Walsall, West Brom-
wich, Bristol City, and Dundee. His partner,
Shand, played for Middlesbrough at ore time,
and Twigg is a former Gainsborough player.
Jones, lilke Dean, has returned to his old club,
having played for Manchester City in the
meantime, and Tellum hails from Gains-
borough.

* * #

In view of Menzies’ comparatively poor dis-
play on Saturday, caused, as already explained,
by indisposition, a writer suggests that he
should be dropped for the Cup-tie. If the
directors want to make the game a gift for
Millwall, they cannot do better than follow
the advice.

® E ] »

The following is from Wednesday’s ¢ Daily
Chronicle ”’ : — “The Millwall players are train-
ing at home, and the side to meet Luton will
be selected from—dJoyce; Jeffrey, Stevenson,
and Archer; Riley, Comrie, and Blythe;
Dean, Shand, Cunliffe, Vineent, Twigg, Jones,
and Tellum. Supporters of the club may take
advantage of the following trains to Luton
from St. Pancraz:—12.23 and 1.5, returning
0 5.40, 2s. 6d.; N.L.R., from Poplar and Bow
12.25, returning*Luton*(G.N.I}), 25, 9d.

Watford fancy their chances against Leices-
ter, for a writer in the * Post” says:—‘ Wat-
ford have a distinet chance of entering the next
\ round, if sound half-back play is forthcoming.

Tho Fosse appear to be going from bad to
“worse in the First Division of the League, and
though on paper they are a class above Wat-
ford, one must remember that the locals, with
all their shortcomings, are awkward customers
to tackle at Cassio-road, and are as keen as
mustard on preventing anyone lowering their
flag on the \V‘e&;t Hertz enc.loiur&”

Biggar is establishing rather a striking
record for Waiford. He has not missed a
Southern T.eague match since he joined the
club in 1904-5 and on Seturday he brought his
totsl appearances up to 230. In 19045 he
played 53 times; 1905-6, 56; 1906-7, 53; 1807-8,
43; and so far this ssason he has defended the
breach on 25 occasions. The matches he has
missed have been either friendlies or South-
Kastern League encounters, and these can be
counted on one hand. Is not F. Hawkes'
record as good as the Sbove ?”

None of the Southern League clubs having
given notice by Dec. 3lst of their intention to
leave that tourney at the end of the present
season, any club which now leaves will be
called upon to pay £500 according to the rules.
The maost recent propogal for the strengthening
of the League is that of Queen’s Park Rangers,
who urge that the best solution of a difficult
problem is for tho organisation to join the
finglish League and form a Third Division.
’I'hn,v_lmyo asked the other clubs to agree to
the signing of a requisition calling a special
mesting to O()I]ﬂi‘:.lﬁr the matter.
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Many fine matches and one or two SUrprises
marked the opening round of the Amateur
Mp: - The mioat remarkable game was that
otween Tlford and Romford (for whom AR,
' ones played at centre-forward), at Ilford.
ay was extremely keen and exciting, and
when at half-tims Romford led by 4 goals to
the success of the visitors seemed assured.
Iiford, however, rallied in splendid style in the
Second half, and the forwards, playing in irre-
Sistible manner, pulled the game round and
made the result a 4.a]] draw.
® * -4 -
A writer in the “Football Evening News”’
82ys:—I am oxtremely Sorry to see that the
obnoxious practice of buying the venuwes of
Cup-tios has crept into amateurism. Luton
Clarence, a very go-ahead little Bedfordshire
team, were induced to sell their ground rights
in to-day’s F.A. Amateur Cup-tie for Li53
Chesham™ Town being the buyers. I don’k
remamber the thing occurring before—at any
rate, In the Seuth = mp g it §0, a
very dangerous precedent hass been created.
It is bad enough, and totally opposed to all the
tenists of sport, when a profcssional organi-
sation—admittedly money-seeking—sells  itg
“ birth-right ’; but if amateur clubs do the
same, well, goodness knows what things are
coming to. Happenings of this kind are un-
doubtedly big arguments in favour of  the
AT A Sometimes it is necessary, I know, to
play matches on different grounds to these in-
dicated in the draw, but to ecll the venue of
an amabeur metoh—words fail ona  There is
evidently something rotben in tho state of
Denmars.

# % #*

- A well-known Londen weekly gives what ia
supposed to be a portrait in caricature of
Bob: Hawkes, but t¥e culy clue to identity is
the nams underneath. In the acccmpanying
notes, Bob comcs i for some oriticism as well
as praiss, and it is said:—* He is tremen-
dously keen om his own Club and all that ap-
pertains thereto. For vears past-—t must be
gotting on for ten now, I think—he has been
the life and soul of the Bedfordshire Southegn
Isaguers. His consistency and his Immunity
from serious accidents have bsen remarkable s

while his enthusicsin and his willingmess to
play almost anywhers and overywhers when
occasion has arisen, have made him quite the
most  popular man in Luton. And hig
fame and popularity aro by no means con-
fined to sirawhatdem. Iiveryon» knows and
likes him, and wherover he bhappens to be
playing you will hear shouta of approval a‘nq
‘ Played, Bobbie,” and “Good old Bohbse.

Of course, most of the big cluba of the land
have cast lomging evcs at him_from time to
timo, but Hawkes is not only intensely loya;}
to Luten, but ho is also a staunch amateur,

It will be news to somo of Bob's friends in
Luton to learn that ¢ in ordinary every-day
lifo ho is engaged in tho furnitwre-making
trade.” But so it is averred.



	Southampton H LN
	Southampton H LN2
	Southampton H LN3
	Southampton H LN4
	Southampton H LN5
	Southampton H LN6

