‘The Southern League.

PORTSMOUTH v. LUTON
Played at Iratton Park on Saturday. Result:
Portsmouth- ... .0 i 1 goal.

, Bton. - o nil.

- The feams were as under :—

. Portsmouth—McDonald; Thomson and Warner;
* Digweed, Buick, and Yates; Birtles, Kirby, Reid,
MecCafferty, and Dix.

_ Luton—Plait; McCurdy and Gregory; F. Hawkes,
White, and Jones; Brown, Haycock, Menzies,
Moody, and Stansfield.
Referee, Mr. D. S. Moule (West Ham).
- Little fault could be found on the score of rapre-
- sentation with the team which visited Portsmouth
- except that the Amateur Internatfional at Oxford
- pravented R. Hawkes captaining the side. Plati
- resumed his position after six weeks® absence from
. the first team, while Brown turned out for the first
- bime for a month. Probably he wou'd have had
- @ week’s further rsst but for the fact that Johnson
 bad an attack of quinsies; he only resumed train.
ing on Wednesday, and did not seem aitogether
fit, judging from appearances.
- Luton have never made a great show at Ports.
‘mouth; indeed, this makes the nirth vigsit, and
ver yet have they had the satisfaciion of so
uch as scering a goal, while Pompey have netted
bhe ball fifteen times in those encounters. It was
, near thing to breaking this undesirable record
-~ Baturday, but more of this anon. With the
lances of the Club in such-a desperate state, as
ven in the official appeal last week, the players
pressed themselves as deétermined to make a
preme effort to alter this state of aifairs by
aking this the first away victory, hut luck was
ainst them, and the usual resu}t on this greund
naterialised, for this makes the fifth occasion that
tog have gone under by the only goal of the

&

At tho start of the game the home left wing
‘0 a constant source of worry to the Luton de-



fonders, and from ons of their attacks the goal
which gave Pompey the victory came along. If
happened eight minutes irom the start, and in a
Way was somewhal in the nature of 2 surprise.
Yatos sent the ball forward from the vicinity of
the hali-way line with fins Judgment, for Dix was
sanding unmarked well out on the wing when the
b_a,i,l camo to him, and running it down, he put it
right across the field to Kirby, and the latter,
without stopping to steady himself, took pot- luck
with a first-time drive whilst standing on the edge
of the penalty area, and the bali simply flaghed
by Platt’s head before anyone realised a goal was
possible. It was a grand shot, and naturally was |
waoil received by the erowd. On the play up to this
boint, little fault could be expressed ajp.the homs
side getling ahead, for they had beehi playing
mu;;h the belter game, and indeed continued to do
50 _1or some little time longer,

But after twenty minutes Luton sstiled down
batter, and from fhis point to the interval were
docidedly the stronger combination. For considor-
able stretches the only player remaining on the
Luton half of the field was Platt, for both
M_cCurdy_ and Gregory were well over the half-way
line at times.. As was the case in bhe cary stages
wnen Pompey were the aggrossors, most of the
attack came from the left wing, and Stansfield
gave evidenco that the changing over of wings
had not affected his play, for he was continually
getting through, and at least twice bofore ths
interval was unlucky in not scoring on his own
Once when beating all oppesition he worked his
way into the psnaity area, and steadying himseif
to shoot, was tackled from the rear in such a man.
ner that a penalty was risked, but the reforeo
apparently judged it was a legitimate stop, and
nothing came of it. .

koody put in several shols, but as a rule they
lacked sting, and were easily disposed of, but this
was not the case with one which brought
Mc¢Donald to the ground, and Stansfield dashed to
tho spot to improve the opening if possible. But
tho home goalic was not willing to part with the
ball, ‘and kept it on the ground so that Stansfield
could not get a proper kick at it. As McDonald
was actuaily holding the ball, of course Stansfield
had a perfect right to charge him, but the difii-
culty was to gef at i, for it was completely
covered by McDonald’s body. Stansfield did his
best to hustle his opponent, when all at once the
refereo stopped the game and awarded the homo

eide a foul. At the same moment McDonald seized
hold. of Btansficld in proper wrestling style and
badly threw him; the Lutonian being quite un-
prepared for this manceuvre, was rather shaken as
a consoquonce. It was rather a puzzle at tho
moment to know what offence Stansfield had com-
mitted, but it was afterwards gleaned that the
referee considered he caught hold of MeDonald in
his attempt to get the ball away from underneath.
It was an exciting moment while it was happen-
ing, and naturally the spectators agreed with the
official docision, for an equaliser might easily have
happened
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The referee was usually fairly holding t
halances in a gamo that d%d not %all fg;"ff dtt}zlﬁ
af exercise on the whistle, but he made a big mais-
take hereaboats when Kirby openly fouled Jones
by © seiting a hack,” and amid a roar of merri-
ment he awarded the fres kick to Portsmouth. It
might not have been a laughing matter for Luton,
for it happened perilously near the penally area,
but fortunately mnothing came of it. Soon after
U_us half-time was called, and on the run of the
play Luton were quite equal to their oppenents
and should not have been a goal down. for they
had been the bstter side for the last twenty

minutes of a well-fought match.

The second half simply dragzed along for more
than half-an-hour, and was far from as bright a
display as the former ° forty-five.” Portsmouth
kept the Dball chiefly in the Luton half, it is true,
but‘they put little life into their work, and it
badly wanted another goal to make matters in-
teresting. Althougzh the ball wag never far away
from Platt, T can only remember one occasion
when ho should have besn beatsn. This happened
when Dix dropped across a centre which fell at
Reid’s too off Jones’ body right in front of the
Luton goal. It looked odds on a score when the
champion scorer of the Southern League took aim,
for no one but Platt stood between him and the
goal. Piatt threw up his hands to tip the ball
over for a corner, but even this was not necessary,
for the ball kit the bar and curled over on its own.
This certainly was a 1st-off for Luton, and they
apparently took heart from the incident, and for
the closing five or ten minutes brought about a
complete change in the game. ;

Tt was not now a question as to whether Ports-
month would increase their lead, but whether they
could keep Luton out, for from now to tho finish
the visitors simply swarmed round McDonald, and
for the first time he and his backs were hard
pressed. This was not at all to the liking of the
spectators, who urged thoir players to get the ball
away, but it was to no purpose, and corners were
pretty frequent. Stansfield dropped one of these
splendidly, and two or three times it appeared
that the ball must go through, but comehow it was
kept out. At last, however, Warner made a de-
liberato punch at it. and this the referee noticed,
promptly awarding Luton a penalty kick. Such a
chance should have meant a division of points
at least, but Jones, who was entrusted by McCurdy
with the taking of this, had the misfortune to hit
the botlom of the post with a swift grounder, and
ultimately tie ball was muddled away.

The game had scarcely been re-started when still
another corner was forced, and again the ball
hovered round the home goal for guile an appre-
ciabio space of time. Stansfield at last secured
while standing a few yards wide of tho upright,
and although placed at a difficelt angle, he made
5 fino effort to screw the ball through. He com-
pletely beat McDonald, and the ball appeared all
but through in the extreme cormer, when it camo
into contsct with the upright, and aithough it
struck the inside of the post it came back into
play and was once more gob away. The least
shado of luck during the final minutes would have
given Luton a valuable point if nob actual victory,
and. in the words of the “ Portgmouth Football
Mail”’ head line, “ Pompey were lucky to beap
Luton.”

Coming to individual criticism, Platt made no
mistaks between the uprights, and his heavy fists
ont were a feature of the game. Gregory was
probably a shade the better back, but no fault
could be fonrd with his partner. It speaks well
for White that he kept Reid in check Ttight
through the game, and it was only very 0ccasion-
ally that the home centro got in hig uspal runms.
But the chief improvement upon recent matches
wag the manner in which the Luton attack went
sbout their work in the cloging sfages of each half.
Menzies pub considerable firo into his mevements,
and as a consequonce was much more offective
in attack near goal. Naturally the_right wing'
wera seen to less advantage than their comrades
on the opposite side of the field, for Brown hasg
searcely got back into his old form right off, and
Haycock did not combine with him so well as he
hag done on some occasions. But Moody and Stans-
fiold were a fine wing, and the latber shared the
honours of the game with the Pompay left-winger
so far ag forward work was concerned. :
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