The Southiern League.

LEYTON v. LUTON.
Played at Leyton on Saturday. Result:—

The teams were as under:—

Luton—Platt; Dimmock and Cregory; F.
Hawlkes, White, and Jones; Brown, Haycock,
Menzies, Moady, and Stansfield.

Leyton—Whitbourne; Meredith and Long-
worth ; Buchanan, Cresser;and Gray; Nicholls,
Jdeeburg, Renneville, Ryder, and Mayo.

Referee, Mr. 1;{. 12k D;)mmett (Portsmouth).
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At the commencement of the season Leyton
were doing badly, but recently they have im-
proved, and therefore Luton’s task of attempt-
ing to break their wretched away record was
not so rosy as the position of the two clubs on
the Leagus table appeared to indicate. It will
be remembered that Leyton piled on the agony
last scason, inflicting the heaviest defeat Luton
sustained either home or away, but there was
little fear of such a result this time. The side
which opposed Luton on Saturday was prac-
tically a new one from the team which visited
Luton carly in the season. As both the Luton
captain and vice-captain were unable to make
the journey, ¥. Hawkes acted as skipper for
the second time in the Southern League. The
previous occasion was the visit #e Reading,
when a point was gained, and Fred had hopes
of doing even better this journey—before theo
match, of couise.
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Menzies kicked off, and the Luton left wing
went down the field straightaway, but Meredit
nipped in with fine judgment just as Stansficld
was about to middle the ball, or Lutcn would
probably have been a goal up in the _first
minute., Danger to Leyton next came as a
result of a clever pass from Haycock to Brown,
who raced down in fine style, and, without
stopping to steady the ball, dropped 1t in front
of goal at Moody’s feet, but unfortunately

Mcedy could not control the lively ball and the

chance was missed. -
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Luton were by far the smartest set of players,
and but for the stadiness of Meredith would
have taken a substantial lead quite early in
tho game. Menzies made several fine openings,
but they were not fellowed up, and the passing
game was rather overdone. After beating at
least three players, the Luton centre put the
ball through for Haycock to have a pop at
goal, but unfortunately the referee pulled Hay-
cock up for offside just as he was about to
shoot. Possibly it was a correct ruling, but it
must have been a noar thing, and the move-
ment quite deserved a better fate, for the home
defence were thoroughly nonplussed by Merzies’
trickiness, and it was very lucky for them Hay-
cock was judged oﬂ'sidf.
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Not often at this stage was Platt troubled,
but he brought off one good save from a long
shot which came from one of“the home halt-
backsat a good pace. This, however, was the
only shot he had to deal with for geveral
minutes, while at the opposite end of the field
Whithourne was kept on the alert, although it
must be recorded tl‘rx)at he was not overworked
considering the pressure, few dangerous at-
tempts coming to hand.
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Brown, with another fino run, planted the
ball right across the goal-mouth, ang Moody
shot in, only to have the ball returned by a
clover kick out by Longworth, but Jones meet-
ing the return, let drive with a hot attempt
which would probably have knocked the goal-
kocper over if it had been a bit lower, but
untortunately the ball just shaved the bar and
want for a goal kick. “Another breakaway by
Leyton’s right wing promisad to open the score,
for the Luton defenders were a bit down tha
field when the movement commenced, but
Grogory, dashing up, gob in the way of
Nicholls' final drive, the ball striking him on
the shoulder.
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It was a question whether the inci-
dent happened inside or outside the penalty

T but it certainly was not a penalty. To
tho  consternation of the Luton players, the
refer ignalled for a penalty kick. = He was
surrounded, Platt and Jones being very
prominent in the subsequent argument, and
iinally he was induced to consult the linesman
nearest to the ‘spot. Platt picked up the
ball to throw it to the spot where Gregory
stood, but the referee again pointed for the
penalty kick, and further protest on the part of
Luton was only prevented by the linesman
ing on to the field and having another word
1 the referce. . Then apparently he con-
‘vinced the whistle-holder {hat the Luton ver-

sion was correct, and the ball was thrown up
| half-way between the touch-line and the sido
| penalty line. Altogether at least three minutes
was spent over this incident, and the home
octators showed their displeasure at the final
ruling in the usual way.
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A minute later the referes evoked the jeers
of the crowd by giving Nicholls offside when
he had thres Luicnians between him and)ths

i goal, but the decision was really correct, for
Nicholls had come from an offside. position to
get the ball, and it was one of the smartest
rulings of the afternoon, for, if the truth be
told, Mr. Dommett was very much at sea with
mere than one offside decision. The first
corner of the match fell to Leyton, and this
after a full half-hour’s play,” but nothing
came of it. Moody hereabouts got in one of
his headers, and Whitbourne did well to get it
away, especially as Menzies literally threw him-
self at the ball as it left Whitbourne's hands,
only just missing it, and finding himself lying
full length across the ggad-mout-l}.
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Leyton had gradually improved after the
first half-hour, and were having an equal share
of the game towards the close of the first half,
Platt bringing off a fine save by tinning a good
attempt by Ryder over the har for a corner,
At the cpposite end of the field Moody had a
good chance when practically clear, but shot
rather tamely direct to Whitbourne. As a re-
sult of this eflort, apparently, Moody broke
down, and almost immediately after left the
field. The Leyton forwards coming down the
field in a line, brought the ball well into the
Luton quarters, and Platt was called upon to
get it away quickly, which he did, but Renne-
ville could not stop himself, and ran right into
Poter’s foot, hurting himself rather badly, and
he also retired, leaving each side with ten men
for the final minutes before half-time. Neither
sido could cladm to bo playing good football ab
this stage, the only incident calling for special
comment being a clever run by the Lu‘fon right
wing pair, and Stansfield meoting \the ball,
headed in, Whitbourne bringing off a fine save.

L » * £
When the team returned after the interval it
was observed that both the injured players
were out again, but Moedy was quite uselees,
and after a spell of outside-left, finally left
the field for good. Renneville changed places
with Seeburg, and this appeared to make for
an improvement, for the home forwards were
in much befter form the whole of the second
half. Nicholls made & fine run on the right,
and. Dimmock conceded & corner -when hard
regsed by the centre, while a minute later the
Ea]l was actually plaeed through the Luton
roal by Ryder as a result of another of Nicholls’
ightning touch-line rushes.  But before he got
g centre across Nicholls had taken the ball
v foob or eo over the line, and the linemman
alled the roferec’s attontion to this, with the.
esult tlpat the goal did not count.
|

Buat it was not.tn bo c;‘:pecfet_i that the amount
f pressure Teyton were puksing on the Luten
[afonoﬁ could rcrm?;n m_hh»ut‘ﬁfe, wrd, a:x.(z
hon sho second hall was some fiftoon xminw
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equalising miatters. One sueh oppertunity at
bszst ed] o ntiem ghn Meorsion with splendid
pedguosat, plosod fae ball well forvwrrd en (e
rigls vuﬁ axd Brown, stanfimg jush inside
hiw own kslf, hed a eloar run from what ether-
wise wowld havws beon an efsido pesion, bui
o kwskoad s ball @ trifs 9o hard when he
reacksd the pass, and Meredith just mansged
W got ever and elear befere Brown eceuwld get
control a sesond time. It was just after this
thay Moody loft the fiold for geod, and with
~only four ferwards Luton’s attack beeame
largely individual; indeed, the players wers
continually out of position. Several corners
fell to Leyton, but none was turned to account,
and they had at least two place kicks within a
yard of the penalty area without tangible result.
But ten minutes before the finicsh a corner was
~awarded which led up to Leyton’s second and
final goal. The actual flag kick was cleared,
but tho ball went out to Ryder, who was stand- J
ing well back, and he drove it back and scored
with an unstoppable shot.
x* *

Curiously, Tuton did more pressing after |
this, but Whithourne was equal to all emergen-
cies, although Brown gaye him one teaser
which he did well to safely dispose of, while a
corner forced by Stansfield was headed in
finely by Jones, only to find Buchanan on the
spot, and he managed to clear. Again Stans-
field made an individual run through, but could
not shake off the attention of Meredith, and
Cresser finally relieved the danger with a big
clearance down the field. Just bafore the finish
Mayo had an open goal following hands given
against Menzies, but the Leyton wingep put
yvards over from close range, and the  final
whistle went with Leyton deservedly winners.
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Luton went all to pieces after the first half-
an-hour as a result of Moody’s breakdown, for
although the London critics do not mention it
Luton were practically playing ten men for
over an hour. KEven when Moody returned for
-a short time, he simply stood on the touch-line
and could not even lift-his leg when the ball
did come his way, much less run. This meant
that Stansfield could not pass out at-all, and for
all practical purposes Luton were minus a left
wing. As a consequence the right wing re-
ceived no passes from the opposite side of *the
field, and Brown standing idle on the wing,
the whole front string were upset, and finally
Brown came into the middle of the field and
mado one or two individual runs, but as this
left Luton with no one on either touch-line it
was doubtful tactics, for Leyton had a clear run
up every time the ball came out of the centre
of the field, S
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Gregory did a lot of work, but with the pres-
sure put on during the second half he made a
few mistakes; still on the whele he was the
better back, Dimmock not being comfortable
when hard pressed, although he kicked well
when the ball came clear. The half-back line
were overworked through the weakness of the
forwards, but they each tried their hardest,
and the fact that only two goals were netted
speaks well for their ability, for, as explained
above, Luton practically played on the defen-
sive in the second half. <
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Watford obtained a notable victory over
Northampton on Saturday by 4 goals to 1, but
the Cobblers, owing to Cup-tie injuries, were
rather poorly represented. The same was the
caso with Southampton, who, on their own
ground, were beaten by Swindon by 6 goals to
nil.  Thoe other results wore:—Wast Ham 3,
P,Yrent.ford . 0; -Plymouth 2, Southend 1;
Norwich City 2, Kxeter 0; Brighton 3, Crystal
Palace 0; Coventry 4, Millwall 2; Bristol
Rovers 1, New Brompton 0; Reading 1, Ports-
mouth, 0, ;
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