The Southern League,

LUTON v. SO.UTHAMI’TON

Playod at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
Luton 1 goal.
Southampton . nil.

Toams: —

Platt—MoCurdsy and .Grogory; F. Hawkes,

Jones, and R. “Hawkes; IBrO\Vn, Hayocock,
_Monzies, Moody. and Stansfield.
Southampton—Lock ; Eastham "“{d, Glover ;
Jopp, Trueman, and Bamford; Bainbridge,
Jofferis, Hughes, Jordan, and Hodgkinson.
Referco, Mr. T. Arn:_itt (L(;Uk),
*

The Luton Club is very seldom favoured with
auch luck as fell to their lot on Saturday, when
they met a superior team, but were able to
claim the points. The difference between the
two. teams was very apparent during the first
half, and at tho iaterval tho Saints might
casily have been leading by two goals, instead
of which Luton were in frent with a lucky goal
notched by Stansfield. =
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By means of improved combination, Luton
were able to haye more of the play during the
second half, and the Southampton poal had at
least two wonderful escapes. @ The visitors,
however, still gave the impression of being the
superior side, so far as science was concerned,
and much credit was dus to the home defonce
for keeping such a smart line of forwards at
bay.

* * *

Yes, most certainly they are a smart line.
We did not see them at their best on Saturday,
for Hughes made his first appearance in the
centre after an absence of six weeks. Moro-
over, his knee was injured in the second half,
and he did not want to take any great risk
in view of his Club’s visit to Bristol next Satur-
day to play the City in the English Cup.

» * *

Bainbridge returnod -after an absence of
three weeks, but he was as fast and clever as
ever. The right wing was the better of the
two, but more real chances fell to the left,
where Hodgkinson did a lot of work. He did
not, however, seem to like the idea of getting
too near the backs, and if his finiching efforts
had been characterised by more determination,
the result of the match would certainly have
been different.

* * *

Bamford made his first appearance in the
Southampton first team, and gave a surprising-
ly good display at left-half, especially as he
had such a good wing as Brown and Hayceck
against him. Jepp, the right-half, was also a
reserve, and although not so brilliant as Bam-
ford, rendered good service in a side which
played so well that for a long time Luton wero
not able to show anything approaching their
true form.
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For the greater part of the game Luton
acted chiefly on the defensive, and the rear}
part of the team was not found wanting. Platt |
saved some very good shots, and he had in
front of him a pair of backs who have im-
proved vastly, compared with their play of two
months ago. There is a better understanding
between them, and Gregory is a very different
player from what he was in the opening woekf
of tho seamon. Thehalves were as usual, but
Menzies, hitherto a very consistent player, was
‘‘off colour.”

* * * = 5

Southampton are always a_great attraction
atgLuton, gnd on Saturday there would hagve.
been a largef attendance than 5,000 but ((1)1
the fact that many people had alre@dy.l’{"-}'ﬁ‘
up their minds to be present at the 1.\{\1_1 “{(1;
match, but were not ipclmod to vx.;xtr;rh 0
ground two Saturdays In succession. ; ho:g
who wero present cheered loudly enoxfzg‘;1 Wﬁ ;
Stansficld scored in the last minute of i e'ti;s'
half, and later, when there were some exci g

scenes in front ,of Loci{. e

—to look at
Sonth ton are the same team—to 2
?,5 Al ;,f’rg Tall, well-built men, thi;ﬁ;"gle‘ﬁ{]
idoal footballors when they came on the feid,
wearing the familiar red-and-w. xoh R
When play started they soon Shweﬁ .t . Cool
impressions are not always decep o
clean, and clever, they put in 2ny T:nad re-
fine work, and but for the facts o g en-
forred to, would not have been long 'm op
ing their account.
» *
In tho firet ﬂ;o minutes they 'mﬂ‘;}) ts}'?:elz%i
attacks through the instrumontality Al epe o
wing. After R. Hawkes hed cleare to
theo, Luton went away and came yout .o
georing. There was a mix-up bew;loe%he ball.
and Hayoock, who kicked round fhe  Bod
Stansfield obtained possession an 3 a goal
but not in the correct direction, 8o
kick resulted,




Snapping up a pass from Menzies, Stansfield
forced a corner, but this was cleared. At the
other end the Southampton left wing rushed
past McCurdy, but F. Hawkes had fallen back
and oleared with a good -« piece of defen-
givo work.  The left wing of the visiting
team came again, but only a goal kick resulted.
The next incident was a long pass forward by
Hughes. ‘Bainbridge raced for the ball, but
Platt managed t;o get {,:) it first.

»

A minute later Bainbridge forced a corner,
and Platt caught the ball as it came across.
corner given by Gregory was also cleared, and
Bamford next caught the eye with some clever
play in robbing Brown. The nearest thing to
a goal, so far, came from a centre by Bain-
bridge. Hughes met it nicely with his head
and looked a certain scorer, but the ball went
over the bar,

" # "

Gregory, who was playing very well indeed,
met a centre from the Southampton left wing
in fine style, but a little later McCurdy had
to givo a corner in order to prevent Hodgkin-
son from centreing. Moody next got through
on the left and sent in a long shot almost from
the touch-line. The ball twisted and deceived
Lock, but hit thﬁe bar and WG:}'(‘; out of play.

Tollowing a centre by Hodgkinson, Hughes
found himself in front of goal, but he was too
far forward to kick straightaway, and one of
the home defenders relieved the situation.
Then Jepp, who was not far away from goal,
put in a hard shot. but McCurdy happened to
be in the way, and the ball rebounded off his
back. When Luten next attacked, Moody put
in a clever shot, which Lock saved close to the
post, giving a corner.

* At *

This was nicely placed by Brown, but the
defence prevailed, and the Saints were soon
attacking once more. McCurdy having given
a corner in endeavouring to deal with a centro
by Hodgkinson, there was some exciting play
near the mouth of the Luton goal, and the
visitors all but scored. Platt was about two
yards out of goal, having just dealt with a
shot, when the ball was returned along the
ground by Bainbridge and seemed to be just
passing over the line into_goal when McCurdy
kicked out.

The Southampton players confidently ap-
pealed for a goal, but the referee who had been
standing in a good position near one of the
uprights, simply allowed play to go on. To
most of the spectators round the ground it
seemed that the ball must have gone over the
line, and from the way in which the people on
tho big bank at the back of the goal cheered,
it was evident that they felt very much re-
lieved by the degision <;f Mr. érmittl
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' Aftor Hayocock had forced a fruitless corner,
Southampton came again. - Just as Bainbridge
obtained possession the referee gave him off-
side, bub he put in a splendid cross shot which
would have beaten any goalkeeper. In one of
Luton’s infrequent attacks, R. Hawkes passed
to Menzies, but the ball went too far in frond
of the centro-forward for him to turn the
opportunity to account.
“ * -

Southampton looked certain to score from an
attack on the right, and McCurdy was obliged
to give a corner. The attack was strong, but
a9 a matter of fact, this corner led to the
sooring of the only goal of the match. A long
kick pent; the ball to Brown, who rac&d away,
and finding that he was well marked, swung
the sphere out to Stansfield. That player put
in a long shot from tho extreme loft, and the
ball dropped imto tho far corner of the goal,
completely bouti’ng Lo%k.

This goal, which wag scored in the last half-
minute of the first half, was not deserved on
the run of tho play, but it was hoped that,
having obtained tho lead, Luton would put up
o botter fight; they were much below normal
form in the firet half As matters turned out,
Luton did have more of the play as the game
progressed, and might have scored two or three
timos, but Southampton were still the cloverer
wido.

) » »

In tho first minute after the resumption
Stansfiold put in o fine dropping centro. and
Monzies wasg in aeplondid position with tho ball
in front of him; but ho allowed Bamford {o pro-
wont what ghould have been & cortnin goal. A
oonfro by Bainbridge was  well mot by
MaCurdy, bui the nexi offort by {ho oulsido:
right was moro dongorous. . Tha ball’ went
ﬁlon‘g{l tho bar, snd Platt manogod to touch




trouble, and plas stopped for a minute
while he received.tion at the hands of the
trainer. After tiw had been re-started,
Hughes found hi'in front of goal with
the ball on the bot Fortunately for Luton,
McCurdy got to*ii and kicked away.

*

From one of they corners which fell to
the visitors, Jordal 5 chance. but he did
not put enough eninto the attempt, and
Platt was able to.  Apgther splendid
centre by Stansfiel¢s Menzies a further
opening, but the ceyrward did not trap
the ball smartly enoynd so Southampton
were let off once mor S

*

A free kick for I Jooked promising.
F. Hawkes took the, and after one of
the defenders had kidgav, Brown contred.
The ball went out toleft, but Stansfield
failed to reach it befd went out of play.
Good play by Jefferisht have had some
result, but he passed ﬁnbridge, who shot
high over. !

® g

Thoe same player almq to g goal being
scored a minute later. o4 was right on
the target, and it was 50 that Platt could
anly fist sideways. Hodyy had an easy
charce with practically 2, goal, but sert
wide. A fast run by Blogysed Lock to
have an uncomifortable B ran out to
save, but Moody and St"ld got go dan-
gerously near that he hel paj] for fully
half a minute. :

0Of course, while he Stotere.  the two
Luton players named trietpilhin poases-
sion. Finally he threw th away. Hay-
cock tock a shot at the part,; ,:ded goal,
and the ball went cut closel, upright—a
very near thing. It then apgj t—lha‘u' T.ock
had been kicked below the b 11 orim
mage, but that was hardly % - dered at.
He might have got rid of \j; long be-
fore he dad.

®

Jefferis deserved to equalisel, fot hot
which Platt cleverly saved atif; E)hos‘x,y
giving a corner. From this k;_ o "4 {
hard, but one of his own men . 3 5 he
in the way. A centre by Bre, . | .,.ded
over by Moody, and Haycock 0 £ . o
a pass forward by Fred Hawkes 14 1ot
turn the ball sufficiently to mal attempt
offective, |

* #* #
Platt having fisted out a Sho‘&rIodgkin-
son, Gregory was pemalised for'-‘n 2, and

also gave a corner, without resd e

Hayo?)ck, and Brown made va:iil\géolgg%;
to ecore from a corner, but the & 1.4
in a fres kick for the Saints. ['tre by
Stansfield gave the visiting de .9
trouble, and Brown might, with & Bk

have scored. In the last manfy g -7
headed over from a corner. - ‘
* =

Taking tho game all through, th .
not so good as that esen in the Z it
match, for the teams were Ié‘venly:
motched. This was not because S(y'«pfoh
arc a better side than the Northami ©
but becavee Luton never really got ?b.ou’
stride. This was partly due to the
given by Menzies, but in fairmess 7.
should Do said that he was so unwell

really ought not to have been playing. L
well marked by Trueman, and Ea.(sth“v’d
Glover wanted a lot of beating. ‘
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